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Lamar Marshall

" FIGHTING FOR THE LAST WILD PLACES "

\\i\\, hello fellow Alabamians who
want to see the last great places of

our state preserved. The beginning will

be the National Forests that belong to

you, the public. Perhaps you have seen

the headlines heralding the beginning of

the era of litagation in the fight to

manage ourpublic forests with integrity.

Recently, the USFS was once again

caught negligent in caring for the land

and serving the people. The Bartram

Trail was damaged by the scourge of

clearcutting. This goes on all the time.

Hundreds of beautiful places across the

National Forests of Alabama are damaged and destroyed every year.

Historical sites are cut. The unnofficial trails of the Backcountry are

erased without a thought by the USFS timber quotas. The Monitor is

working on maps showing the last ten years of timbering with all its

fringe benefits of conversion, poisons and roads. One thing is clear.

The Sipsey Wilderness is being ringed with clearcuts. The habitat of

Rare and Endangered Mussels in the Brushy Drainage as well as our

Wild and Scenic Riverare impacted by the unslowingclearcutting that

goes on right to the blufflincs. Extensive cutting is planned for the

entire areas across the river from the Sipsey Recreation Area. Perhaps

the Forest Supervisor plans to apologize after the fact as he did after

the Bartram clearcutting. It is his responsibility to oversee all plans that

affect the forests. All designated trails should have mandatory 1/4 mile

setbacks but our Federal Timber Company squeezes out every stick it

can get. Don't worry, the Bartram Trail will grow back in 20 or 50

years. I call on all who are sick and tired of this kind of management

to join with the Monitor and become part ofour growing army who is

fighting for our last wild places. You cannot glue the trees back on the

stumps when they are mistakenly cut down.

There is nothing wild about a big tree farm. The state is full of them.

There is a great need to preserve more wilderness and natural places.

We need Monitor chapters across the state. Let's get on with public

outcry before they tear everything wild to pieces for its components.

We ask forconservation and they give usdesolation; we ask forbeauty

and they give us stumps, we ask for protection of our endangered

mussels and they pour more silt on them.

It is impossible to manage for the health of ecosystem and natural

succcssional bio-diversitywhiletryingtoextract millions ofboard feet

of timber. Sheer impossibility. Where money is involved, the

ecosystem will always be the loser.

They think that you are apathetic, show them that you mean business.

Write yourcongressman and senator today. Call a local newspaper and

tell them about the destruction. Tell them to call me and I will

personally carry them on a lovely tour where they can film, photo and

get a good story.

More and more foresters arc waking up to the fact we are entering a

new age of preservation. History will prove us to be the good guys.

Lamar Marshall

Any cartoons that even remotely resemble living persons is strictly a

wild and crazy coincidence.
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ABOUT THE FRONT COVER

The blazing Bankhead summer sun looks more like the red

planet, the god of war. And war it is. The lovers of the Black

Warrior Mountains are ready to fight for the homeland in the

federal courts around the land. Charlie Seifried can photograph

with awe the elements on the firmanent and the heavens alike.

May the sun set on the past practices ofthe US Forest Service in

the national forests of Alabama.



Walking The Sipsey Wilderness:

Part 7
by Jim Manasco

Blossoms Herald Spring On Thompson Creek Trail

A trail leads downstream along the east side where Northwest Road crosses Thompson Creek.

The trail is about six miles long and loops deep

through the wilderness and comes out to the road w^mmm^^^^^m^^^^^^^^^^^^^^K^
on the mountain above Bee Branch. The first

mile of the trail will take you to White Oak

Branch. A short hike down the trail and then

back out the same way will treat you to an array

of native wildflowers.

"A SHORT HIKE DOWN THE

TRAIL AND THEN BACK OUT

THE SAME WAY WILL

TREAT YOU TO AN ARRAY

OF NATIVE WILDFLOWERS."

The continental United States is divided into

three major frost zones. These zones are estab

lished by the dates of the last frost.

BIG FLOWERED WHITE TRILLIUM

the plants with forked stems will bloom.

On Thompson Creek the northern and southern zones

overlap, splitting the central zone. Here on this

part of the forest is the only place that this happens.

The valley here is also seven degrees warmer than

the ridge above in the winter and seven degrees cool

er in the summer. To predict when something will

bloom here is not possible. It changes every year.

The only way you can predict what flowers will

bloom a week in advance is to go look a week before

for the ones still in bud. Wildflowers do not last as

long as the cultivated varieties so if you go to the

same place once a week you will see a different set.

The wildflowers that you will see along the trail are

as follows:

TRILLIUM. Several species will be

blooming including the dark red twisted petal and

the Big Whites. Trilliums get their names from

having three of everything, three leaves, three sepals

and three petals.

MAY APPLES. It is interesting to note that only



RED BUCKEYE. These buckeyes never reach tree size and are the ones that grow the Lucky
Buckeyes.

PAWPAWS. Most everyone knows what a pawpaw looks like but how many would recognize the
bloom?

DOLL'S EYES. The flowers are not as showy as the seeds. This fall these blooms will look like a

cluster of grapes growing upside down. The grapes will be white and each will have a black dot

onit. The vine part will be bright red. They are as poison as they are colorful.

WILD GERANIUMS, White Larkspurs, and Blue Phlox will line the trail as you walk down the
stream.

Moving off the trail to the bluff, the big moss covered rocks are hanging gardens of ginger and
ferns.

The above listing of wildflowere are only a small sample of all the varieties of flowering plants to

view on your hike. Take time to behold the beauty of the wildflower array as you walk the
Thompson Creek Trail.

Do not pick the flowers or you may have to pay!

2.5 miles

*©CK
Bfcioce To

JIM MANASCO IN THE WILDERNESS



THE FANTASTIC BOTANICAL

GARDENS OF BANKHEAD

The northern slopes of the Tennessee Divide

( known in the old days as the High Town Path

or the Ridge Path ) fall into the drainages of

numerous creeks that make up the Flint Creek

drainage. Gillespie of Indian Tomb, Lee,

By Bill Weatherford

recognised by the USFS and designated as botan

ical areas as required by law is beyond me. I

have found that the greatest critics of our

Bankhead Forest fan club have never walked the

back country. They don't even know what trea

sures are hidden away here. They are merely

ACRES ON ACRES OF DENSE BEDS OF BLOODROOT

TRILLIUMS AND OTHER FLOWERING PLANTS

Thompson, Indian, Sheats, and Wiggins are the

Bankhead tributaries that make up outstanding

botanical areas of the limestone valleys. Along

these streams and hillsides are the densest of the

Bankhead flora.

I have walked through three feet tall false

soloman seal, great beds of the queen of herbs •

golden seal, acres of trillium grandiflora, and

numerous other flowering herbs.

Rue aneneme, foamflower, blue cohosh, rattle-

root, great soloman's seal, and allegheny spurge

form green carpets. Why these areas are not

uncaring spokesmen for the timber industry. We

that have tasted of the rare beauty of the walled

canyons and flowering paradise know why we

must continue to push for protection.

Several times I have heard the Forest Supervisor

John Yancy say that he personally had not seen

the areas that we asked for special protection,

but that his staff had assured him that the area

was not special. Could it be that his staff has no

appreciation or ability of recognition for scenic

and biological treasures? Something is wrong. He

should come to the back country and sec with
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MEDICINAL PLANTS

OF THE CREEK NATION

Amongthe many who have made the hardwood

hills and hollows of North West Alabama

home, those calling themselves the Esti Mvskoke

have left an indelible footprint on the history of this

region.

Known as Creeks, Upper Creeks, Lower Creeks,

Muskogec and Mvskoke among many, they lived in

a highly civilized world with a keen sense of oneness

with the natural environment around them.

What modern man knows as

the Creek Nation was more

appropriately called the

Mvskoke Nation. Comprised of

many sub-groupsranging from

the Appalachees to the

Hitchitis, they all fell within

the great Mvskoke

Confederacy. Each sub-group

existed with its own dialect and

traditions but called the Creek

language their mother tongue

and Lingua Franca or trading

language.

One of the more highly

developed areas of this Confederacy aside from its

contributions to our democratic form of government

was in the realm of natural healing and the use of the

herbs and roots that they felt HSVKE, the Creator

and Master of Breath had provided as a means of

health.

Creek medicine encompassed then and today still

encompasses manymore areas than simply herbal

remedies. The Creek Maker of Medicine, or as James

Fenimore Cooper phrased it, the Medicine Man

functions in many different areas of healing with

plant remedies beingjust one area of many.

The Maker of Medicine is more than just an

herbalist. He is a repository of history and culture,

and a unifying thread linking the tribal community

with it's past. "Medicine" is a modern term that

by Darryl Patton

doesn't adequately describe the multi-faceted aspects

of his position.

In any modern Creek community there are those

who function strictly as herbalists, while the Maker

of Medicine will deal with some herbs in what

people think of as traditional herbal medicine and

other herbs in a more ceremonial context. Many

families will also carry on a tradition of herbal

simples passed down within the family.

It is also impossible to

discuss some of the herbs used

by the Muskoke's without a

simple language lesson. As you

can see, the "Nation" is called

Muskogee and Mvskoke, with

both being correct. Muskogee

is simply the modern rendition

of the Creek word Mvskoke.

In Creek, what looks like

your typical abc's is not what it

seems. Some letters have a

totally different pronunciation.

For example: the "V" is

pronounced as a short U as in

the word mug. It also sounds like a short "A". The C

sounds like the letter "J" or soft "G". The "K" is

pronounced as a hard "G" as in goat. The letter "T"

in Creek is pronounced as the letter "D" as in dog.

The letter "P" is pronounced like the "B" in boy. A

good example would be the word Cate which means

stone. It is actually pronounced Jahdee. These are

some of the most commonly mispronouncedletters

when trying to read modern day Creek which is

spoken as a first and second language by many

native speakers in Florida and Oklahoma.

The following herbs are just a few of the many

medicinals still employed by modern day Creeks.

Spelling and pronunciation may differ slightly from

area to area. Variations also occur when discussing

Creek as spoken in the South and Creek as spoken in



Oklahoma. Creek spoken here in the South is a much

more ancient variety of the language.

MULLEIN (Wacace hitci) - Roots were pounded

and mixed with willow for coughs, leaves smoked

for the sinuses and poulticed on swellings. Flowers

used as a sedative.

RABBIT TOBACCO (Aha Lvbvkca) - Used for

smoking, deliriums, sinus problems and congestion.

Also used as an astringent for poison ivy, oak and

sumach.

SUMACH Creek (Tawa Cati) Seminole (Tawa

Lakko)- Leaves poulticed on swellingjoints,

arthritis and hemorrhoids. Bark and berries used for

kidney problems, mouth ulcers and canker sores,

gargle for sore throats. Leaves mixed with willow

were used for "tobacco". Roots were boiled as a

remedy for dysentery. Mixed with tobacco it was

employed for any kind of lung problem. Berries used

especially for the kidneys and bladder stones. Leaves

and bark were utilized as a hemostatic to staunch

bleeding.

HORSEMINT(KofvtckaLakko)- Green leaves

were mashed and drunk for backaches. The entire

plant was drunk hot to induce sweating. Boiled

together with rabbit tobacco it was used for

deliriums. It was boiled with red willow for swelling

in the legs. The tops were used for chills. It could be

combined with fleabane and golden alexanders for a

sick headache. It was also used for congestion,

swollen sinuses and bronchitis.

PINE (Cule) - Young needles were brewed into a

high vitamin c tea useful for colds and fevers. Inner

bark was used as a food source duringthe lean times

when other staple crops failed.

WHITE OAK (Kvlv) - Highly valued by the Creeks

for the useful flour coming from the highly nutritious

and sweet acorns. Some varieties needed no

leaching. Medicinally used for internal bleeding, soft

spongy gums and occasionally for coughs.

SOUTHERNRED OAK (Lokcvpe)- Inner bark

was used by itself or in combination with blackberry

root for severe dysentery. Occasionally used for liver

complaints and also for mouth ulcers and canker

sores.

SLIPPERYELM (Lupakv)- Inner bark was dried,

pounded and prepared as a gruel in time of famine or

for the sick. Also used for burns and any type of

stomach and intestinal complaints.

SWEETGUM (Heluk Vpe) - Young leaves at the

terminal end of the branches soaked in hot water and

poulticed on arthritic joints. Sap used as an

expectorant and for bums and other hard to heal cuts.

AMERICANBEECH (Nofvpe)- A strong hot tea

utilized as a soak for poison ivy and oak.

WILD CHERRY(To Fvmpe) - Tea used for

measles, chickenpox, colds, coughs and congestions.

DOGWOOD(Atapaha)- Used for intermittent

fevers. Occasionally used for the "flux". Sometimes

used for ball clubs.

BLACKWALNUT (AhawvEm Vpe) - Green

hulls were split and applied to ringwormsand other

fungal infections. Inner bark also used for intestinal

worms.

EASTERN RED CEDAR (Vcenv) - Berries used to

ward off contagious diseases. Berries and branches

used to fumigate sick rooms. Inner bark also used to

promote fertility.

MULBERRY(Ke Vpe) - Favorite wood for the

keco and kecvape (mortar and pestle). Fruity and

inner bark used to treat worms.

PERSIMMON(Svtv Mvpe) - One of the favorite

Creek food staples. Innerbark used for mouth and

stomach ulcers. Excellent for diarrhea and the flux.

Some tribes used bark for the thrush.

SASSAFRAS(Weso) - Tea used for measles,

chickenpox and to reduce fevers. Leaves dried and

used as a thickening agent. Root tea used to cleanse

blood. Tea also used as a wash for lice.

MAGNOLIA/SWEETBAY(Tolv)- Inner bark

used for arthritis, gout and rheumatism. Used for

nervous complaints and also fevers. Populartoday

for breaking the nicotine habit.

WILD PLUM (PvkanvSeminole) - Popular in the

treatment of coughs, congestion, bronchitis and

particularly for asthma.

SARSAPARILLA(LvIunkLane) - Used to

increase the bust line, a source of hormonesand for

stomach trouble.

PRICKLYASH (Tokvsappv)- Known to settlers

as "Toothache Tree", it was used to treat toothaches,

arthritis, and berries as a dye.

HICKORY(Oce) - Sap used as substitute for maple

syrup. Occasionally used to treat arthritis. Main

wood used for ball clubs, and as a source of cordage.

MUSCADINE(Coloswv)- Stems were dried,

burned to an ash and used in water to treat diabetes,

and internal cancers.



BLACKBERRY (Kvco Heurv) - Combined with

Red Oak bark for the treatment of diarrhea and other

types of the bloody flux. The roots and unripe fruit
can be used.

JERUSALEMOAK (Ue Lane) - Used as one of

the more popular worm killers. It means yellow

water in Creek as it turns your urine that color. It

was also used for the kidneys and liver.

GINSENG (Heles Hvtke) - An infusion used for

shortness of breath, croup and coughs. Also used in

"medicine".

MAPLE (Heno)- "Syrup", an eyewash for sore

tired eyes, and for "female" complaints.

PASSIONFLOWER(Opaga)- Employed as a safe
but powerful sedative and as a blood tonic.

Passionfloweris now used as a commercial sedative

prescribed by physicians in Europe. It is popular in

health food stores in the U.S.

INTRODUCING

Little River Botanicals

QUESTION - Are you tired of spending lots of

money for herbal products and supplements.

QUESTION - Are you concerned about the quality

and freshness of the herbal products you sec in your

local health food stores?

QUESTION ■ Would you like the opportunity to

purchase high quality herbal products formulated

especially foryou?

QUESTION - Would you like the expertise of an

herbalist with a knowledge of 1500 plants in their

natural environment, not simply the product as it

sits on a shelf in a store?

THE ANSWER TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS ISi

LITTLE RIVER BOTANICALS

Formed as an alternative to the high prices found in

many health food and herb shops, Little River

Botanicab was formed with you, the public, in mind.

We carry herbal products that have been historically

used for a wide range of ailments ranging from asth

ma to migraines, weight loss and tinnitus. If we do

not have the product you need, we will be glad to

custom formulate it for you. You will find our prices

are SIGNIFICANTLY less than what you will find

elsewhere.

For more information and a detailed price list send a

large SASE to:

LITTLE RIVER BOTANICALS

Pat Weeks

1108 Rhodes St. N.W.

Hartselle, Al 35640

(205) 773-6155

(Authorized Dist.)

Darryl Patton

P.O. Box 8481

Gadsden, Al 35902

(205) 523-5300

(Owner/Herbalist)

HEARTWOOD -

PAOLI, INDIANA



" SHIP ROCK " OF THE

BLACK WARRIOR
. by Rickey Butch Walker

This article first appeared in the Moulton Advertizer in Walker's column ■ Bankhead Back Trails

caught from setting sun, providing brief sailing
The mighty "Ship Rock" of the Black Warrior is

sailing east, dragging the mountains and canyons

of unspeakable beauty through the universe.

In front of her awesome sandstone bow is the

BOW OF SHIP ROCK

"Tugboat Rock" of the forest, leading the way

and breaking the bonds of time to allow the Ship

Rock to meet her destiny beyond the knowledge

of humankind.

The Tugboat Rock is always at her bow, never

allowing her voyage to be slowed by the forces of

time. Near the stern of Tugboat Rock is the

Needle's Eye, which focuses the last flowing rays

light toward the east before darkness dims the

mighty ship's journey.

The forces of time blasted the hole called the

Needle's Eye at the stern of Tugboat Rock

thousands of years ago; yet -- undaunted — the

little sandstone tug maintains a true course

guiding the mighty Ship Rock through the

earth's celestial sphere.

Out of Hubbard Creek Canyon and through the

middle of King Cove, she sails, leaving a deep

botanical trough and solid standing waves of

sandstone, which begin to close at the falling

waters of Parker, Quillan, and Kinlock. The

waterfalls of the Warrior Mountains send

TUGBOAT ROCK

melodious sound waves from the true wilderness

to lap at her sides.

At the bow of Ship Rock, the crest rises high,

creating the vast depressions of the beautiful

valleys through which Sipsey and Thompson

flow. Forever eastward toward the rising sun of

a new day, she plows through the forested sea

and pulls the high bluffs churning constantly



through the land of a thousand waterfalls.

From the botanical gardens of the limestone

valleys to the hardwood ridges of the sandstone

slopes, she has sailed from before the time of the

dinosaurs toward eternity, with the timeless

canyons of the Warrior Mountains lashed firmly

to her stem.

Ship Rock has a great deck nearly 1,000 feet in

length over 100 feet wide. Her bow is a sharp

NEEDLE'S EYE

rising crest which rides high in the waves of the

air, reaching nearly 60 feet above first contact

with her timbered and stony sea. Her stern is

broad, with the great force of Mother Nature

driving her through the mountainous sea..^lways

leaving the beginnings of Sipsey in her wake.

Her sides, adorned with big flowered trillium,

Virginia bluebells, blue cohosh, and Dutchman's

breeches, rise some 50 feet to the mountain laurel

and Virginia pine-covered deck.

Ship Rock is a monument in time and a symbol

of persistence. She was created before the age of

the great reptilian dinosaurs, the age of the

gigantic mammals, and the age of the red man

who once inhabited her great forested seas. No

time, force, or age is her master, for God is her

pilot and only He knows her true destiny. As

God spins the eternal swirl of the universe, Ship

Rock holds steady, while dragging the Warrior

Mountains along with the rest of the world.

Where is the huge Ship Rock, Tugboat Rock,

and the Needle's Eye? These geologic wonders

are woven into the fabric of Lawrence County's

Warrior Mountains. The magnificent Weaver

left His Needle's Eye as a guide, for those who

may think they are lost, to the great ship and

little tug.

Now for directions: From the Byler Road, turn

east on the Northwest Road and go to the dead

end at Thompson Creek Bridge. Take the

wilderness trail, which turns south down the east

side of the beautiful Thompson Creek Canyon.

You will hike about one and a half hours before

you see a large hole in the face of the bluff just

prior to reaching the forks of Thompson and

Hubbard Creeks. You have arrived! ( editors

note: see map on page two. )
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FIGHTING FOR THE

LAST WILD PLACES !
11 Wise in the Ways of the Wilderness, and Strong with the Strength of the Wild " Service

The wild places of the state of Alabama are rapidly

falling to the onslaught of industry, development,

and urbanization. The results are less lands that are

left in the natural state. To hunters, this means less

land to hunt on, to photographers it means less lands

to photograph, to

campers and hikers

it means less of the

great outdoors, to

rare and endangered

plants and animals,

it means extinction

forever.

The Bankhead

National Forest is a

last reservoir of

native wildness in

this part of Ala

bama. It must be

saved. Saved from

the hands of your

own government.

Every square inch

of our public lands

does not have to be

exploited for its

resources. The re

source called beauty

is sacrificed for

The Bankhead Monitor has documents containing

studies from many years ago on the stream bottom

conditions of Rush, Brushy, Capsey, Brown, Owl,

Sipsey, Inman and numerous other Bankhead

streams.

boards. The tiny

living tribes of mussels that live in the streams

should find a safe haven here in the miles of shaded

:anyons of the Bankhead. But they are being exter

minated. They cannot tolerate sediment buildup on

the stream bottoms.

Already, there are blank stretches of streams that do

not have the mussel beds of history,

rhe USFS has indicted itself by its own words. I

liave dozens upon dozens of quotes and figures where

:he USFS states that it is injecting sediment into the

labitat of the endangered mussels. Tons of silt. The

mussel experts and scientists all agree that sediment

iegrades this habitat. Yet, the siltation continues to

■un into the streams of Bankhead in violation of

cderal law.

A current study will prove that the habitat of the

mussels has and is continuing to degrade.

This degradation is merely the side effect of the

even-aged management which includes herbicides,

burning, roadbuilding, clearcutting and other

abominable practices carried out on your public

lands.

These practices each and independently cause erosion

and sediment that cannot be stopped from reaching

the streams. The result is destruction of your last

wild places. As a Monitor member, you are fighting

for what belongs to you and to your children.

A true plan of conservation and wise use must be

implemented in order to preserve this piece of planet



earth that has been called down through the corri

dors of time the Black Warrior Mountains.

We must put an end to the disastrous cumulative

effects that are destroying the forest.

Sometimes the wisest and best management plan for

our forest is to do nothing. Let the forces that God

almighty designed and set in motion do their work

to produce a perfect balance.

Only a few people make their living from this forest.

They can continue to do so under a management

plan for restoration of Bankhead. There are enough

pine plantations that a limited amount of trees could

be cut for 20 years as the ridges are allowed to re

turn to hardwoods. This way the timber interests,

the ecosystem, and the majority of the public who

want their last wild places left intact will win.

Lamar Marshall

OKttdoorOmnibus

Quality Equipment for Camping & Cycling

2806 S. Memorial Pkwy
Huntsville.AI. 35801 205/533-4131

R\/ Connor, Proprietor

BUY AN AD -

SAVE YOUR FOREST !

Contact:

The Bankhead Monitor

Advertizing Ucpt.

Pat Weeks (205) 773-6155

1108 Rhodes Street, NW

Hartselle, Al. 35640

Join

THE ONLY REAL WISE USE GROUP.

PARKS AND PRESERVES ARE FOR THE

BIRDS - GOOD FOR NOTHING. YOUR

CHILDREN COULD GET LOST IN THEM,

GET SUNBURNED, PECKED BY A WILD

CARDINAL, OR WORSE YET - BECOME

A TREE-HUGGER!

DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN!

WE, OF NAW, WANT TO SEE THE

NATIONAL FORESTS OF ALABAMA CUT TO

THE GROUND, BURNED, POISONED WITH

HERBICIDES AND DOZED. WE NEED MORE

INDUSTRIAL PARKS INTERSPERSED WITH

PINE TREE FARMS.

WE WANT TO SEE MORE ASPHALT, LESS

WILDFLOWERS, MORE CONCRETE, LESS

DEER, MORE SMOKESTACKS, LESS

MOUNTAINS, MORE MONO, LESS DIVERSITY

KEEP YOUR CHILDREN OUT OF THE

FORESTS, SAFE AMONG THEIR INNER

CITY GANG FRIENDS AND HIGH ON DRUGS.

AND REMEMBER. IF SOME NATURE NUT

APPROACHES YOU ABOUT SAVING MORE

FORESTS, —

JOIN NAW

NERDS AGAINST WILDERNESS
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» THE WOODED HILLS OF

BANKHEM) FOREST WERE
STREWN WITH THE BONES

OF DEAD MEN. "

In the vear of 1757 ihe wooded h.lb of the
,nk ead National Forest were strewn w.th the

? f fl,.,d men They had been murdered
bones of dead me... y Path

They were the Chicka.aw ...en who had gone out to
they wer Choclaw warriors and

into some
me shadowy niche in the rocks.

;,n for tl.« bcu-r p-ct of .

nura.ro».

by Oiarles Hubbert

mUnitions on the trade path fro.n Carolina, leaving
the Chickasaw unarmed and vulnerable.

increasingly dependant u
tor

wilderness from Charleston.

and guns to enable: us t
to revive a dying fnend. Wei

?
5
hunting camp where we

oor
trader, lo and from our nauon.

—-



runningthegauntletofClioctawandFrenchwar
parties.OnMny25,1757traderDenialPepper

wrote,"WefearthaitheChickasawtradersarecat

tiffbytheenemyastheyhavebeenexpectedfor

thismonthpastwiththeirhorsesandnotyet

arrived,noranyaccountofthem."OnJune12,

1757traderJohnBucklesreported"Two

ChickersawswerekilledbyaparlyofClioctawson

llietradepath."AndinSeptember,"three

hundredFrenchmencomaherewiththeirIndians.

Thesaidarmycampedwithinamileofllietown

nilnight,andnextmorningtheywentoffnnthe

pathsthatleadabetweentheCoosawaandthe

Chickersaws."

"....theChickasaw,alongwiththe

Choctaw,theCreek,theCherokeeand

theIruquoisweretoreawayfromthe

gravesoftheirGrandfathers,aiidsent

alongthegloomyTrailofTears..."

TheChickasawssenloutwarriorstomeettin:

tradersandprotectthemfurthelasthundredmiles

orsooftheirjourney.OnSeptember19.1757

Buckles"gotthirtyChickersawstogooutinorder

tomeetthetradersandguardthemsafelyhere.

Abouteightymilesoutfromthisnationtheymet

aboutfiftyChocktaws,whohaillainonthepath

wateingtoraprey.Thetwopartiesengagedand

hadasmartbattle.TheChickersawsputthemlo

therun.killedfourofthem,andwoundedSeveral

others,butnotwithoutthelossofsixmenkilled

onthespotandseveralothersdesparalely

wounded."

Therehasneverbeenbraverwarriorsorfiercer

fightersthanllieChiekasaws.TheBritish

Colonies,andlatertheyoungAmericannation,

neverhadmoreunwaveringlyloyalfriendsthan

theChickasaw.Buiintheenditwonthem

nothing.Eventually,theChickasaw,alongwith

theChoetaw.theCreek,theCherokeeandthe

Iroquoisweretornawayfrom1hegravesoftheir

Grandfathers,andsentalongthatgloomyTrailof

TearstoOklahoma.Theyarestilltheretoday.

ButinJuneof1993representativesofthe

ChickasawNationreturnedtoAlabamatocheck

onthegravesofGrandfathersburiednearthe

TennesseeRiver.Wewereabletobeassistanceto

theminthatmatter.Andso,foramomftttt,we

havetheirear.ThisiswhatIwouldlikelosay.

InllieBankheadNaviwrra\Votcalarctreeswhose

rootshavebeennourishedbythebloodofyour

Grandfathers,bythebonesofmenwhodird

lightingfortheirfamiliesandtheirhomes.There

isabattlegoingonintheBankheadForcsitoday.

Thebailieisbeingfoughttoprotectthosetrees

andthosegraves.1wonderiftheChickasaw

NationwouldhelpguardtheRidgePathagain?

HELPPR
.OUR

CULTURAL<
HERITAGE

BYLEAVINGARCHAEOLOGICAL

HISTORICALREMAINSUNDISTURBED

PROHIBITEDBYLAW

I'.
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B ^
ARTRAM TWMt DAMAGED

he nationally famous William Bartram Trail m the

uskegee National Forest has been damaged by a
wrimr operation. What? No buffer zone?

S ?Z*•»*• procedurc for tlie Nall°
Alabama.

not in the

endangered mussels.
The US *«* Serv.ce is about to go to court to
decide if the agency is in violation of laws.

SKINNED OUT IN IUNKHEAD

BB

scheduled for every year.

„„„«

5ol

With the suspended solids is called turbidity. We
have also installed sediment columns in the stream

bottoms below the latest and greatest clearcuts

What a coincidence that one of cur legal counc.lors

name is Mudd. Come on rains,

"vluch brings me to the news Hash that I almost

Species Act,

ical Protection Act, the TO ^dSoe^
the National Environmental Policy Ac,

Use Act and perhaps a dozen more. Stay tuned
the LITIGATION WARS.

from

Toresf

inten^tserv,ce, rec0Tds and estimates of
as well as US 1 orcst =>« Brushy,
5Udiment discharged mlo th. botton

Capsey, B.own, Rush, £££& mu()dy water
d ous other creeKs

the dictates of one party
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nigan, and numerous
other



TUBTLE C1AN DRUMS IN KANLOCK

CATHEDRAL

Tl,e Council of t»c Inner Circle of 12 met in the
anccnt center of the forest lo officially launch .he
next stage of the War For the Bankhid Hay

-« mereiy ^

on behalf of thc Fore

DESOTO NATIONAL FOREST UNDER S
, *V MISSISSIPPI niim

*ve

She by

T
erse, «« of
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to save \\\e vritt wluge.

FOREST SERVICE SENDS MONEY TO THE
BANKIIEAD

h- Forest Service ,s attempting to f.mnel money
- <- project, Eo pacify the people of Wenc. *
County and surrounding areas

i congressIOnal investig

I
of FS activi

ma.

fund, vnU he used
fa

across

gin thfe summer



4TJ0IV WIDE FIGHT TO SAVE THE FORESTS
national forests of Alabama are not the only
ingered forests in the US. This summer, the

itor team went to Kentucky to see what was

lening in other national forests. The Seventh

ual Pow Wow was held in Daniel Boone

onal Fore6t. Hundreds of forest fighters from

38 the country attended. There was little leisure

as the 3 days was jam-packed with classes on

ything form bio-diversity to the legality of clear

ing. It was sponsored by Heartwood this year. It

begun by the Forest Reform Network from

is of whom Ned Fritz is the coordinator. Also

3 in force was Save America's Forests and dozens

her grass-roots groups just like you.

]learcuts
Kill

Experts estimate thai li.S. Forest S«rvi< <■

<-lean-u|tliifi kills nearly

14 million salamanders a year

in Western North Carolina

Astern North Carolina Alliance

POW WOW TEE SHIRT

LABUN COUNTY COALITION TO SAVE THE

FORESTS HALTS LOGGING IN GEORGIA

:. Press 4/9/93

Alexander, who heads up this citizens group in

ihattahoochie National Forest, obtained a court

' which maintains that the US Forest Service

ily sold and clear-cut trees on national forest

i in Georgia without conducting " proper envi-

lental procedures." The order may stop logging

e area for six months to a year and could force

"S to " always complete" environmental assess-

s before logging.

LAWSUIT FILED IN TENNESSEE AGAINST U«
The Forest Service is being 8Ucd in Tennessee ot
alleged violations of the National Forest Manage,
ment Act of 1976 by allowing roadbuilding and
clearcutting that would degrade 62% of the fore*
aesthetic resources; altering habitat of area flora <

fauna, despite an NFMA charge to protect bio-dr

sity; adversely affecting the areas recreational val

and providing below-cost timber sales in contrast

with the limited below-cost sales intended by the

BANKHEAD ALMOST GETS BLACK BEAR

A black bear captured in Birmingham was first

reported to be released in the Bankhead Forest bi

instead, Wildlife officials have decided to ship the

Bear to Tennessee. The black bear were once nun-

ous in Bankhead until killed off by encroaching

settlers who loved bear meat and used the lard sir

larly as one would a hog.

RAINBOW FAMILY VISITS BANKHEAD

A scouting party for the Rainbow Family held a

spring scouting campout in order to find a place fi

the National Gathering which could muster 20,000

from all across the nation.

Instead, the Gathering was held in Talladega Nati

al Forest with only about a quarter of the usual

number attending. One reason given was the fear <

inhospitality by rural southerners.

The question of environmental impact was a conc<

in Bankhead. Twenty thousand or even five

thousand from any group, even a Sunday school

class, could result in crushing rare plants.

There are some very good national forest areas aci

the nation that have several square miles of open

land that will better serve such an event.

ALABAMA'S GREATEST FORESTER?

Alabama is blessed with a man who realizes that t

majority of peoples of Alabama want their public

lands managed differently today than in the past.

His name is John Yancy. He is the epitome of a

southern gentleman. He is diplomatic, intelligent a

progressive in the sense of future trends.

Recently, he made a speech at Auburn University

The following is the abstract taken from a pamphl

announcing the program:

" Public Forestry is being challenged by individual

who believe foresters are placing too much emphai

on "Caring for the land" and not much value on

"Serving the people".

Special interest groups are actively recruiting local

and national community leaders with excellent pul

lie relations skills to challenge foresters on their

stewardship of public forests. Many of these



LividuaU are expert in using emotions to gain

iWic support. Public foresters are finding it
fficult to win many head-on debates because of the

nflicting nature of the resources we manage-

ecreation vs. Timber; Range vs. Water; Timber vs.

ilderness; etc. Public foresters are also handi-
pped by being too slow to realize that good science

id maximizing dollars is no longer what our public

»nts from their public lands.

tie Forestry profession can move forward; but we

ust develop new philosophies and methods of man-

rcment. Because all things are always changing,

ie profession cannot remain the same and still

rovide proper stewardship of public forest lands."

HE MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT

he history of the decline of the songbird popula-

ons in our are must not omit the history of USFS

lanagement practices in the Bankhead National

orest. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act states that it

taU be unlawful at any time, by any means, or in

ny manner, to...kill....any migratory bird, any part,

est, or egg of any such bird. 16 USC 703

he common practice in the Bankhead has been to

pray poisonous hexazinone from a sprayer that

Dvere the land like a fire truck hose with a finer

tream. This indiscriminately saturates all forms of

dldlife in the area. Baby birds and eggs cannot get

way. This poisoning is carried on in the nesting

cason of birds.

'he Audubon Society has been contacted in order to

ut monitoring surveillance personnel in the field be-

ind USFS spraying operations. Injured wildlife and

icsting birds will be filmed and documented in order

o seek litigation against any offender,

'his practice has been and is illegal. Until recently,

he Forest Service has not had the public eye focused

n its every move in the Bankhead and the other

lational forests of Alabama.

WANTED ! INFORMATION ON VIOLATIONS.

rhe Bankhead Monitor is seeking information on the

ollowlng:

Evidence of Forest Service destruction of archaeolog-

cal or historical sites by any form of activity.

Phis includes clearcutting bluff shelters where

ndians may have lived.

Evidence of any other violations of any kind that

nay be useful in a federal lawsuit.

rhe names of any persons with information will be

leld in strict confidence. Also, anonymous tips that

ve can investigate ourselves will be helpful.

1

BLACK CAT FILMED IN BANKHEAD \UMN
Attack cat of very large proportions wa& Videotaped

in the vicinity of the Bankhead National Forest.

While state wildlife officials deny the existence of
such a beast, five individuals including the editor of

the Bankhead Monitor saw it personally.

A local family first spotted the black cat with a long

black tail in the edge of a pasture. The entire family
watched it. Several days later it returned. This time

the wife grabbed the video camera and began

videoing as she walked across the 130 yards toward

the leopard(?). The video is several minutes long.

A month later, the editor of the Monitor viewed the

video. There was no doubt that whatever was in the

photo was not canine as it has a slim, black tail

three feet long and probably weighed 80 to 100

pounds. It was absolutely not a housecat.

As the editor and Greg Preston were heading for the

Forest anyway, they decided to visit the site and

just look around for tracks or sign. They parked by a

building and while Marshall loaded his camera, Greg

and a friend walked up onto a porch. They excitedly

called to Marshall that they saw it. The editor load

ed his camera and walked toward the field.

Sure enough, there, just over a hundred yards was a

black panther/leapard(?). It was stalking around the

edge of a field. It was large. Not a coyote. Not a

housecat. But an animal that one would expect to

see in a zoo. " I stalked across the field trying to get

that proving-to-the-world shot. But it was not meant

to happen. The grass was higher now than the

month before when the first video was made. The

cat would move a few yards and crouch down in the

grass. Eighty yards; fifty yards; thirty yards and the

cat was looking straight at me. Suddenly, he turned

and in one one leapardly leap, gracefully vanished

into the swamp." Marshall said. " I have been on the

trail of native animals for twenty five years; had a

lot of experience with bobcats up to thirty five

pounds, but never seen anything like this," he said.

It is possible the animal is an escaped pet, or zoo

animal. It is also possible that a pair of such animals

are breeding and populating the woods with a new

predator.

The video was viewed by Ron Eakes and Randal

Blocker of the Ala. Dept. of Conservation. At the

time Eakes stated that the cat weighed over a hun

dred pounds and was probably a leapord. When the

Decatur Daily did an article later, he stated that it

could be a housecat.

You have to watch that professional image, you

know.



re growing on pine sites and hardwood genocide is the daily prescription. One hundred year 7l
•ces that would Jive to 400 years are being cut down in the prime or life in the name of the
fie/,?; land and Resource Management Plan that was designed to turn your Alabama Nationa
orests into Federal Tree Farms. To make room for the new genetically superior test tube

nnatural pine trees, the old folks must be done away with. May swarms of pine beetles crawl i
icir ears.

PI'HI.IC THKK ON DKAT1I HOW

JOODBYK. OLD FRIKND, MOW MANY

IMES YOU HAVE SERVED US AS THE

REAT OAK TRAIL MARKER TREE ON

OUR PATH INTO PARKER CANYON.

NOW YOU MUST SUFFER DEATH BY

INJECTION AT THE HAND OF THE

FOREST KILLERS!



SIPSBY
WLDERNESS

20

PRODUCED BY THE
BANKHEAD MONITOR, inc. DOUBLE

SPRINGS



HLTON

j

WEST FLINT CREEK DRAINAGE

TENNESSEE DIVIDE

SCALE OF MILES

MUSSELS !
The Bankhead Forest is home

to several rare and endangered

mussels. Shown across page is

the Orange-nacre mucket and the

Dark pigtoe. Above is Butch

Walker • Aquatic Biologist and

Mel Warren of the US Forest

Service. The Forest Service is

studying the mussels. We met

their team on Rush Creek.

NORTHERN BANKHEAD

BULK OF PUBLIC LANDS

NORTHERN BANKHEAD

Approx. 150,000 acres

Approx. 247 sq. miles

Approx. 400 miles of canyons

See USFS map for details.

Note: Some private tracts lie

within these boundaries. 2i



THE PEOPLE SPEAK
LETTERS FROM THOSE OF WHOM THE FOREST SERVICE IS SUPPOSED TO SERVE

A LESSON FROM THE GERMANS

Bankhead Monitor,

I am writing to you because of my recent visit to

Bankhead. I'm very concerned over the clearcut-

ting issue and the very poor management by the

forestry service.

I would like to start by going back to my youth

and what the Bankhead forest has meant to me.

My Grandfather (Travis Armstrong) and many of

my aunts, uncles, and cousins lived in both

Lawrence and Winston Counties of Bankhead. I

resided most of my life in Moulton, down in the

valley. I remember driving through Bankhead in

my father's (Hollis Armstrong) '56 Ford and

lying in the back windows watching the moon

following me. It felt as though the moon had

chosen me and me only to follow. I've always

felt an almost sacred feeling, a pull toward

Bankhead. It was like ancestors of many years

past were calling me to this place...for what I

never knew. My Grandfather, as many will

agree, was one of the best woodsman and hunters

that ever roamed the hills and hollows of

Bankhead. He seemed to know ever tree in the

forest and could walk 10 to 20 miles a day hunt

ing with little to no effort. He taught me many

things about the forest but most important he

taught me to

respect the forest and its past, present and

future.

I left Alabama in 1985 when I joined the U.S.

Army and was stationed in Ft. Hood, Texas for

18 months. I longed to see a tree that one could

walk under. I took it for granted for all those

years that trees would always be there. Now I

was in an area were the trees were no more than

bushes that get 20 ft. in height-Ha! HA!

I was then sent to Muenster, West Germany. It

was a small spot in the middle of a patch of

woods. Many people and I always thought of

Germans as a bunch of Nazis who wanted

communism spread across the world. Well, West

Germany has been democratic for decades and

their lives are very much the same as ours.

Many of the European countries are very similar

to our own in many ways.

22

I married a German lady in 1991 and have

learned much from her and her family. Her

views on the land, nature, and the preservation

of the land is much more present there than that

of many Americans. Germans saw in the begin

ning of their democracy after WWII that if they

didn't start making laws restricting certain

growth, that their cultures as they knew them

would be gone within 50 to 100 years as history

dictates.

When I first arrived in Germany I didn't under

stand how people could live in a country that

was so restrictive. I was used to the freedom of

North Alabama that I was raised in. After

meeting my wife (EUi) and her family I began to

understand. With the land mass the size of

Oregon and 10 times as many people they have

to be restrictive in order to preserve the many

cultures in such a small area. For instance—the

land is zoned for housing, agriculture, industry,

wildlife and game areas. My father-in-law owns

several tracts of land on hillsides and one plot in

their village. His home is built in the village

because he couldn't build one on the hillside

land. Why? you may ask. Well, because this

area is known for its sheep, cheese, and wine and

building a house on the side of the hill would

take away from the culture that has been there

for centuries. So he puts his sheep on the hill.

Its wasn't hard for him to do this because thats

the way it has always been.

As I traveled through Switzerland, France,

Spain, Germany, and Austria one thing that

amazed me was that in 80% of the places I visit

ed it seemed as though I was going back in

time. In many instances the only signs of

modernization was electricity and automobiles.

Much of the way of life is in the way it was

hundreds of years ago.

It is not my suggestion for us to restrict every

one from their freedoms, but to think before we

act. In Germany the forestry service provides

natural resources without destroying nature.

Their main concern is preserving the resources

not for another 20 years, but forever. Only

certain trees are cut and many trees are being

planted. I never actually saw cut sights because



they are non-existent. They extract trees from

the forest, but only a few in each area. They

never clearcut.

I challenge Alabamians to look at what they

have and examine what's going to be there for

their grandchildren. Don't sit in your homes

watching cable T.V. Don't educate your children

only in computer technology, but in your home

land, your culture, your heritage. If we don't

start now our children won't know to start later.

Even though I now reside in North Carolina I'm

still very concerned about my homeland,

Bankhead. I want to be able to bring my chil

dren back o God'8 country as I once knew it.

Please take a look at who you are, who you

were, and who you are going to be. Get

emotional and respond. I know it seems we

don't have any say-so in our government now-a-

days, but its only because we choose not to

speak-out.

Thank you,

Hollis D. Armstrong

GIVE BANKHEAD BACK TO THE INDIANS

May 24,1993

Dear Mr. Marshall, I am writing regarding the

destroying of the Bankhead Forest. I think it is

time for America to admit their true mistakes.

Christopher Columbus did not discover America.

The Indians were already here. The white man

hurt the Indians more than enough. When they

ran them off and kept only one promise and that

was to take their land. But it seems they can't

let bad enough alone. Now, they want to de

stroy their Heritage. To destroy their heritage is

the last thing the white man can do to them.

I feel , if anyone owes anybody anything. They

owe it to the Indians. I am not a prejudiced

person. But I feel certain nationalities can get

anything they want from the government. But,

what do the Indians get? Nothing. And they

ask for nothing. Except to be left alone. Certain

nationalities should be glad they were brought to

America. I'm sure they wouldn't want to trade

places with their brothers, not knowing from

where and when the next meal was coming. I

believe if the Government owns most of the

Bankhead land, instead of selling it cheap, they

ought to give it back to the Indians. That is the

only right thing to do.

Judy Williams - Sanchez

ALABAMIANS MUST FIGHT FOR THE CLEAN

ENVIRONMENT THAT THEY REMEMBER

excerpt from The Birmingham News 6/10/93

editorial by Pat Byington

In Alabama we arc slowly losing our natural

beauty through pollution, poor planning, and

thoughtlessness. More and more, as I travel

across the state for the Alabama Conservancy, I

meet everyday people with stories of personal

loss and downright despair concerning Alabama's

vanishing natural heritage. Their stories always

begin with the simple statement, " I remember

when..." Stories such as: " I remember when we

had more than 20 shellfish beds in Mobile Bay.

Today most, if not all, are gone." " I remember

when the Cahaba River was filled with magnifi

cent stands of Cahaba lilies, unlike the secluded

patches of lilies today." "I remember when my

church could baptize in that creek, but today we

cannot because the water pollution burns our

skin."

"I remember when a forest was a forest, not a

tree farm."

Challenged by these memories, all citizens of

Alabama should fight for their right to a clean

and healthy environment. The prescription to

Alabama's environmental woes is obvious. We

need innovative programs, enforcement of cur

rent laws, education and the political and moral

courage to defend and protect our environment.

If we fail to meet these upcoming challenges and

to provide a vision for Alabama'6 natural heri

tage, we will only leave a hollow, sterile shell and

remnants of what was once Alabama the

beautiful.

Pat Byington, executive director of The Alabama

Conservancy.

THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED TO

THE SAVE THE BANKHEAD FUND!

Many thanks to each and every one of you that

have given to the Save The Bankhead Fund.

I ought to write individual letters of each of you

but we need every penny to go for litigation and

every minute of time to go toward preparing the

case. This involves field work to collect evidence

and research. We will also have to go the District

Headquarters and go through about 10 years of

public records of silvicultural prescriptions.

We have a registry for the Turtle Clan and your

names are in it. The necklaces are almost com

plete and will be mailed shortly.
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I am running behind on the Eco-Warrior cards

but if you have subscribed in this category, you

are in the Registry of Eco-Warriore and I will

get you card to you soon.

Also, we have the first three issues of the

Bankhead on the slate. All of you who have

ordered these issues will get them.

We are looking at an office building and full time

employment for the Bankhead Monitor. We have

dedicated people who intend to fight for our

forests for the rest of their lives.

You, who are standing up for your forests will go

down in history as some of the last twentieth

century warriors fighting for the last wild places.

Thank you for your support.

Lamar Marshall

Tap"

Warrior:

By Lamar Marshal

ECOWARRIOR

Presented in recognition of significant

support in the crusade to protect the

old-growth, the beauty and integrity

of Bankhead National Forest from the

ravages of clearcutling, poisons.

and conversion by the Forest Killers.

• The Bankhead Monitor

-I
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3 YEAR OLD TREE!
36" DIA. TREE GROWN IN ONLY 3 YEARS

WITH OUR AMAZING NEW GENETICALLY

SUPERIOR SEEDLINGS. IMAGINE

ROTATIONS OF ONLY 3 YEARS.

THIS TREE WAS ONLY 3 YEARS OLD WHEN

CUT. HOW CAN THIS BE? WITH OUR NEW

GENETICALLY SUPERIOR TULD? PINE

SEEDLINGS YOU CAN PRODUCE YOUR OWN

OLD-GROWTH FOREST ON YOUR OWN LAND

IN A MATTER OF MONTHS. PURCHASE 5

THOUSAND OF THESE TEST TUBE BABIES

AND WE'LL THROW IN A PAIR OF OREGON

N.W. SPOTTED OWLS!

contact: Alabama Farcetree Supply

DON'T SETTLE FOR A MERE 36"

DIA. TULD? PINE IN 3 YEARS

WHEN YOU CAN GROW A 72" DIA.

TREE IN 3 YEARS OR A 36" DIA.

TREE IN ONLY 18 MONTHS WITH:

UR

W

0-HORMONE

HAMMER

Contact:

ALABAMA FARCETREE SUPPLY



Saladmaster

THE ULTIMATE SURGICAL STAINLESS STEEL COOKWARE

Discover elegance plus versatility in beautiful surgical steel.
The world's best precision cookware cooks to perfection

everything you love to serve your family. The Saladmaster

cooking system delivers the most flavor at the lowest food cost
in the shortest cook'ui2 time. Most remarkably, these benefits

are achieved without the need for added fats, sugar, or sodium.

Fruits and vegetables retain their natural taste and color, thus
their maximum health promoting nutrients, because you need
tw water and only the lowest possible heat. Saladmaster bakes,

roasts, and fries meats without added grease and even removes

excess fat in the cooking process! The Saladmaster system

is absolutely the healthiest possible way to prepare foods.

Saladmaster, an American tradition

for family health and happiness

For a free demonstration

please call

Charlie or "Bob" Maples

1-800-441-0194
«**

(Mention this ad if you purchase a Saladmaster set

and $50 will be donated in your name to the

Bankhead Monitor Forest Defense Fund .)

Save our midlands and Wildlife!

Convert National Forests to National Parks!
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LOGGING - A PROUD

TRADITION OF BANKEAD

COUNTRY.
THE BANKIIEAD MONITOR SALUTES THE INDEPENDENT LOGGERS AND SMALL BUSINESSMEN

If there is one fiercely independent kind of woods

man left in the south today, it is the family and

small time logger who cuts timber for a living.

I, myself, come from a long line of logging people.

My grandaddy used to tell me how he and his broth

ers and daddy went into the woods each day to cut

timber. Of course, in those days, mules were still

used.

Much of what I know about the woods and the

Bankhead country I learned from foresters and

loggers. When I was a teenager, there was a cutter I

knew who would saw with one hand holding his

chainsaw while he smoked a cigarette with the other.

Not a practice that I recommend but he was a

master at laying trees just where he wanted them.

His mind could calculate the wind, the heavy side of

the tree canopy, and the lean all at one time and

drop the tree in a narrow space between other trees

so it wouldn't hang up.

When I moved into the woods and lived without

electricity for 5 years, I burned only wood for heat.

In fact, I had no other heat source for 9 years

straight. I learned many valuable lessons from

loggers. They taught me what kind of saw to buy,

how to keep the chain sharp, and how not to cut my

leg off.

I watched them work and soon realized that the

work of a logger was men's work. Heavy, hard, dirty

and sweaty in the July and August ovens of

Alabama woods. There were bugs and breakdowns

and weeks at a time when the woods were too wet to

work. I envied their freedom but not the hard work.

Today, many free lance loggers own their own

machines. They are expensive to buy and to main

tain. The skidder that puts food on the family table

and gas in the car is a necessity of life. It is as vital

to him as the truck is to a trucker that brings gro

ceries to your local store.

Loggers make their living in the Bankhead forest by

purchasing tracts of timber that the US Forest Ser
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vice has sold to them. With 60,000 acres of pines on

the ridges of the Bankhead, the present generation of

loggers can cut them out in the coming years as the

Bankhead Forest is restored to its native condition

and will allow the forest to return to its former

domination by hardwoods.

SOME THINGS I LEARNED FROM LOGGERS.

Chainsaws are dangerous. I know of several people

killed by carelessness. One man in Birmingham

bought a chainsaw and let it kick up and strike his

jugular vein. Fie is no longer in the world of the

living.

Another incident was the death of a teenage boy's

little brother whom he didn't know had walked close

behind him. The youngster bled to death from a cut

vein in his leg.

Experienced loggers know how to stay alive in a

dangerous business. You can begin to learn chainsaw

safety from a good timber cutter.

MY FIRST LOAD OF FIREWOOD

When I first got married and moved to a farm in the

country, I installed an Ashley wood heater. Coming

home from work one day I spied a huge truckload of

2 foot long seasoned logs that someone had dumped

beside the road. Some were 3 feet thick in diameter.

I got my truck and drove back, I had to roll the

heavy logs up a ramp to load. It took several hours

to get the wood back to my yard.

I proudly got my " bustin " maul out and bore down

on the first section. It didn't split. In fact, the maul

bounced off. I tried again and again. I noticed the

elderly Mr. Cox from next door walking up. He was

a logger from way back. He laughed from ten feet

away. " Son, you ain't never gonna bust that

sweetgum." I learned about splitting sweetgum. It

doesn't.

THE DULL SAW

Another valuable lesson I learned was not to let your

running saw get into the dirt. I always heard that a



little dirt wouldn't hurt anything. The same blade

that would slice through a tree like hot butter one

minute stopped cutting and began to smoke from

overheating. My saw was whining away when two

cutters working across my field came over. They

could tell by the sound that the saw was dull. They

proceeded to teach me how to sharpen the teeth with

a rattail file. Of course, when they did it it worked

like a charm. When I tried it, I got one side filed

different from the other and the saw wouldn't saw

straight. Many hours of practice are required to learn

this skill.

SAGA OF THE SEED TICKS

Then there was the time that I got mixed up in a

dense thicket of laurel on a Bankhead bluff. To make

matters worse, the car got lost. I made it out of the

forest at last light.

I was so tired that I fell asleep without a bath.

When I woke up the next morning, I was greeted

with over 200 large welps from my ankles up. The

worst itching I had ever experienced began. As I

have had intimate relationships with poison ivy and

oak, chiggers, and large ticks, I couldn't figure out

what this curse was.

I went to the doctor. He didn't know. The nurse

guessed fire ants. I think I would have known if I'd

been bitten 200 times by fire ants.

I stopped by my neighbors house on the way home.

He was a pulpwood cutter by trade. I showed him

my legs and he said " Seed ticks. My hunting buddy

gets em every time we fall hunt the Bankhead."
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INDIAN ROOTS
FAMILY HISTORY RUNS BACK TO THE DAYS OF THE RED ONES

Desperately holding his unconscious

brother's head above the water with one

hand, he fought off the attacking Indians.

J.V. Strickland lives at the Toot of the Black Warrior

Mountains near Speake community in Lawrence

County. He is the descendant of Indians who were

removed around 1838 at the time or the Trail of

Tears. His family passed down the family history

that he passes along to us, the "Keepers of the

Warrior Mountains". Although, his red ancestors

lived in this area for many centuries, his historical

beginning is in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, where his

great grandpa Strickland married a Cherokee Indian

who had the white name of Betty Nelson. Then they

went to Blanchard Springs in Union County, Arkan

sas.

The family believes his name was Tom. Betty had

two Indian brothers named Mon (short for Monroe?)

and Hun.

Evidently Betty was born somewhere around 1840

since she had a daughter named Mary born in 1866.

Mary was J.V.'s grandmother on his mothers side.

Betty also had a son named George who was born in

1856. George's son, James Alonzo, married George's

sister's (Mary) daughter, Rosie Tingle. This was a

first cousin marriage and not uncommon in the old

days. These were the parents of J.V. Strickland, who

was born April 6th, 1931.

The migration date of the Strickland family back to

Alabama was before 1858 as Betty Nelson Strickland

bore at least one child, James (Uncle Jimmie) in

Blount County, Alabama. A paper trail shows that

Uncle Jimmie was in DeKalb County in 1895 and

moved to Alabama City with five children where he

worked in a cotton mill.

In 1906 he moved to the Mountain Home community

in Lawrence County. He bought 120 acres for

5480.00.

It was in route back to this state that family tradi

tions says the family was attacked by Chickasaw

Indians. The family was traveling with several

wagons when they came to a stream. There was a

foot bridge that the women and children could cross

on, but the cattle and wagons had to cross in the

shallow ford.

Somehow, the Stricklands knew that there were

Chickasaws on the opposite side that didn't seem any

too friendly. They began crossing. The Chicasaws
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attacked them in the creek. Uncle Hun was hit in the

head with a tomahawk and knocked unconscious.

Indians were fighting Indians. Uncle Mon grabbed

his brother by the hair and held his head above water

while he fought off the attackers with the other.

They survived to make their way into Alabama.

BETTY NELSON

J.V. STRICKLAND



FORESTER'S FORUM
TREE TROUBLES: A GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE FOR FORESTERS

by V. Alaric Sample, Vice President for Research, American Forestry Association

( Trilogy Mar./Apr. 92, pp. 90-91)

There is a global climate change affecting forests

and forestry, one that has little to do with the

global warming. Important changes are taking

place at a rapid rate in the social, economic, and

political environment in which forestry

professionals operate.

Jessica Tuchman Mathews, writing in a recent

issue of Foreign Affairs, tells us that

international security will soon be defined as

much by natural resources and environmental

protection issues as by concerns for military and

strategic defense. This prediction is coming true

faster than even Mathews foresaw.

Against this backdrop, many in the forestry

profession continue to rail at "the

enviromentalists" for forcing adjustments in our

livelihoods and communities so that certain plant

or animal species can have a fighting chance to

survive despite another generation of humanity,

but who among us really believes that the

sustained and global changes we see in people's

values and perceptions are the work of a few

shrewd public-relations experts at the Sierra Club

or the Wilderness Society? Such groups have

merely tapped into a growing shift in society's

collective consciousness and articulated it in a

number of specific policy issues.

Fundamental concepts of conservation are being

redefined. Existing concepts of sustained-yield

and multiple-use are regarded as still necessary

but no longer sufficient to protect the full range

of resource values or maintain stable rural

economies. Sustainable development, the

watchword of natural-resource management in

the '90s, is defined in terms of maximizing

current resource use, but not beyond the point at

which future options will be reduced. Future

generations should have as many options as we

have today. Those include the chance to enjoy

clean air and clean water and to share the earth

with the full diversity of species that have so far

survived human civilization.

Foresters can play a role in this redefinition, but

it will call for a broadening in their perception of

themselves and of the resources they are charged

to manage and protect. The National Research

Council recently assembled a committee of

eminent natural scientists form universities and

other research organizations around the country.

In its report, "Forestry Research: A Mandate for

Change," the committee called for a fundamental

redefinition of forest science. The report's

central recommendation was to broaden forestry

research from the agricultural model of

improving the production of commodity to one

of gaining a better understanding of the

functioning of healthy forest ecosystems — what

the report termed an "environmental paradigm."

This term alone, however, was enough to elicit a

negative response from an influential portion of

the forestry profession, which somewhere along

the line seems to have defined anyone or

anything with the word "environmental" in it the

enemy.

If this attitude continues, foresters will sec their

role as the nation's foremost conservationists

continue to erode in the view of the broader

public. The tide of change will wash over the

forestry profession and render it irrelevant. The

fate of the Communist party leaders in eastern

Europe may hold some interesting lessons in this

regard. Those who acknowledged their short

comings in the face of popular demand for

change still have some role in their nations'

governments. Those who refused to make the

necessary changes find themselves discredited,

dismissed, or worse.

Forests, both public and private, will be looked

to increasingly to serve as the focus of stable,

suatainable economies, in developing countries

but also in rural America. If they are to

measure up to that goal, they must be viewed as

more than just extractive reserves. Forests will

serve an increasing array of public uses and

industries, including but not limited to

subsistence use, watershed protection, habitat for

endangered plant and animal species, protection

of air and water quality, recreation and tourism.

In many regions of developed nations, forests will
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grow in importance as a quality-of-life

component to attract and keep high-quality

labor to service the needs of a wide variety of

advanced industrial manufacturers and services.

Issues such as the concern for biological diversity

and endangered species have potentially greater

impacts on forest management in the U.S. in the

1990s than the wilderness issue had in the 1970s

and '80s. Biological diversity is not a surrogate

for wilderness setasides. Biological diversity

needs and objectives clearly cannot be met by

the existing — or any conceivable -- system of

wilderness preserves. This fact implies that

substantial changes will be made in the way we

manage forest lands that will never be wilderness

but will have to meet needs for important

ecological and environmental values as well as

our needs for wood products and other extractive

uses.

Foresters would do well to remember their roots.

Dramatic changes in social values and attitudes

about our relationship to the land and its natural

resources a century ago are what gave rise to

American forestry in the first place. If today's

forestry institutions focus on serving themselves

rather than the public they were created to

serve, they will slide into eclipse and new

institutions will arise to fill the vacuum in

conservation leadership.

The members, board of directors, and staff of the

American Forestry Association have rededicated

themselves to staying in the forefront of

conservation leadership in these changing times.

As the oldest national citizen conservation

organization in the U.S., AFA played a central

role during the late 19th century in ushering in

the first great era of conservation in this

country. The concepts of managing for sustained

yield and protecting the long-term productivity

of soil and water resources were revolutionary

ideas at the time. Before long, they were

accepted as conventional wisdom. Now they are

evolving to the broader concept of sustainable

forest ecosystem management mandated by

global needs and all that a century of forest

science has taught us.

There is work for many hands. Join us.
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Tennessee Valley Audubon Society

May 24, 1993

RE: Bankhead National Forest

SUBJ: Proposed spraying and burning

To Whom It May Concern:

The Tennessee Valley Audubon Society wishes to formally protest the use of herbicides

and subsequent burning of 43 lots of land in the Bankhead National Forest proposed by

Mr. James Ramey. We have read the notice of intent to perform such acts and wish to

protest the following:

Any burning and spraying, even manual, select spraying will disturb nesting birds in

that area, which is a violation of the Migratory Birds Act. We would prefer that any

such acts be performed after nesting and fledging ofthe birds are complete.

We also protest the general management of the forest in those areas. We have been

told by the Forestry Service that there are seedling trees in those areas; if so, then why

not let "nature take its course" and let the areas reforest naturally? The Forestry

Service may have helped in its destruction, but nature is folly capable of returning to

its balanced, natural state without herbicides and burnings.

The Audubon Society is very concerned about the Bankhead National Forest and the

rampant clear cutting of its trees. We do not believe that the Forestry Service should

engage in cutting trees for profit and exportation to foreign countries; our national forests

should not be lumber supermarkets for the rest of the world. They should be for the

enjoyment of Americans who appreciate the beauty of an untouched forest, and any

transience should come about by a natural course, not assisted by chain saws, bulldozers

and Forestry Services concerned with marketable pine lumber.

Sincerely,

Beverly Thomas

President, Tennessee Valley Audubon Society
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