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"Industrial Forestry a Tragedy"

X he Bankhead National Forest is

a tragedy of Industrial Forestry.

What should be one of the last

great wild lands of Alabama is

being destroyed by Industrial

Forestry.

You would think that our foresters

would question their their crusade

to convert the Earth's complex

natural forests to simplified

monoculture plantations. Forestry,

as a profession, has failed us in

achieving its main and overarching

goal: that is, to preserve forests as

a complex community of life of which we are but a part.

The failure of industrial forestry is not a failure of science.

Modern industrial forestry is not a science, and it doesn't exist in

a vacuum. It is a failure of our society to live within our means.

We've allowed forestry to become a tool of modem industry.

Cutting, growing, and utilizing trees is based on greed, not on

ecology or on understanding the wisdom of the forest.

Modem industrial forestry is no more a science than dentistry

was in 14th-century England when it was practiced in

barbershops with hammers and chisels. Foresters today seem

steeped in dogma and threatened by reason. Their practice

resembles a religion.

The result is voodoo forestry. Voodoo forestry because it rejects

the notion that forests are communities to which we belong,

communities that we need to maintain for our survival. Voodoo

forestry does not accept the intrinsic worth of natural systems.

The industry today, like the old buffalo hunter in the last century,

is well aware of what is happening and will wantonly enter the

last stand of majestic redwoods, of towering douglas firs, or

ancient poplars and cut the oldest tree, the largest tree, the

northernmost tree, the southernmost tree, even the last tree, if we

let it.

We have to redefine our whole concept of forestry as an industry.

We have to redefine logging, and we have to build a new timber

industry from the ground up, one based on the principles of

ecoforestry and conservation biology.

Our success will depend on our ability to extend the boundaries

of this debate beyond jobs versus trees. We need a new vision

that changes our relationship with the forests and wildlife that

are a vital part of our communities and our future. One where a

healthy economy and forest are viewed as the same thing.

We will extend this challenge not just across the bounds of the

Bankhcad's Warrior Mountains, but from Tennessee to Florida,

to the Talladega, the Tuskegee, and the Conecuh. They also must

be preserved in our fight for our precious "last wild places" of

Alabama.

Lamar Marshall

Any cartoons bearing resemblance to any living person is simply a quirk

of fate and a unique coincidence within the annals of time.
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Just north of Forest Service Road 255 and the Brushy

Creek bridge is one of the great faffs of the

Bankhead. In the language of the paleface, the name

is Sou/ Creek. No farther description is needed. Just

travel there through the tens of Charlie Seifried.
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Cherokee Council House
Rises Out of the Footprints of Indian Ancestors

OAKVILLE INDIAN MOUNDS PARK AND MUSEUM: Placed beside the old Black Warriors' Path, this

replica of a Cherokee Council House provides an educational and tourism facility for the public.

A walk along the old Black Warriors' Path from

Melton's Bluff to Fort Mitchell today would take you

right by the new Oakville Indian Mounds Park and

Museum, a massive replica of a Cherokee Council

House constructed with giant Georgia Pine logs.

According to Ricky Butch Walker, head of the

Indian Education Department of the Lawrence

County School System, the museum was built as an

education facility and a tourist attraction. "Primarily

it will be an educational and tourism facility, said

Walker. "Our main group will be school children.

We will openly promote the children being a part of

the park's activities."

As visitors drive up the gravel driveway that

leads to the museum they will first pass an Indian

woodland ceremonial mound that was probably used

as a religious center for regular gatherings of the

people in the surrounding villages to worship and

carry out certain ceremonies. In a sense, it was a

social center for the area people.

Just before the Civil War the town of Oakville,

located near where the museum is today, was the

home to many wealthy doctors, state representatives

By Lisa Mullikin

and military officers. The original residents of

Oakville relied on a spring for their water supply.

(The spring can still be seen to the left of the

entrance to the museum.) Unfortunately, a local hog

farmer caused the sink to fill and flood the town. As

a result, this once booming town was rapidly wiped

out by the bloody flux, a severe form of dysentery

that was spread by the polluted water of the sink. By

the 1870s the last of the settlers moved out and

Oakville was abandoned. The last settlers' graves can

be seen from the entrance to the museum. The graves

all have false stone crypts that were hand engraved

and weigh between 300-400 pounds each. The stone

slabs, roughly four to six inches thick, eight feet long

and three and a half feet wide, were mostly made out

of limestone.

This seven-sided museum was built on ihe style

of a Cherokee Council House, although some

alterations have been made, Walker said. "The

seventh side," explained Walker, "or the odd side

where the entrance was, faced the East, and this

faces the North simply because we can see the big

mounds from it."



Upon entering the museum, the auditorium is on

the right with a gift shop across the hall. Following

the hall leads to the display area, a 35 foot high area

erected with 55 foot log beams stretching from each

comer. The light pouring

in from the two windows

facing South and one

skylight at the pinnacle

of the building reveals

the magnificence created

by the natural beauty of

unfinished wood and

painstaking

craftsmanship. In the

center of the display area

will stand a 14-foot

statue of Sequoia carved

out of a seven-foot

diameter red oak. The

museum manages to

create the physical

authenticity as well as

the spiritual feeling of

this important house in

Cherokee culture.

"The original

Cherokee Council House

was supported by poles

and covered by chestnut

bark, Walker said. When

English naturalist

William Barton toured the area looking at the local

vegetation in the 1700s, he described the Indian

COUNCIL HOUSE DISPLAY

explains the construction of the

buildings he saw. Timber Lake, a miliary officer in

the 1700s, also described a council house he saw on

the Tennessee River. Walker said these descriptions

helped the group in designing this council house.

"Those are the

descriptions we used to

form a modified version

that would be safe and

sound and could be used

by the public," said

Walker.

"The original council

house was arranged so that

the chief and his two

assistants would sit feeing

South near the center

camp fire. Each one of the

walls was representative of

one of the seven clans of

the Cherokee Nation,"

Walker said. Walker

continued to explain that

the leaders from the seven

clans sat surrounding the

chief with the clan

members sitting bleacher

style around the outside

wall.

In addition to the

museum, auditorium, and

gift shop, the building

the offices for the Indian

AREA: Butch Walker

room to two visitors.

houses 2,000 feet for

program staff.

ATTENTION FRIENDS OF THE FOREST !

The mighty Turtle Clan of the Warrior Mountain Tribe is carrying on a

fight in the Federal Courtroom to stop the destruction of the Bankhead

National Forest. If you would like to help us fight the fight, send any

contributions to " SAVE THE BANKHEAD "
P.O. Box 117, Moulton, Al. 35650

We should be getting some word on the status of the lawsuit in the next few
weeks. The entire corporate timber industry is jumping into the fray,

even though they outright own about six million acres of our Alabama forest.

There is no need, only greed, to dearcut, poison and convert our public forest.



BANKHEAD:

THE WILDERNESS BELOW

There is yet another wilderness inside the

Bankhead Forest, that most people who visit there

never see. It is a place of beauty and mystery. Yet, its

peace and serenity are also disturbed by mans

ignorance and stupidity.

Unlike the trees in the

forest, life within our

mother earth is

irreplaceable. The

environment in a cave is

wondrously different from

the life on the outside, but

it is not separated. Life

within our mother is

directly connected to her

surface surroundings in

many ways.

Caves were formed

millions of years ago by

plants and animals dying

and falling to the bottom of

the sea. As the layers kept

building up, the weight

increased. This increase in

the weight compressed the

minerals into rock, most

commonly in this area

being limestone. Limestone

is a very soft and porous

rock.

As the seawatcr receded and the surface began to

build, rainwater would seep down through the soil

picking up minerals to form carbonic acid. This acid

would then work its way through the limestone, carving

out large rooms and long tunnels and widening the

cracks.

Later, as the water table lowered, this carbonic

acid, now called calcium carbonate after seeping

through the limestone, would evaporate. As each water

droplet evaporated, it would leave a ring of mineral

deposits. These hollow layers of rings are called soda

straws. At the same time this mineral laden water

to a whole new world below ground.

By Sheila Moss

would flow on the outside of the soda straw making it

thicker. At this point it is called a stalactite. When the

water flow is increased and does not have time to

evaporate, the water droplets fall to the floor, building

up a mound of mineral

deposits. The formation

growing from the ground

up is called a stalagmite.

When the two grow

together it is called a

column.

This process may

sound quick and simple.

However, in reality it takes

in most cases (depending on

the rainfall in that area) one

thousand years for a

formation to grow one inch.

While our mother was

working on creating her

beauty from within, she was

also at work changing her

appearance on the surface.

The rainwater would wash

away the soil and erode a

doorway or entrance to this

world hidden away below.

Sometimes the ceiling in a

cave would be weakened in

some spots and collapse.

On the outside this would create a sinkhole. Naturally

water would flow downhill and possibly erode an

entrance here. A creek may even disappear into this

sinkhole to carve out the cave even more and resurface

at some further destination. There arc many ways in

which an entrance can be formed. The important thing

here is to see how a cave is directly connected to its

surface counterpart.

A mother's work is never done. While she was

busy creating different types of homes, she was also

engrossed in helping the many species of plants and

animals to evolve to fit in their different environments

e entrance



and to work together for the benefit of all. Cave fish,

shrimp and crayfish all lost their eyes in their

evolution. They were not needed in their world of

darkness. Salamanders sought the shelter of caves

because they needed a place that was constantly moist.

Cave crickets lost their coloration; they have no need

for camouflage in a home that is void of light. The

animals have developed their skills in finding food not

by sight but by smell and sound vibrations.

You are probably curious as to what they do eat.

Plants, insects and animal debris is washed into a cave

through the streams. The fish, shrimp and crayfish

feed on this type of organic material. The cave pack

rat brings in leaves, berries, seeds, etc. that salamander

and crickets feed on. Beetles feed on bat droppings

(called guano) and other cave animals that die in the

cave. There are beetles that feed on tree roots that find

their way into a cave. There are mites, snails and

worms that live off of organic matter that gets washed

in. Some of these animals, such as the spiders and the

pack rat, only live just in the entrance and still other

plants and animals live only outside of the entrance of

caves. The Heartstounge fem, which is now found

only in a few places in the United States, grows only at

the entrance of caves here in the South. It needs the

coolness of the cave air and the shade of the trees that

grow around them.

When these trees are cut down these plants die.

The siltation that builds up in the streams on the

surface also builds up inside the caves. A cave is not

protected from destruction because it is underground.

Most people do not know the damage that is done

in caves because they are not knowledgeable on the

subject. However, some of those that are tend to think

"out of sight, out of mind." We can not afford to think

like that anymore. When we poison the surface with

chemicals, they do not just go away. We are poisoning

our wilderness below, the same as if we were to drink

a glass of poison.

Many farmers even dump garbage in a sinkhole.

Since they live outside the city limits, they have to

have wells to get their drinking water. Where do you

think that well water comes from?

Destruction to our environment is a chain reaction.

It works its way through the food chain and directly

back to us.

Caves are poisoned in another way. When we

spray chemical pesticides and insecticides, the

unwanted plants and insects do not all die instantly.

Bats eat lots of these poisoned insects every night and

pass the poison on to their predators when they fly

back to the cave and die.

Poisons are not the only destruction in caves.

Changes in the surface can directly affect the

environment in a cave. When we cut down trees or try

to rearrange the land in other ways, we have plant and

animal populations that decrease, move away or die off.

One or more of these may be in the food chain of the

animals that live in a cave. These cave animals will

also decrease or die off because they can not relocate.

Once life within a cave dies off, it will take millions of

years for more to evolve and repopulate a cavern

environment. At the rate we are going we will destroy

our world before that would have a chance to happen.

Please keep the wilderness our mother has created

below the surface in your thoughts as well as the

wilderness above ground. Everything is connected.

Editor's Note: The caves ofBankhead are not open

to the public. Only those qualified and trained in

speleological responsibility should attempt to explore

the caves. Keeping out of the caves not only protects

your safety, but the safety of the living organisms and

structure ofthe cave itself.

One of the most damaging things a person

ignorant ofthe exquisite and sensitive life in a cave can

do is to light a pine torch and enter a cave. Theflames

and smoke can burn and kill species that live on the

roofs ofthe cave.

Please help preserve the natural beauty of these

hidden worlds by only entering caves with a trained

and experienced spelunker.

"What does mankind gain if

A dozen corporate predators

Become billionares and leave

in their wake

an Earth in shambles?"

—Lamar Marshall



ong before there were chain

saws and pulp mills, there was

paper. Early craftsmen produced

paper sheet hy sheet from hemp, straw and

other common planb.

It wasn't until the 1870s that they

began harvesting trees to produce paper pulp.

But today that's the norm. According to the

EPA, even a "recycled" sheet with 50%

reclaimed fiber could contain as much as

90% virgin wood pulp. Which doesn't hode

well for our forests.

Fortunately there's Tree Free EcoFaper.

It's the only commercial paper on the market

made with no wood fiber whatsoever

Instead, we fashion our paper from

50% hemp and 50% cereal straw using an

ancient, sustainable technology. To whiten

the sheet we use hydrogen peroxide which

breaks down naturally and produces no

dioxins. And Tree Free EcoFaper is naturally

acid-free, so it has a shelf life 20 times

greater than wood fiber paper.

Our paper making process is not

only environmentally sound, it's efficient.

The straw we use is a by-product of grain

production, and hemp is the most prolific

plant on earth. In fact, the USDA reports

hemp can produce 4.1 times more paper per

acre than trees.

So don't assume that recycled paper

is the best you can do. Get the facts. Then

use Tree Free EcoFaper. We have a variety

of wholesale and retail paper products from

newsprint and notepads to 50 lb. book.

To order call 1-800-775-0225.

Paper.

PAPER
121 S.W.Salmon, Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon USA 97204

1-800-775-0225 or (503) 295-6705



ARBORGLYPHS
A Special on Old Beech Tree Messagesfrom the Past
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ANCIENT BEECH: Cynthia Elkins hugs one of the few

remaining beech trees in the forest.

"Walking the Sipsey

Wilderness: Part 9" page i
By Jim Manasco

"Tree provides Survey

Record"

-"Beech Tree Sets Boundary

Lines in Forest" page 9
By Rickey Butch Walker

•"1817 Beech Tree Protected

in Wilderness" page 10
By Lamar Marshall



Walking The Sipsey Wilderness: Part 9
Southerners Search For Roots In Beech Trees

In the wilderness, as everywhere else in the

South, men have been drawn to the creeks and

woods. Whether to fish, swim, or live there, they

came and left their mark.

Here along the creek banks are those big trees

with their massive trunks and smooth bark that

attracted men to leave a sign — a habit of man that

has left a written history of his presence in the deep

woods.

The oldest part of any tree is the outer

bark. As a tree grows, any mark placed on it

remains and becomes larger as the tree ages.

Because Beech Trees are long-lived, some of

the marks on them can be two or three

hundred years old and still be visible. The

Indians called these trees "boundary trees" and

placed signs on them marking tribal grounds.

They used boundary trees for other signs, also.

Many of the signs on the old trees are of

Indian origin. Symbols like birds, snakes,

circles, triangles, dots and lines mark the trees.

No beech tree in our time should be cut or

defaced because of the history recorded on

them. It would be like burning a book. These

trees often bare a written legacy of man's

history in the South with a record on the trees

that can be found nowhere else.

The most common mark placed on beech

trees was the "X," which is the mark of a bee

tree. The early settlers did not often keep bees,

but they furnished the table with wild honey.

The hollows in beech trees were perfect hives

for the wild bees.

When the settlers would find a bee at its

watering place, they would watch the bee

leave, flying straight to his hive. Coursing the

bee along the bee line is hard to do through

the woods. To help solve the problem, they

would try to trap a bee at the water and attach

a fluff of cotton to him so they could see him

more easily.

Once the tree was found, the man would

place an "X" on it so his neighbors would

know the tree had been claimed. The man

would then rob the tree at a later time. Each

man would have a different way of marking

his tree so others would know whose it was.

By Jim Manasco

Some would write his name by the "X," others would

place another mark by it, such as an arrow or line.

Others were recognized by the size of the "X" or the

number of them.

The number of different kinds of signs in a

confined area is determined by how many families

live there. The largest variety of bee tree marks in

the wilderness are found along Thompson Creek.

man's history.
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Tree Provides Survey Record

Beech Tree Sets

Boundary Lines

In Forest

By Rickey Butch Walker

On Saturday, Nov. 20,

1993, Lamar Marshall ofthe

Bankhead Monitor and I

hiked the entire course of

Fall Creek. We were trying

to locate an original

boundary tree. Marshall was

first to locate the old beech

tree section corner. Not only

were beech trees used by

early surveyors as boundary

trees, but they were also

used by early Indian people

to mark trails, boundaries,

or etch important events into

the long lasting bark. The

American beech is our

longest living hardwood tree

and can survive for some

800 years.

Fall Creek is a

beautiful drainage which begins

with a waterfall and ends with a

waterfall. The northwest area on

Fall Creek near the landmark

beech was first homesteaded by

John C. Green on Nov. 5, 1859,

according to Old Land Records of

Lawrence County by Margaret

Cowart. The upper fall on Fall

Creek is some 20 feet in height

and plunges into a long flat valley

approximately two miles in

length. The lower end of the Fall

Creek flows through a grove of

hemlocks and beech trees before

plunging some 30 feet into the

Sipsey River Basin. The lower

falls of Fall Creek plumette over

beautiful sandstone cliffs only a

few yards from Sipsey River. A

short distance upstream from the

lower falls stands a treasured

historic tree.

Throughout the Warrior

Mountains of Lawrence County

are numerous old growth

American beech trees that have

retained carvings in excess of 100

years. Sometimes the man made

scratches and cuts made into the

trunk of the old beech trees tell a

story of those who passed that

way years ago. One such tree

which has been photographed and

written about is an old beech

about 1/4 mile upstream from

Sipsey River on Fall Creek in the

Sipsey Wilderness Area.

The historic boundary tree

was carved by the first surveyors

176 years ago, less than one year

after the land was taken from the

Cherokees and Chickasaws by the

Turkey Town Treaty of

September 1816. Even though the

carving is older than the State of

Alabama, the scars are still easy

to read. The beech has R8 T9 S6

UST etched into its bark and

stands near the northeast corner of

Section 6. The old beech tree is

on the line of Lawrence and

Winston Counties. The UST

identifies the area as part of the

United States Territory since

Alabama was not recognized as a

state until two years after the

survey.

In August 1817, Deputy

Surveyor John Bryan selected the

beech identified as 17 links south

19 degrees west of the true

section corner of Range 8,

Township 9, Section 6. This

description is given in the original

handwritten field notes which

were provided for this article by

well known Bankhead Historian

Rayford Hyatt. Hyatt also

provided another set oftyped field

notes dated Sept. 3, 1930, and

Jan. 14, 1931, which identified

the tree as the following: From

the section corner, "an original

bearing tree: A beech, 16 inches

in diameter, bears South 19

degrees West, 17 links distant,

marked on bark R8 T9 S6 UST.

This is the only remaining



original bearing tree." The 1930

surveyors also marked three new

bearing trees and one rock

outcropping to insure exact

location of the section corner.

According to Webster's, a link is

a unit of length used in surveying

and equals 0.01 chain or 7.92

inches; therefore, the old beech

stands 11.2 feet southwest of the

true section corner.

In 1974, the Northwest

Alabamian, a Haleyville

newspaper, ran an article about

U.S. Forest Service Land

Surveyor Bill Sheffield

discovering the beech in the

William B. Bankhead National

Forest. Sheffield read the original

survey field notes and located the

tree while checking land corners

in the area. Sheffield was

probably identifying section

comers and boundary lines to be

used for the first 12,000 acres in

the headwaters of Sipsey River to

be designated as wilderness. The

historic beech stands on the north

section line of Section 6. It was

the particular section line that was

used as the boundary of the

original Sipsey Wilderness Area.

The ancient tree drawings are

referred to as arborglyphs and are

found throughout Bankhead

Forest. The trees are historical

records of events happening in the

area years ago. Old beech trees

containing information over SO

years old should not be cut and

must be preserved because of their

historical value.

1817 Beech

Tree Protected

in Wilderness

By Lamar Marshall

Countless living Alabama

history books have fallen to the

saws of the USFS in their

relentless destruction of the

public's native Bankhead

National Forest. Thank

goodness that what might well

be one of the oldest

documentable arborglyphs in

Bankhead is located within the

sacred borders of the Sipsey

Wilderness.

Rayford Hyatt, one of the

foremost historians of the

Bankhead, produced an old

news clipping called "A

Treasured Tree!"

The following is from the

clipping of an unknown

newspaper: "To persons

interested in the history of

surveying in Alabama, this tree

is a treasure. Discovered by

U.S. Forest Land Surveyor Bill

Sheffield, the 22 inch beech is

located 11 miles north of

Double Springs in the

Bankhead National Forest.

According to the original

survey notes, the township line

for which this is a witness was

run by a Deputy Surveyor in

1817. That's two years before

Alabama was admitted to the

Union and the tree is still

standing!

"The alphabet letters R, T,

and S stand for Range,

Township, and Section. The

UST stands for United States

Territory since at that time

Alabama was not a state." The

clipping also included a

photograph of the tree.

Rickey Butch Walker and

I went into the wilderness in

order to locate the tree which

is in Fall Creek hollow.

Although it would not be easy

for a layman to locate it, we

found it.The carving evidently

was not very deep when it was

carved, but the same image as that

published in the newspaper is still

there.

The significance is great.

This proves that this particular

tree was large enough to be

carved as a witness tree in 1817.

That was 177 years ago. It is yet

only 22 inches in diameter at

breast height. It is said that a

beech can stand for 800 years.

The old beeches are almost

impossible to date because they

spend many centuries hollowing

after they mature. Therefore the

rings cannot be counted. The

Bankhead hollows and canyons

are dotted with ancient beeches

that are older than not only

Alabama, but the United States

itself. The last records of the

native Americans and early

settlers are inscribed in the bark

of the trees.

The authenticity of

arborglyphs is attested to in many

books. "The Cry of the Eagle"

was written exclusively pertaining

to the Cherokee tree writings that

still stand in the mountains of

North Georgia as well as the

Carolinas and Tennessee.

We have brought the

significance of arborglyphs, or

tree writings, to the attention of

the US Forest Service some time
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ago. In a conversation with one of

the former FS archaeologists, the

carvings were acknowledged as

significant. Still, the US Forest

Service destroys the beeches.

On the way to the wilderness,

we were led to the headwaters of

Montgomery Creek west of

McLemore cemetery. There in a

beautiful hollow was a beech with

the date "1852" carved into the

bark. We documented it, but you

and your children will probably

never have the opportunity to see

this tree as it lies within the US

Forest Service Circle of Death —

a shelterwood clearcut that is

scheduled to be cut any day. We

will notify the State Historical

Commission, but they are

notorious for doing nothing. We

will add it to our growing

encyclopedia of charges in the

ongoing Federal lawsuit, but all of

this will do nothing to bring the

old tree back.

The sad fact is that the

Bankhead National Forest is being

mismanaged. If any of it will be

saved, it will be saved by you, the

public. After all, you are the true

owner, not the pine tree farmers

who have usurped control of it to

the dismay of us all.

"The Forest Service has given

the Bankhead National Forest the

appearance of a dog with the mange.

Therefore, as fleas, we intend to

remind them that they are dogs."

—Lamar Marshall
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ANNOUNCING !
WARRIOR MOUNTAINS

TRADING POST
INFORMATION AND VISITORS CENTER

OPENING MARCH 21st, 1994

AT

MADE POSSIBLE BY

MANY VOLUNTEERS

The Ala. Wilderness Alliance

The Southern Appalachian

Highland Ecoregion Task

Force of the Sierra Club.

Many individuals who donated

time, energy, and materials:

Harold Nelson - Pat Weeks -

Greg Preston • Farron Weeks

Lyn Porter - John Lyle -

Charlie Seifried - Bobby

Gillespie - Charles Kennedy

Riley Turner - Butch Walker

Charles Borden - Shiela Moss

Darryl Patton - Lisa MullikJn

Jim, Rusty, Terra and Ruth

Manasco - Larry Smith

TOURIST INFORMATION

MAPS - BANKHEAD BOOKS

NATIONAL FOREST NEWS

HIKING / CAMPING/ CANOEING

CONSERVATION EDUCATION

OUTDOOR SKILLS COURSES

DANCING RABBIT NATIVE AMERICAN

POTTERY

NATIVE HAND MADE CRAFTS

SEIFRIED PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE

SIPSEY WILDERNESS

OUTDOOR PRODUCTS & T-SHIRTS

COMING

11 THE " WILDERNESS HEADQUARTERS

OF ALABAMA.

YOU MUST STOP HERE WHEN YOU COME TO

THE BANKHEAD NATIONAL FOREST



NATIONAL FOREST NEWS

FOREST SERVICE CHIEF FIRED FOR MIS

MANAGEMENT

Dale Robertson was fired from his post as chief of

the FS. As was hoped, Biologist Jack Ward Thomas

was appointed by the Clinton administration to replace

Robertson. It remains to be seen whether or not

Thomas will have the power to make any real change

in the unpopular agency.

Bob Phelps ofthe Forest Service said that because

the eastern National Forests are close to large urban

areas, the notion of closing them to logging is under

consideration by the US Forest Service.

According to an investigative report by Jay Letto

of E-Mag, " Closing public forests to logging would

raise the price ofwood products, which are kept low by

subsidies. It would also spur recycling efforts and

reduce waste. And industry may not be entirely

opposed to that notion. Charles Harden, a v.p. for the

Society of American Foresters, calls the idea 'feasible',

adding that, in the Southeast - where growth is greater

than demand and there is relatively little public land -

the industry could probably absorb it easier than in

other regions.

MONITOR TEAM ATTENDS PUBLIC MEETING

WITH U.S. FOREST SERVICE

On Jan. 10 Lamar Marshall, TBM publisher, Lisa

Mullikin, TBM editor, and Charles Borden, recreation

committee chair, attended an informal Forest Service

meeting to discuss the recent allocation of $700,000

from Congress to map and construct trails in Bankhead.

Forest Service representatives Joy Malone and Allan

Polk explained that the purpose of the meeting was to

inform the forest users of the processes the Forest

Service would use to create the master plan. In other

words, they are trying to decide what to do with the

money. Malone and Polk explained that they are trying

to design a trail system to accommodate different types

of users. For example, hikers and wagon riders would

use different types of trails. Malone and Polk said they

are meeting with all of the user groups to gain their

input.

The Bankhead Monitor submitted maps outlining

trails that are needed in the forest. The Forest Service

By Lamar Marshall

agreed to study the map and consider the suggestions

in their planning process. Emphasis was placed on trails

outside of the Sipsey Wilderness, which is being

heavily impacted by recreational use.

MONITOR GETS REAL EDITOR

Lamar Marshall, publisher and editor ofTBM, was

demoted to mere "publisher" as the editor position was

filled by a real editor. Lisa Mullikin, former editor of

The Appalachian, Appalachian State University's

student newspaper, was rushed to Alabama after two

years of public outcry over hundreds of misspelled

words and gramatical errors in past issues. Marshall

commented, "As a professional residing forester, I'd

rather be out in the woods watching the Forest Service

with my binoculars and new video camera than looking

up words in a durn dictionary. I cannot imagine any

true outdoor person who would want to be more than

semi-literate anyway."

Mullikin is from Peachtree City, Georgia, and

majored in journalism at Appalachian State University

in Boone, North Carolina.

The Monitor publishing office is located in

Decatur, Al.

THE DISMAL FUTURE OF ALABAMA'S

FORESTS

The Alabama Forestry Commission and other

cohorts always paint a glowing picture of the forests

of Alabama. Evidently their definition of forest does

not mean natural, native forest. According to US

Forest Service figures, in 1952 two percent of southern

forests were pine plantations. By 1993, thirty six

percent of our southern forests were in pine

plantations. By the year 2030, seventy percent of the

southern native forests will be converted to pine

plantations.

GLOBAL AMPHIBIANS DECLINING

Scientists world wide have determined the rapid

global decine of frogs, toads, salamanders and newts.

The decline was first noticed in the 1970s. Some

scientists believe that these amphibians are the planet's

premieer indicator species. In other words, their
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disappearance indicates that something is going very

wrong with our ecosystems.

Modern amphibians evolved about 75 million

years ago and have not changes much since. This

means they preceded and outlived the dinosaurs. They

lived through many ice ages, metrors and volcanoes.

The question is, if they can live through all that, why

are they dying out now?

It is not known whether their decine is due to a

global problem or many local problems. Like every

other species on the earth, amphibians are threatened by

changes and destruction to their native habitat.

2,4-D LINKED TO NON-HODGKIN LYMPHOMA

The Environmental Protection Agency now

acknowledges that the National Institute of Cancer

study of 2,4-D shows a link between 2,4-D exposure

and non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. The EPA says it would

be too costly to take 2,4-D off the market.

The TVA uses 2,4-D, and a variety of other

herbicides for the control of water-weeds on

Guntersville and other reservoirs.

The TVA has reported in "River Pulse," that PCB's

have been found in samples taken from Guntersville

Reservoir.

Information taken from "River Monitor," a

publication from the friends of the Tennessee River.

PCB'S STOP FISHING

The Alabama Department of Environmental

Management has issured a fish consumption advisory

for Choccolocco Creek in Alabama. The advisory says

that no one should eat any fish caught in the creek

from just south of Oxford, downstream to where the

creek enters Logan Martin Lake. The ADEM issued

this advisory after they found high levels of PCB's in

samples of bottom feeders such as catfish and predators

such as largemouth and spotted bass.

PCB's are among a class of chemicals that have

been classified as environmental hormones rendering

some species of wildlife incapable of reproduction.

Some non-reproducing species could in reality be

extinct already. One scientist referred to this process as

chemical castration — the feminization of males.

PHOTOGRAPHER DECLARES DECTRUCTION

OF ALABAMA FORESTS WORSE THAN IN

CENTRAL AMERICA

Photographer Daniel Dancer, who has taken aerial

shots of clearcuts throughout the Western Hemisphere

said in a recent book Clearcut The Tradpedv of

Industrial Forestry. "Witnessing the amount of active

deforestation in Alabama was much worse than any

experience I've had in the rainforests of Central

America. The broad-leafed deciduous forests from teh

air look much like the tropical rainforests, and the vast

acres of burning, cut-over lands made me think of

Brazil. What we criticize Brazil for doing to its

rainforests, we continue to do to forests in North

America."

FLYER OF PROTEST TO CAPITOL HILL

The publisher of the Bankhead Monitor visited

Capita] Hill for 5 days and visited 12 congressmen and

senators from Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana.

Lamar Marshall told the story of our national forest

destruction very graphically with a newly published,

oversized book nearly 300 pages long. Around a

hundred panaramic color photographs from Alaska to

Alabama illustrate the Trajedy of Industrial Forestry.

WISE USE GROUP ATTEMPTS TO PASS BILL

THAT COULD PUT TOPLESS BARS NEXT TO

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS

An Alabama House committee unanimously

approved a bill (HB 413 and SB 349) that would

require the government to reimburse persons financially

affected by regulations which devalue their property.

It could require that any new law, regulation or

permit issued by the state be reviewed for any potential

cost to the persons or businesses regulated.

That rule could cost the state millions of dollars

and months of delays in administration, as well as

opening the state up to liability, environmentalists say.

The bill has been dubbed the "you-can-build-a-

topless-bar-next-to-a-school" bill. If you owned

property next door and were denied this right by the

state, then you would be entitled to compensation by

the taxpayers of Alabama.

"This rediculous piece of legislation is the product of

shortsighted so-called wise use groups who are

paranoid that the government will attempt to regulate

their rampant land-rape activities," said Bill

Weatherford of the Bankhead Monitor.
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