






ment to the counties in 1994 was S378.761. Now

look at these figures that came from an executive

summary done for the Forest Service in the BNF.

"The estimated aggregate spending resulting from

development at Clear Creek and Houston recreation

areas is $11.1 million, of which nearly $5.5 million

was spent locally Obviously this injection of funds

into Walker and Winston counties and the state of

Alabama economies is significant." Consider that this

was the revenue from only two recreational areas in

the BNF. In fact, the estimated gross economic

benefits of recreational opportunities on southern

Appalachian National Forests equal $379 million a

year, more than ten times the $32 million in gross

annual benefits attributable to the timber program.

With this marked increase in visitation for

recreation in our national forests it seems the FS

would concentrate more on meeting the needs of

recreational users. We have fewer miles of trails in

Alabama than any of our bordering states. The trails

and campsites we do have are abused and in need of

repair, in a study conducted on the Sipsey Fork Wild

and scenic river a few noted recommendations were

that the USFS designate more trails and campsites,

make more frequent checks of the campsites, and
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improve existing trails in order to reduce future

impacts of visitor use.

An issue of special concern to many is the

incompatibility of timber management and recre

ation. In the aforementioned study done on the

Sipsey fork this quote stands out; "Forest visitors in

general look for places to visit which have minimal

evidences of management through tree harvests

(Hibbert 1993). Obviously the river corridor cannot

provide rhis experience unless changes in timber

management occur on both public and private lands."

Canoeists surveyed in this same study indicated that

their highest levels of concern were the amount of

litter seen and Limber management activities within

sight or sound of the river, respectively.

Recreational activities in the NF are incompat

ible with clearcuts. Hikers don't want to hike

through tree farms and briar patches, nor do they

want the sounds of birds singing replaced with

chainsaws laboring through an old hardwood. We

don't need more logging roads and skidder trails, or

herbicides dumped on to the land. It's time we got

away from the short-sightedness of timber manage

ment on our public forests.

Not all recreational opportunities can be given a

monetary value. As a forest user, if I was asked to

place a strictly monetary value on my most recent

trip into the Sipsey Wilderness I'm afraid that I could

not. The experience of this trip that I took with old

and new friends was closely woven into the place in

which we were. The dogtooth violets had just begun

to bloom, their flowering crowns lightly tipping to

the forest floor. The woods were coming alive again

for spring. Before the group split up to return to

school and jobs we hiked through something that's

hard to avoid these days in the Bankhead or any

where else: a clearcut. The woods we had just left

that were so full of life sharply contrasted with this

devastation. The exposed soil was baked diy and the

spirit was gone from this place.

Sacrificing the beauty and diversity ofourforests

for corporate profits is not the way to go. It's spring

time so get out and enjoy the reawakening of the forest,

bask in the beauty of nature, but when you get home be

sure to drop a letter to the Forest dis-Service and express

your concerns about the way they are managing your

public lands. Ask to be put on the mailing list for the

forest plan revision and the scoping lists for projects so

that your concerns can be considered in the decision

making process.
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ROADING OUR FORESTS TO DEATH

By Lamar Marshall

Roads and road-building are currently the

greatest threat to wilderness and biodiversity on

public lands in the United States. When roads

go in, destruction of wilderness accelerates as

logging, mining, off-road vehicle use, all manner

of land development and other human impacts

are allowed to disrupt the ecosystem.

For many species, roads turn a previously

intact landscape into isolated islands of habitat

between which there is little or no movement.

Roads and road-building increase erosion and

sedimentation of aquatic habitats, introduce

toxic pollutants into otherwise remote and

pristine watersheds, serve as corridors for the

invasion of opportunistic non-native species that

displace native species, facilitate the invasion of

pathogens, increase the incidence of human-

caused fire, allow easier access for wildlife

poaching, bring noise pollution to previously

quiet wilderness, and cost a great deal of money.

The Forest Service is responsible for

370,000 miles of roads. This is more than a

mile of road for each square mile of land con

tained in the 300,000 square miles of all 156

National Forests. H is more than eight times the

length of the Federal Interstate Highway System.

Congress appropriates, on the average, a quarter

billion dollars every year for the Forest Service's road building and maintenance budget, while budgets for
wildlife and fisheries go begging. In addition, maintenance of gated roads costs an average of $65 per mile
per year. It is time to use this money to obliterate roads rather than to build and maintain them.

The Bankhead Watershed Project is looking at the "open road density" (ORD) and the "total road

density"(TRD) .standards of the national forests in Alabama.

Road Density - Road density is the total number of miles of roads within a square mile. All National

Forests should have a standard that limits the number of miles of roads per square mile. Forest plans may
have road standards specific to various species of wildlife. Some species of wildlife simply cannot tolerate
excessive roads. Road density standards should always be established for areas that contain the habitat of
sensitive, threatened, or endangered species that are affected by the human use of open roads.

To date, it appears that the Forest Service in Alabama has no road density standards.
National Forest Planning in Alabama should determine how many miles of roads are healthy for the

watershed within which they lie.
Roads are the leading contributor to silting the forest streams. They also fragment the forest. Forest

fragmentation is a top cause in the decline of certain species of birds. Roads are used by people and ma
chines to get into the heart of wildlife habitat areas.

Large blocks of unbroken forests are natural and the norm in native ecosystems. Roads eliminate wild,
unbroken areas. Roads are costly to build and to maintain. They, for the most part, exist in our national

forests in Alabama for one purpose - to get our trees out.

An illegal bypass around a forest service gate.
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What Famous People Said

About The Forest Plan
Department of Conservation

" Many of the perennial streams on the National Forests in Alabama, particularly those on the

Bankhead and Talladega Divisions, are fast flowing gravel bottomed streams. These streams are

highly susceptable to damage from silt deposition....

It is strongly recommended that the U.S.Forest Service monitor the silt and sand build up in the

perennial streams within the National Forest. We can attest to the fact that prior to clear-cut opera

tions on the Bankhead, practically all streams were free flowing, clear, rock and/or gravel bottom

streams.

Whereas today, some twenty-six years later, practically all streams are heavily laden with sand and

silt. There are heavy sand bars on the inside curve of the banks of the major streams of Brushy

Creek and Sipsey River. The thirty five acre Brushy Lake is all but completely filled with sand and

silt. These sand and silt deposits are a direct result of past and present logging operations. The

stream quality within the Bankhead Forest has been and is continuing to be seriously adversely

affected by run-off from clear-cut operations."

Charles D. Kelley, Director, State of Alabama, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, July

1 Oth, 1985 - comments on the LRMP of the USFS.

"Only after the iast tree has been cut down. Only after the last river has been poisoned. Only after

the last fish has been caught. Only then will you find that money cannot be eaten."

Cree Indian Prophecy

United States Department of The Interior

In our view, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and the Plan in their present form do not

sufficiently address several key issues of concern to this Department

"Two general aspects of forest planning are of specific concern. First, we note that private forests in

Alabama are producing large amounts of timber grown on short rotations, thereby favoring wildlife

species associated with early forest succession. Those species of wildlife requiring forest habitat

typical of long rotation saw timber management are therefore diminished and should be emphasized

in planning for Alabama's National Forests.

Our second point relates to the need for considerations of wilderness areas in Alabama. The

document should provide some perspective of the acreage of potential wilderness in Alabama's

National Forests versus that available from other forests in the State and region. Wilderness areas

are favorable for those species of wildlife favoring climax stage management."

James H. Lee, Regional Environmental Officer, United States Dept. of the Interior. Office of

Environmental Project Review, comments on the LRMP July 19, 1985

"Fighting To Save The Last Wild Places." Page 94



Monitor Exclusive:

THE ORIGINAL FOREST OF THE BANKHEAD
by Lamar Marshall

What was the Bankhead Forest like when the first settlers moved here? The native forest and its
unique ecosystems have been severely damaged by the industrial forestry practice of conversion to a
tree farm by the US Forest Service, a federal timber company.

"Conversion" [ replacing original mixed hardwood/pine forest with pine farms) of the mixed native

forest is the perversion of nature, pure and simple. Beautiful old growth hardwood ridges are eradicated and

replaced with a monoculture of pines that resembles the coastal pine forest of Florida. Entire ridgelop ecosys

tems have been exterminated from our public forest here in the Bankhead. Sacred ridges where our grandfa

thers hunted deer and turkey are unidentifiable now. Trees that would have lived on for hundreds of years
were replaced with genetically superior pine trees that will be allowed to grow in periodically "poisoned"

soils for only a few decades. They will be cut and the process of one stage or two stage clearcutting

(seedtree), poisoning and unnatural burning will begin all over again. The resiliency of the forest which is

equivalent to the immune system of the human body will be weakened with each unnatural industrial cycle.

The productivity of the land is diminished with each pine crop, and the health of the Warrior Mountains is
forever altered.

We cannot combat the evils of corporate influence with simple complaints. We must now call on unbi

ased scientists to speak out and to produce (he evidence necessary to bring about change.

The first scientific study contracted by the Bankhead Monitor on the Bankhead National Forest is a

study that tells us what types of tree species and forest communities were originally here in the Warrior

Mountains. This study was done by biologist Ken Wills who used the original 1817 government surveyors

notes to reconstruct the Bankhead Forest area.

Excerpts from the finished study are published here for the first time:

(words in parenthesis are mine)

"Forest patterns .were categorized by four natural divisions of the topography - slope position combined

with rockiness of the site. Slope position, combined with rockiness of the site, affect soil moisture within each
copograghic site, and this in turn affects vegetation."

DOMINANT SPECIES BY PERCENT

1

2

3

4

SITE

Lower Slope-Bottomland

Middle Slope-Drains

Upper Slope-Browline

Ridgetop

Most Abundant

Beech 15.2%

White Oak 20.2%

Chestnut 23.5%

Chestnut 29.2%

2nd Most Abundant

White Oak 12.5%

Chestnut 17.7%

Pine 18.3%

Red Oak 13.5%

3rd Most Abundant

Chestnut 9.8%

Red Oak 13.2%

White Oak 11.9%

White Oak 13.2%

4th Most Abundant

Maple 8.9%

Hickory 7.3%

Red Oak 9.3%

Pine 11.4%

Note: Pine was 3.6% on the Lower Slope-Bottomland and 4% on the Middle Slope-Drains

"Fighting To Save The Last Wild Places." Page 96



US
Upper Slopes-

Browline ■

Chestnut > 29.2%

Red Oak > 13.5%

White Oak > 13.2%

Pine> 11.4%

Middle Slopes-

Drains

Bankhead Forest
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Forest Types

" Pine was favored by the xeric (dryer) habitat conditions of the brows, but even under such conditions
hardwoods such as chestnut and various oaks made up the vast majority of the forest cover on such sites."

Pines

"The dominant pine species within the hardwood forests of the ridgetops was probably shortleaf pine."

"Therefore loblolly probably occurred on ridgetops only in small amounts."

"The ability of Virginia pine to tolerate extremely poor nutrient and soil moisture conditions probably
allowed it to occur in substantial numbers among the hardwood majority on the browlines. Virginia pine is

not very tolerant of fires, and the extremely poor soils and low fire frequency on rock outcrops of the brow

provide good habitat for Virginia pine. Also, shortleaf pine probably occurred in lesser numbers on the brows,

but loblolly was probably rare on the extremely dry outcrops of the brows."

Natural Disturbance

"Most of the forests of the southeastern United States have always been subject to disturbance, but the
disturbance regimes changed when Europeans settled the land. In presettlement times, the major distur

bances were caused mainly by fire, windthrow, insects, disease, and limited agricultural clearing by aborigi

nes. In the 1800's and early. 1900's, logging and agricultural clearing become the most significant sources of

disturbance. This change obscured the relationships between topography and soil moisture that are largely

responsible for differential forest composition and disturbance patterns in the southeastern U.S."

Fires

"Fires in the rest of the forest did not create conditions to favor pine dominance. Topographic moisture

levels and possibly fire created conditions that favored mesic (moisture requiring) and semi-xeric (dryer

tolerant) species such as chestnut and various oaks over the majority of the forest."

Conclusion

• The canyons and bottomlands were dominated by mixed mesophytic hardwood forest.

• The poor, rocky soils of the brows were dominated by mixed hardwood forest with a substantial •

amount of pine.

• The ridgetops of the Warrior Mountains were dominated by a chestnut and oak forest similar to that

described by Braun, but the ridgetop forests of the Warrior Mountains also contained a significant pine

component unlike that described by Braun. This difference may be explained by the fact that the latitude

and elevation of the Warrior Mountains are lower than the majority of the Cumberland Plateau, and this
indirectly favors the presence of the southern pine species.

• Ridgetops and drains are dominated by semi-xeric (dryer-loving) and mesic (moisture-loving) species
of hardwood with some pine.

• Lower slopes and bottomlands are dominated by mixed mesophytic forest, and browlines are
dominated by hardwood with some Virginia pine.

• The nonintensively managed forest composition is much like that of the preEuropean settlement times.

• Today, the Forest Service manages the forest on about a 100 year rotation with a tendency towards
pine plantations on ridgetops and upper slopes.

Anyone, wanting a copy of this 24 page study can obtain one from the Bankhead Monitorfor S5.00. P.O. Box
117, Moulton, AL
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BANRHEAD

A CULTURAL STRONGHOLD OF ALABAMA

UNDER ASSAULT BY INDUSTRY AND PUBLIC LOOTERS

By Lamar Marshall

The Fate of Indian Tomb Hollow

Rests in the Hands of Forest Supervisor John Yancy.

Perhaps the most heartfelt loss in the conversion and logging of the National Forests in Alabama is the

destruction of cultural resources. Many structures and remains of the early settler homesteads were not

considered significant by the Forest Service. They have been razed across the forest in the eariy and latter

parts of this century as the Forest Service began to consolidate the reserve lands in the Bankhead. Few have

survived.

In 1992, when public wrath was at a peak over the Indian Tomb fiasco, the University of Alabama's

Alabama Museum of Natural History was contracted by the Forest Service to produce " A Cultural Resourse

Overview" of the Bankhead Forest. The Bankhead Watershed Project is asking the Service to make full con

sideration of the results of this 114 page study. Is Indian Tomb significant? What do the experts say?

"A significant and current case is in point is, of course, Indian Tomb Hollow. Indian Tomb Hollow is the

reported site of a late 18th century battle between the Creeks and Cherokees. Narrowing our consideration to

just that event, there is no archaeological evidence to support this claim and we can not build a case for

archaeological significance of the site. What primary historical documentation there may be for the site is

unclear and at this time we can not build a case for historical significance. Historical significance of places

and events associated with primarily non-lilerale groups is difficult in any case. Nevertheless, the consider

ation of cultural significance remains. If there is any definable group of people of Native American descent

who traditionally recognized themselves as a distinct community and based pait of that recognition and their

group identity on Indian Tomb Hollow, then Indian Tomb Hollow certainly may hold cultural significance for

these people." Division of Archaeology, Alabama Museum of Natural History

The Arrowmaker a painting by Jim Manasco
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" Site Preservation in General Is Another Important Issue in Bankhead National

Forest. Illegal Excavation of Sites Here Is A Serious Problem."

Univ. of Ala. Div. of Archaeology

Landmarks

Landmarks are fixed markers indicating boundaries. They are prominent features identifying a land

scape. They are events marking important stages of development and turning points in history. They are

places having historical significance set aside for preservation.

There are a number of landmarks in Bankhead National Forest that were important in the lives of the

long-ago people that were native to this area. For instance there is Tenchacunda Creek (Wild Corn Creek),

that heads up in the forest and flows into the Tennessee River. Today we call it Hint Creek. In 1794 there

was a Chickasaw town just below the mouth of the creek, where the city of Decatur now stands. President

George Washington affirmed that all the land west of Tenchacunda was Chickasaw country. There was also

Long Leaf Pine Creek, that we now call Crooked Creek. Its headwaters rise in the Warrior Mountains and it

flows southward to the Black Warrior River. Until 1786 it was a boundary between lands belonging to the

Creek Nation and those of the Chickasaw. There is Indian Tomb Hollow and Kinlock Rockshelter. There are

many others that archeologists and historians have not yet discovered.

" A country with no regard for its past will have little worth remembering in the

future."

Abraham Lincoln

Landmarks themselves have little intrinsic economic value. Their main worth is intangible. It lies in

their historic quality, that keeps alive, in our unconscious, our understanding of who we are and what we are

as a people. If we believe that there were things about the lives and aspirations of our ancestors that were

admirable, and should be kept in our own society, then we should take great care of the landmarks that
define the world of our forefathers. Charles M. Hubbert

The Bankhead Watershed Project Seeks National Recognition for Kinlock Historic Region

By Josh Hinson

The Bankhead Watershed Project is continuing its campaign to have the United States Forest Service

nominate the Kinlock Historic Region to the National Register of Historic Places. The proposed Kinlock

Historic Region includes the sites of the Kinlock Rock Shelter, the Kinlock Spring, the David Hubbard

Homeplace, the Hubbard's Mill site at Kinlock Fails, the covered bridge site on Hubbard Creek, a slave and

Civil War cemetery, the Byier Road and Byler Road fork by Kinlock Spring, the Old Buffalo Trail near Kinlock

Spring, the Jane (Aunt Jenny) Bales Brooks Johnson Homeplace, the Poplar Springs Cemetery, the North

Buttram Gulf Indian Shelter, the East and West Basin Creek Indian Shelters, and the High Town Path.

The Kinlock Historic Region contains numerous archaeoiogically significant rock shelters and camp sites.

The Kinlock Rock Shelter, which contains the finest petroglyphs (rock carvings) in North Alabama, is one of

the largest natural rock shelters in the southeast United States. Archaeological excavations at Kinlock have

yielded evidence of occupation dating back to the Archaic period (8000 to 5000 years ago) through the Late

Woodland period (1300 to 1000 years ago). The site is still considered sacred by American Indians today,

and it is occasionally used for ceremonial purposes by local descendants of the Native Americans. Other

prehistorically important sites include the Kinlock Spring, the Old Buffalo Trail, the North Buttram Gulf

Indian Shelter, the East and West Basin Creek Indian Shelters, and the High Town Path. The Kinlock Historic

Region, while being the location of numerous prehistoric sites and shelters, was also home to a variety of

historically significant events and people.

Page 101 The Bankhead Monitor



The Byler Road, which joins the prehistoric and historic High Town Path, was first surveyed by Captain

Edmund Pendleton Gaines in 1807. The Byler Road was the first state road in Alabama, and the legislature

which led to its construction was signed by Governor Bibb on December 15, 1819, just one day after the state

of Alabama was admitted into the union. Once called "The Main Street of North Alabama," the Byler Road

was traveled by Union troops on at least three occasions during the Civil War. The High Town Path, which

transverses the northern portion of the Bankhead National Forest, was an Indian trail thai extended from near

the present location of Atlanta, Georgia, westward through the Cherokee, Creek, and Chickasaw Nations, and

into Mississippi. The Path acted as a boundary between the three Indian nations, and it followed the Eastern

Continental Divide through the Black Warrior Mountains.

Concerned about the future of these important historical sites, The Bankhead Watershed Project con

tacted the United States Forest Service on November 3, 1994 regarding the Forest Services efforts to nomi

nate the Kinlock Rock Shelter to the National Register of Historic Places. At that time, James Ramey, District

Ranger for the Bankhead National Forest, said thai efforts were "still underway to locate any cultural materi

als and field notes from previous excavations at Kinlock Sheker"(Personal communication, November 23,

1994). "Once we have made an exhaustive search of the past work," Ramey continued, "we will evaluate the

materials and notes found to see if we can make a nomination from information already gleaned from the

site. If not, then additional testing may be required." The nomination has not yet progressed far enough for

the Forest Service to determine perimeter or acreage of the site.

The Bankhead Watershed Project again contacted James Ramey on November 15, 1994 in order to

request information concerning any and all efforts made by the Forest Service Zone Archaeologist to deter

mine if the site of the old grist mill at Kinlock Falls qualifies for inclusion in the State or National Register of

Historic Places. Ramey responded on November 23, 1994, saying that our letter had been forwarded to

Kathy Manning, the Forest Zone Archaeologist.

Professor Harvard Ayers of Appalachian State

University in N.C. examines Kinlock petroglyphs.

"Fighting To Save The Last Wild Places."

Turkey track glyph in shelter north of Kinlock.
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Looting Our Public Lands!

Looters are digging, sifting and stealing prehistoric artifacts & worse - digging the graves of
ancestors. Report anyone seen digging or removing artifacts from BankheacI.

Call USFS Headquarters (205) 489-5111

The Bankhead Monitor



INDIAN TOMB HOLLOW

MORTOR STONE

Whiskey Still Shelter — Indian

Tomb

Unique Geo

logical Forma

tions Abound _._.__

In Indian #-»^ '*£ V^V.3
Tomb Hollow.
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CULTURAL RESERVOIRS
INDIAN CHILDREN

SPEAK

'' I am a fifth grade

Cherokee Indian. I am very

disturbed thai you would

destroy sacred Indian Land,

[f you had any decent

respect for the deceased you

would not disturb Indian

Tomb Hollow and other

sacred land." Bccki-Lynn P.

" I don't like you cutting

down trees around Indian

Tomb Hollow. How would

you like il if someone came

and dug up your grandma?

So please slop culling down

the trees." James A.

Raiders win

Iraqis OK

■ ADMINISIRAIIVC BOUNDARY

(APPROXIMATE)

ADMINISTRATIVE BOUNDARY -

(APPROXIMATE)

INDIAN TOMB HOLLOW

Ms



FOREST SUPERVISOR DECLARES

BANKHEAD HAS UNIQUE ECOSYSTEMS!
According to Alabama forest SupervisorJohn Yancy, "We believe the Bankhead National forest has unique ecosystems..."

The Bankhead National Forest was dropped for inclusion in the Southern Appalachian Assessment, a scientific inventory of

the natural resources in tlie Southern Appalachian national forests, fort years tlie Bankhead has been managed under a plan

called "Vegetation Management of the Southern Appalachians."

A map in this book includes the Bankhead National Forest. Are we to believe that Bankhead ecosystems are less like tlie

Appalachians than the Talleclega (which is included) when the Talledega doesn't even have Hemlock growing in it?

Something diesn't make sense.

Indeed, the Cove Hardwood Forests of the Smoky Mountains greatly resemble the hardwood bottoms of the Bankhead.

According to Ted Simmons of the National Biological Survey at NCS University-, cove hardwood forests in the Smoky

Mountain National Park are "'characterized by species such as tulip poplar, red maple, eastern hemlock, and silverbell."

The cove hardwoods of Bankhead are characterized by this very assemblage of trees.

We also believe the Bankhead has unique ecosystems. Here's why:

PLEISTOCENE RELIC CANYONS
THE STONE AGE REMNANTS IN THE BANKHEAD

Indian Pipes

Old-growth Trees

w. J
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Queen of the Meadow, Royal Fern

\\ \
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Ginseng,

The King Of H

Don't Know What

This Is, Do You?

Page 109 The Bankhead Monitor



:

Fungi (above)

One of 50 species of Ferns (left)
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Liverworts
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Hidden Treasures of the

Bankhead Watershed

.„ .

'Fighting To Save The Last Wild Places."

Photograph by Ronnie While
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KINLOCK
The Best Known Falls In the Bankhead

To Save The La5( Wi7d Places."

Below Kinlock
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Co/lier Fd/5 —About 18 Feet High

Westernmost FaWs — Indian Tomb Hollow
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Parker Cascades by Ronnie White

Kawasaki SUZUKI

Jasper Motorsports, Inc

Route 12, Box 160

Jasper, Alabama 35501

221-6060

O
Husqvarna
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Left: A Natural Bridge (photo by

Ronnie White)

Below Left: Ctifty Creek Falls

(photo by Lamar Marshall)

Below Right: Falls on Hubbard

Creek (photo by Ronnie White)

auiun

Jim Wilson, Sr.

Phillip Bradford

S&W HONDA & YAMAHA

JOHN DEERE & KUBOTA

P.O Box 461 - Highway 78 East

Jasper, Alabama 35502

Telephone: 387-2119

384-4423

221-5940

Jim Waison, Jr.

MikoPatlon
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Holmes

Chapel

Falls

Caney

Creek

Falls

Coal Mine

Branch

Falls
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Lower

Turkey

Foot

Falls

Lower Turkey Foot Falls
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We must ever be true to our Past. This is as important as our Future. If we do not know

where-of we came, how can we know what our Future holds? Only in looking back can

we find our way.

The ways of our Fathers are just and true ways. Each man our Brother. One who would

ij the extra mile for you. Are these attributes still valuable?. Now more than ever. On
standards must always be strengthened through insisting that we also be treated fairly,

We are the "People." All we ask is to be respected for who we are, and respect for

Vith this our Future will be bright.

So Be It

Gilbert D. Edwards

Jan. 28, 1995
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Native Hardwoods

Clearcut Watershed
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INDUSTRIAL TREE
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