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Lamar Marshall

"MOODrS GROUPAND USFSATTACK TBM"

We are never surprised at the next

move of the "national forest

clcarcutter's club." Just when it

seems that the management of the

Bankhcad Forest is willing to work with

the 70% majority who oppose the

destruction ofpublic lands, a new turn of

events changes the game. The Alabama

Forestry Commission, the US Forest

Service, international timber companies

and other timber industry officials have

formed a private group to fight against

the public. State money is being used to

operate this new beast that calls itself

EAGLE I would be willing to bet that

Federal monies are also being used. Mr. James Ramey, District

Ranger of the Bankhcad is presiding over one committee. The group

is chaired by none other than the fanatic who believes that God

ordained the forests to be clearcut - Colin Bagwell. He likens all us

radicals who oppose his brand of forestry as " the greatest threat to

America since the communist infiltration ofthe 50's." Let's not waste

valuable editorial space on garbage. See article -The Lunatic Fringe
inside.

It is a sad day when a bunch of bureaucratic puppets can take a piece
of public property such as the Black Warrior Mountains of the

Bankhead National Forest and strip it for it's elements. To strip away

the romantic historyand the beauty ofthis forest in the face ofall those

who love it is a cultural crime against all Alabamians. To reduce a rich,

diverse ecosystem such as the Appalachian Bankhead to cold

calculations of board feet and tonnage of fiber is a crime against

nature.

Ourarmy ofconcerned citizens is fighting back. We have people going

to school to learn the fine art of appeals and most importantly,

litigation. With the new endangered species listings in the Bankhead,
and the past history ofthe FS management, we believe that someone

must pay the price for violations ofthe Endangered Species Act. Laws

were made to be enforced. It is becoming more clear that this is the

only way to bring the Outlaw Ranger into compliance. This will be

done in due time. The snare is set.

The west flank of the Sipsey Wilderness is flagged and ready to be

seedtree clearcut onlyyards from the bluffoverlooking Parker Falls on

Parker Branch. No regard for a scenic area! No setback from the

slopeoff and bluffs. The Sipsey line itself will be cut right up to the

painted trees. The hardwood ridges will be put into pines.

A ridiculous statement was recently made in the B,ham News by the

EAGLEcommittee head JohnnaWaid Godscy -" Sipsey Wilderness...

... No timber cutting is allowed because a group of people wanted to

protect the trees. Well, the trees in the Wilderness are beingdevastated

and killed by the pine beetle and they are spreading."

The truth is that not one hardwood is being killed by a beetle in the

Wilderness. The artificial pine stands are being killed by nature and

are returning back tothe natural ecosystem that was the historical state.

Pine plantations and pine beetle problems are imported bytree farmers.

In the natural state, pines are scattered across the Bankhead. One here

and one there. Our old-growth pines are majestic and beautiful. But

the fiber farmers like Godsey cut them down, plant monocultures, and

destroy native trees and plants with saw and poison. They invite the

pine beetle to invade. Progressive foresters are wiser.
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The great spring blizzard of93 in the Bankhead. Looking down

Brushy Creek. By none other the old master of the photograph,

Charles Scifried. Charlie and I drove nearly 100 miles in the

forest to catch the rare event - Bankhcad in the snow. It was

beautiful. Many roads were blocked by fallen pines. The great

hardwoods withstood the storm. Some cedars and many

hemlocks fell under the weight of the snow.



THE UNKNOWN CANOE ROUTES OF BANKHEAD

CANOEING BRUSHY CREEK
There are two major drainages in the Bankhcad

National Forest that flow south into the Warrior

basin and Lewis Smith Lake. One is the Sipsey

system on the west side of Hwy 33 and the other is

the Brushy system on the east side of Hwy 33.

In many ways they are twins and mirror images of

one another. The big difference is that one is pro

tected by the Sipsey Wilderness and Wild and Scenic
River status and one is not.

In many ways the Brushy Creek drainage is more

beautiful than its brother. The bluffs are outstand

ing; the waterfalls are many. The canoeing, as is all

Bankhead canoeing, seasonal.

Both rivers have rare and endangered species of

mussels. By all rights, Brushy should have some

form of protected status.

There are two put ins. One is where FS Road 245

crosses Beech Creek and the other is at Brushy Lake.

When the water is up after a rain or in the winter-

spring higher levels you can put in atBeech and

enjoy a beautiful ride after the first mile.

For the first mile, the land is flat. The first 3/4 of a

mile is private property, so don't get out on it.

The last mile before the junction with Brushy Creek

is a narrow canyon with bluffs separated from the

DOUBLE
SPRINGS

THE ALMOST MIRROR DRAINAGES

shoreline with hemlocks. A small waterfall from a

sidestream on the right will signal your approach to

Brushy just prior to mile two.

If you elect to put in atBrushy Lake, park at the

picnic area or other handy access to the water.

Canoe across the lake, strike the right shore

above the dam. Portage around the dam and

take off.

The first creek that comes in on the right just

under a mile downstream has a pretty seasonal

fall on it about a quarter of a mile up it. The

first major landmark will be the influx of

Beech Creek from the west at mile two.

There are two or three large trees that have

fallen across the stream. Go around, under or

over, whatever suits your fancy or ability.

There are numerous rapids and chutes in the

course of the eight mile stretch of water. Class

one and two rapids only. Of course, the river

can change rapidly during and after rains.

This section of Brushy is characterized by

bluffs and hemlock bottoms. Some very large

yellow poplars grow along the shore. The

little land that separates the bluffs and the

river is very steep to vertical in most places.

There are some dense thickets of laurel along

the way. In season, there are dozens of small

falls along the bluffs.



The major highlights along the way:

Mile 1 • small feeder stream on west has a

beautiful falls about 1\4 mile up.

Mile 2 - The mouth of Beech Creek on west.

Mile 2.8 - The String of Beads ia a series of

rocks strewn along the east shore which is also a

narrow chute that is fun. Also, at this point, notice

the stream coming in from east. This is Coal Mine

Branch that has a shallow, settler dug coal mine

in the bluff line on its south side and a magnifi

cent waterfall at its head about a quarter mile

east of the river. Coal Mine Falls drops into a

deep, turquoise pool.

Mile 4.3 - The mouth of Collier Creek on

the west side. About 3 1/2 miles up this canyon is

the fabulous Collier Creek Falls and mill site. I

don't advise walking up this canyon from here. It

is one of the ruggedest in the Bankhead. You can

make this another trip and enter from the

Grayson area.

Mile 6 - Don't miss this! The most awe-

some sight along this stretch of future Wild and

Scenic Brushy is Sougahoagdee Falls ( Sow Creek).

After the mouth of Collier Creek, this will be the

next small creek entering from the west. It is

several hundred yards off the river but the walk is

easy.

Mile 7 - Mouth of Rush Creek enters from

the cast side. Some people put in at the next

bridge up Rush and canoe down to here to enter

Brushy.

Mile 7.5 - A small falls where a small creek

enters Brushy on the east shore.

Mile 8 - Take out at Hickory Grove Road

( FS Road 255 )

There is good fishing along this stretch of Brushy.

Bass, bream and catfish are to be taken.

WARNING: Do not attempt to float this or any

other stretch of a Bankhead stream when the water

is high during or after a heavy rain. This is even

more important if you are not an experienced canoer.

A fun little stream like Brushy becomes a raging and

deadly force when the water rises only 3 or 4 feet.

The debris in the trees attests to the fact that the

water has been 15 or 20 feet up. Canoes have been

lost here never to be seen again.

The islands and beaches covered with bushes and

small trees become dangerous strainers when the

river pins you into them.

We need a good gauge on the river. Perhaps we'll

paint one on the bridge support. The official gauge

that was at Brushy washed miles downstream as you

will see when you make your float.

If you would like to rent a canoe at the forest, you

may do so at the Wren Grocery. It is located at the

intersection of HWY 33 and HWY 36 just north of

the forest boundary. The fee for the canoe, paddles

and life preservers is only $30 per day. Call James

Farris at (205) 974-9831

LAMAR MARSHALL

SHOOTING STRING-OF-BEADS CHUTE

COAL MINE BRANCH FALLS
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BRUSHY LAKE PUT IN
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Jasper, AL. 35503

The Birmingham Post Herald

Attratiom Managing Editor

2200 4th Avenue North

P.O. Box 2553

Birmingham, AL. 35202

The Birmingham Nevs

Attention: Managing Editor
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WRITE YOUR SENATORS AND NEWSPAPERS !

STOP CLEARCUTTEVG BANKHEAD !
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Washington, D.C. SC51D
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Congressman Earl Milliard
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Congressman Terry Everett
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116 16th Street KE
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camp McDowell
A PLACE OF REFUGE IN A FRENZIED WORLD

In a strange way Camp McDowell

is representative of the broader

entity that is the Bankhead

National Forest. It is a place of

spiritual refreshing to the pilgrims

of our modern, mad world. Per

haps this was the vision of the

priest who worked so hard to

found the camp in the mid 1940's.

He understood the need for a

mecca and a retreat. The outside

world that rings the perimeter of

the 640 acre piece of the planet is

self-destructing it seems. Not even

an iron wall could keep out the

effects of environmental ruination.

An active mine is discharging mineral laden water

into Saint Christopher's pool and the waters of Clear

Creek are degraded by upstream clearcutting.

The camp is nestled into a natural setting of trees.

Some of the trails have the trees tagged with name-

plates to teach those who walk from place to place.

On a much larger scale, the Bankh

ead itself is suffering from the rav

ages of environmental destruction.

Clearcutting with its companion

symptoms of poisons, burns and

endless logging roads is tearing the

once invincible forest apart. This

cancer is eating away from the

inside out while the predicament of

Camp McDowell is a cancer outside

trying to work it's way in.

The woodlands that once stretched

for many miles around the camp

were stripmined for both the coal

beneath and the trees above. Like

so many wonderful natural trea

sures, the camp has become an island and an oasis in

the sands of a biological desert.

The following is a report on McDowell written by

Susan Horn, who works at the camp.

welcome to
camp mEdouiell

\ EPISCOPAL DIOCESE

OF ALABAMA

n—r—i f^nwm



CAMP McDOWELL: PARADISE THREATENED

THE POWER IS IN THE PLACE

Camp Mcdowell is a holy place. Not just because it's

the summer camp and conference center for the

Episcopal Diocese of Ala

bama. Not just because of

the incredibly beautiful

natural surroundings. It's

much more than that.

Former campers get misty-

eyed as they remember the

energy and wholeness they

feel every time they come

here. For years I've been

hearing about holy sites,

and I guess I've been

searching for my own place

of healing and power.

Since I've come to work

here, I'm thinking Camp

Mcdowell might be one of

my spots, and I'd like to

tell you why. Along the

way, I hope also to com

municate why it is

deserving of protection

from environmental degra

dation.

Although I gre.w up in the

Episcopal Church in

Alabama, I had never

heard of Camp McDowell until I was in college. The

man I eventually married came here as a "workboy"

for several summers

during our lengthy courtship. Peter's hours were

long, his days off few and very far between, and he

didn't earn enough money to shake a stick at: I

couldn't figure out why he kept going back for more

punishment. Looking back, I see that I was dis

tracted with priorities that now seem unimportant.

And over the years, I've come to an awareness of

what so many Camp McDowell people knew all

along.

CAMP McDOWELL IS A SPIRITUAL

CENTER WHERE PEOPLE FIND

BALANCE AND HARMONY,

BELONGING AND COMMUNITY.

More than a vital gathering spot, Camp McDowell is

a spiritual center where people find balance and
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harmony, belonging and community. The bonds

made here are deep and lasting. The way people

here at Camp connect with themselves, with each

other and with the elemental forces and processes of

nature-with God, if you

will—fosters renewal,

creativity, and healing at

all levels. And while the

people who have been in

charge over the years have

a lot to do with Camp

McDowell's success, its

magic seems to transcend

any effect people could ever

have. The power is in the

place.

STEWARDS OF THE

EARTH

While I was writing this

story, it came to me that I

kept using various forms of

three words: "heal," "holy,"

and "whole"; and that they

are all probably derivations

of the same ancient root

word. A cursory check in

Webster's supported my

THE BELFRY theory ~ the Old English
"hal" is the foundation for

each word. Because of

their common linguistic ancestry, all three center

around a sense of completion, wellbeing and sacred

perfection.

This connection is more than a felicitous coincidence

uniting some wide-ranging ideas: it reminds me that

everything on God's earth affects and is affected by

everything else. I'm talking about the concept of

holism, which is widely accepted under a variety of

names by many "primitive" cultures as well as by

today's most forward-thinking scientists. We are all

part of one great unity. If one part is sick, then

every part is diminished. If we want to heal what is

unwell about our world, we must effect cures at

every level, from every perspective. To heal our

selves and our culture, we must heal the planet and

all its life forms; we must end violence and prejudice

in all shapes and sixes, including not only violence

and prejudice against people, but also that which is

directed against other species and ecosystems. All of

creation is deserving of respect and of the right just

to be.

"1 '



Which, in a roundabout way, brings me to the topic

of stewardship at Camp McDowell. Many aspects of

stewardship—including respect for other people as

well as for the earth and Cod's creatures-have

become central to daily living here. The Rev. Mark

Johnston, Camp McDowell's Executive Director,

walks his talk and encourages others to do the same,

by promoting cultural and environmental sensitivity

in campers and

staff members

alike. To that

end, several

projects now

underway at

Camp were de

signed as models

for earth-friend

ly living in the

1990s. Among

these programs

are a three-

pronged

approach to

garbage reduc

tion, creation

and

enhancement of

wildlife habitat,

ongoing efforts

to improve

energy efficien

cy, a new envi

ronmental camp

session, and a

large organic garden.

DISCOLORED WATERS FROM ST. CHRISTOPHER'S POOL

TROUBLE IN PARADISE

I haven't yet had the opportunity to sec every

breathtaking view I've heard about at Camp

McDowell. But I have experienced the clear sounds

of Leathe Brook on a bitter cold day, with tremen

dous icicles suspended from the huge rocks overhead;

on the short hike there, I saw my first frost heave.

As I watched my husband and our two young sons

exploring the small caves along Clear Creek, images

of indigenous people and white people finding shelter

there played out in my mind's eye. The tender

beauty and quivering alivencss of a wild doe staring

at me from just yards away left me with a sense of

awe and gratitude I'll not soon forget. I've seen

enough to know what a precious piece of land this is.

Needless to say, I'm deeply saddened when I

consider that nearby strip mines have fouled the

waters in St. Christopher's Pool. Ugly orange

sediment is discoloring the water in the springs that

feed it; even more unsightly orange water comes

from the sediment ponds that continually overflow

into St. Christopher's. Due to poor timber practices

and ineffective "reclamation" of strip mines, erosion

sediment is also muddying the waters of Clear Creek.

I've read enough to know that if you can see this

much with the naked eye, chances are there's a great

deal more going

on that you

don't see.

Who knows

what effect this

sediment is

having on the

delicate marine

ecology? Whom

can we hold

accountable for

such damage,

and to whom

can we turn for

help? It is my

understanding

that the Forest

Service trades

property and

then allows the

new owners to

strip mine what

once was Na

tional Forest—

your land and

mine. This

practice has clearly created problems on Camp

McDowell property. Likewise, the Forest Service's

clearcutting practices compromise not only the cut

areas, but also adjacent lands and hundreds of miles

of waterways downstream from cuts.

It's no longer possible for us to drive past the

clearcuts and strip mines in this area and feel satis

fied that Camp McDowell's 650 acres constitute some

kind of island paradise, sequestered safely from these

brutal practices. We are part of the larger whole,

and the fact that the earth is being ripped open right

next door diminishes the beauty and value of our

experiences at Camp McDowell. The same kinds of

problems are no doubt showing up all through the

Bankhead, though I can't speak from first hand

knowledge.

For this and many other reasons, Director Mark

Johnston wants Camp McDowell to become a center

for consensus-building and cooperation among con

cerned groups and individuals. For the good of the

local and global ecologies, it's best that we tum our



disadvantage into an advantage: let's take our diver

sity and make it work for us, not against us. There

are so many talented, intelligent people with a

passionate interest in preserving the Bankhcad—let's

use all the resources at our disposal to do what needs

to be done.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN AMERICA--A

TRADITION OF CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

In order to understand Camp McDowell and its posi

tion on stewardship, it helps to have a little back

ground information on the Episcopal Church and

Camp McDowell itself.

The Episcopal Church was

formed in much the same

way as the United States.

In fact, many of the same

leaders who broke away

from England and wrote

the Constitution of the

United States also broke

away from the Church of

England and formed the

Episcopal Church. And,

like the United States, the

Episcopal Church has a

representative government,

in which citizens' involve

ment is crucial to the sys

tem's success. But instead

of being divided into states,

the church is divided into

more than 100 dioceses

(DYE-uh-sees). Currently,

the Diocese (DYE-uh-sis) of

Alabama is the fastest-gro

wing in the country.

Clearly, the Episcopal

Church was started by revolutionaries, and in many

ways it remains on the forefront of progressive thin

king. When virtually everyone in America was wav

ing the flag and angrily shouting for Iraqi blood

during the Gulf War, Edmond Browning, the

Presiding Bishop of the National Church, was one of

few leaders in this country who spoke out against

our involvement in the conflict.

Like the Episcopal Church, Camp McDowell has a

colorful history, beginning with the first summer

camp sessions in 1946. Since that time, thousands of

young people have spent their summers exploring

the weeds and waterways here at Camp McDowell,

situated adjacent to the Bankhead National Forest,

just 15 miles north of Jasper on Highway 195.

SWINGING BRIDGE OVER CLEAR CREEK

Seasoned campers often share fond and funny stories

of the Camp's founding director, the Rev. Scott

Eppes, a character who is credited with gleefully

dynamiting his way through the early days of con

struction at Camp McDowell. Our understanding of

ecology was not quite so advanced then as it is

today...

Over the years, the summer camp program has

developed into one of the most popular church-

sponsored activities in the diocese. Currently, Camp

McDowell's summer offerings include nine regular

sessions for children from grades 1-12, along with

several short "mini-camps" designed for more special

ized experiences such as

soccer and choir work

shops. A unique feature of

each regular session is the

program theme: camp

directors and their staffs

design daily age-

appropriate activities incor

porating skits, songs, are,

games and lots of fun

around a theme such as

"Relationships," "Peace," or

"Decision-making."

Also unique to Camp

<i McDowell is the method by

1 which high school-age

i. campers make and enforce

^. their own rules by consen

sus in "Community Meet

ings". Everyone is encour

aged to participate, and

everyone learns far more

through these experiences

than any book could ever

teach.

In addition to the summer

camping program. Camp McDowell also host

thousands of visitors each year during the many

adult and youth conferences held here by educational

and religious groups.

For more information about Camp McDowell, please

contact us at Route 1 Box 330 Nauvoo, Alabama,

205/387-1806

CAMP MCDOWELL-MODELING EARTH-

FRIENDLY LIVING IN THE 1990'S

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

Since the winter of 1991, garbage volume has been

reduced so much that we now need a smaller dump-

ster; the monthly waste disposal bill will also be

smaller. The three R's—reduce, reuse,
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recycle—account for this decrease, and everyone at

Camp McDowell contributes to the effort. Plastics,

aluminum, glass, newsprint and cardboard have been

rerouted to recycling centers, while kitchen wastes

are fed to animals. Paper, plastic and styrofoam

cups have been replaced by reusable plastic cups and

ceramic mugs. And, we support the growing market

of recycled products, buying recycled supplies when

ever possible-even though they're often more expen

sive.

WILDLIFE HABITAT

By stacking tree trimmings in various places around

Camp rather than sending them to a landfill, we

create wildlife habitat and reduce trash volume at

the same time. Sometimes the trimmings are

dropped into a pond to create shelter for fish. Addi

tional encouragements for wild animals are a new

bluebird house and plans for martin houses this

summer.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Energy conservation-crucial to earth-friendly living-

-has long been a priority at Camp McDowell. High-

efficiency appliances and timers on water heaters and

furnaces help keep energy use and costs down. Occa

sionally, staff members wonder if we take this too

far, since we often eat lunch in Stough Lodge with

no heat-only the sound of good-natured grumbling

about hypothermia!

ENVIRONMENTAL CAMP

One of our most exciting new stewardship projects in

the Environmental Camp for high school students

and entering college freshmen. Set for August 19-22,

Environmental Camp will provide a variety of fun

experiences and activities centered on stewardship

and environmental awareness. We're also looking

into the possibility of conducting environmental

camps for school groups during the school year,

though no firm plans have yet been made.

HARVEST-CAMP MCDOWELL'S ORGANIC

GARDEN

Camp McDowell's new organic garden promises a harvest

of far more than beautiful, bountiful produce, according to

Bobbie Bevill, Associate Director and Summer Camp

Coordinator. "I think campers will benefit from the whole

process of gardening-the wonder, the understanding of

where their food comes from, the knowledge that it's okay

to sweat, to get really dirty and touch bugs. I want these

kids to learn first hand that squash and peas don't grow

on grocery store shelves."

The garden experience will also help campers learn about

healthy eating. As Bobbie says, "They'll learn enough

about nutrition to know to question what they put into

their bodies, instead of assuming everything is healthy.

There's something very satisfying about eating food when

you know what's happened to it every step of the way.

And it's important to know the difference between a

frozen green bean, a canned green bean, a fresh grocery

store green bean and a really fresh organic green bean

that you've grown yourself."

An experienced organic gardener, Bobbie is well aware of

the therapeutic value of working with plants. She has

high hopes that campers will find enough enjoyment and

inspiration working in the McDowell garden to start their

own organic plots at home. "Organic gardening's time has

come, but unfortunately is hasn't come to this part of the

country yet. Camp McDowell is a good place from which

to see the garden will be motivated to go home and do the

same kind of happening: many campers at a recent Young

Adults work weekend got VERY muddy and tired from

raking, weeding and planting seeds in the newly tilled soil.

But instead of complaining about sore muscles and blis

tered hands, almost everyone was talking about planting

organic gardens back home.

Listening to Bobbie reflect on organic gardening, one gets

a sense of the inner peace and healing that can result from

working in close cooperation and harmony with natural

processes. "Organic gardening must by definition enable

and promote other kinds of life. You must have bees to

pollinate corn; wasps eat aphids and are good pollinators,

too. Poison sprays don't just kill the harmful bugs, they

also kill beneficial insects and upset the whole balance.

This garden is one way kids can learn about promoting a

healthy ecology."

But how will this garden grow without all the chemical

fertilizers and pesticides we're so accustomed to using?

Natural amendments like manure and leaves will be

worked into the soil to keep it fertile and of good texture.

Heavy nitrogen feeders (like corn) will be routed with

heavy nitrogen fixers (like beans) to maintain the proper

balance of nutrients. Planting in the intensive style

crowds and shades out weeds; and to prevent harmful

compacting of the soil, rows are laid out so that they can

be planted, tended and harvested without ever being

walked on. As for unwelcome guests, bugs will be tolerat-

ed--"as long as they don't eat too much." If insects do get

out of hand, natural pest controls such as Safer's Soap,

rotenone and diatomaceous residues in the vegetables and

in the soil.

Perhaps Bobbie's most ambitious hope for the garden is

that it will be so beautiful, and so loved by campers, that

they will want to hold worship services there. Think

about it—what better place could there be to celebrate

God's bounty and the unspeakable wonder and beauty of

creation than in a living, growing garden where we can

feast not only with our eyes and our appetites, but also

with our souls? Bobbie Bevill waxes poetic when she

claims, "I don't think there's anything more holy than the

creation, the nurturing of beauty."
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YOUR TAX DOLLARS - YOUR DOGWOODS

THE DECLINING DOGWOODS OF BANKHEAD

TWO DISEASES THREATEN TO MAKE THEM EXTINCT

If one declining tree of the Bankhead could symbol

ize the struggle of a people to save their forest from

a cold, insensitive fiber

industry, it has to be the

dogwood. The dogwood is

the herald of the summer,

the assurance that spring

has sprung and the catfish

are running. The redbuds,

dogwoods and wild

azaleas are the most beauti

ful wild spring trees of this

national forest.

Around April the 15th, the

Wilderness Parkway in the

Bankhead is in full bloom.

The white trees look to be

established every 50 to 100

feet throughout the woods.

The woods are white for

around two to three weeks.

Then they become sort of

inconspicuous again.

According to wildlife ex

perts, the dogwood is one

of the most valuable trees

in the ecosystem. It seems

that the rich crop of red

berries play an integral

part as a food source to

rabbits, deer, squirrels and

most importantly, birds.

Over 40 species of birds

utilize the dogwood berry

as a fall energy builder. It

is 18% fat. It is also very

high in calcium.

" From a wildlife stand

point there isn't anything to replace the flowering

dogwood." says Robert

Whitmorc, professor of wildlife ecology at West

Virginia University.

When the dogwoods are gone, there will be no dog

wood fruit in the fall, the critical time that

migratory and overwintering birds depend on it.

Sixteen years ago the dogwood anthracnose appeared

in the NE and NW. A great swath has been cut in

its numbers from Maine to Alabama.

USFS HAS DESTROYED MILLIONS OF YOUR

DOGWOODS BY INDISCRIMINATE CLEARCUTS

Shown below is only one of millions of dogwoods

that have been destroyed by our government in

Bankhead by clearcutting

and seedtree clearcutting: I

recently (April 25th)

walked the mountain just

west of Flint Creek Road,

(FS #268) and south of the

bridge. The hardwood ridge

has been clearcut and all

the dogwoods with it. Some

of the smashed trees with a

root still in the ground are

still holding their blooms

proudly a few inches above

the dirt, doomed and

damned by the protectors

of our wildlife and lands.

Every one of the several

hundred clearcuts along our

hardwood ridges over the

last decade has exterm

inated dogwoods and other

valuable "trash trees".

I showed an enlarged pho

tograph of a burned, nude

mountainside with dogwood

trees cut down and left to

rot to a USFS researcher.

" Good silviculture." he

said.

If it is good silviculture to

decimate a tree as valuable

and beautiful as our native

dogwood which is already

threatened by the anthrac

nose plague, then silvi

culture as practiced by the

foresters who manage Bankhead is a disease in its

own right. As a disease, a cure must be discovered. I

would like to suggest taking the National Forests of

Alabama away from the fiber farmers and letting the

Garden Clubs and Wildflower Society manage them

the way that they should be. With intelligence,

by Lamar Marshall, r.f. ( residing forester )
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'And

On rounding a lakeside curve

Andtopping a hillnear thefamily cottage

I hadan eeriefeeling

My heart physically hurt

As though struck.by a clenchedfist

Through tears ofrealandpsychic pain

Isaw the rapedremains ofmy 'DogwoodCathedral

The ravagedlandscape of

myforest chapel

my private retreat

my primitive prayerground

"Where was the sacredhaven now

Its hushedstillness intermingled

'With a welcome chorus oftrilling Birds anddroning Bees

"Where were thegracefultree trunksgrowing in a perfect circle

Theflower-laden Branchesforming a naturalarbor

One ofsuch exquisite Beauty

Only Qods handcouldhave wrought it

A wordless sermon • a miracle ofinnocent purity

"Where, the white puddles offallen Blossoms on theforestfloor

Springtime snow-Blooms' I toldthe children

Showing them the symbolic crown ofthorns in their center

The nail-prints onflutededges tingedwith traces ofrust

9{pw only an obscene woundon the hillside remains

fyminder ofanother crucifvQon

Life-sapflowedlikedspiffedBlood

down the deeplygougedearth

Into ourpristine lake

MangledGmBs, charredstumps, crushedroots

Are allthat remain ofmy once peacefulrefuge

9{p sweet lingering soundof

chirping Birds or humming Bees at Spring's dawn.

I weep at the loss ofsuch perfection

I weepforour violatedMother 'Earth

Man's Birthplace, Man's nesting place, Man's Bridge to 9(is Maker

AHI have left ofthis specialpiece ofground

Is a memory

A memory oflush andverdant springtimes

Ofa thick_canopy ofBloondngDogwoods

andlacy sun -filteredshadows

Agrandchild's soft handin mine

A reverent last walk.in this specialwoods

AndI weep.
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FORESTER'S FORUM
THIS COLUMN IS RESERVED FOR PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS INPUT INTO THE MONITOR.

SUBMITTALS ARE WELCOME AND WILL BE PRINTED UNCHANGED

This article was written by Greg Holmes, a graduate of Auburn University with a degree in Forest

Management. He is a registered forester in the state of Alabama and employed by a wood dealer

specializing in timber harvest and reforestation.

The Future of
How can the forests be managed to protect the eco

system as demanded by environmentalists and at the

same time, provide our needs and satisfy the timber

industry on (#1) public lands (like Bankhead) and

(#2) on private lands? This formidable question was

given to me recently after a very interesting and

enlightening visit with one of the founders of The

Bankhead Monitor (TBM). This visit served as a

foundation by which to discuss this weighty ques

tion, the TBM, its cause and its content.

First off, we need to understand what an environ

mentalist is. It seems as if everyone wants to jump

on the environmental bandwagon (often for the

nominal fee of $ XX.XX for a one year's member

ship) without taking any responsibility for their

present nor their future actions. For that matter,

how many people even give a passing thought to

their normal everyday activities, what they consume,

the processes involved in making these consumable

items, the associated environmental results of

packing, and the disposal of the "waste" ?

So just what is an environmentalist? If you don't yet

know, then take a good look in the mirror. You, the

US Forest Service (USFS) District Supervisor, the

contract timber cutter, the 5th grade school teacher,

and the car salesman are all environmentalists... for

none other than the fact that whether we want to

believe it or not, we are all part of the environment.

How can environmentalists differ with one another

so drastically? Typically, on one end of the scale is

the preservationist, and on the other end is the

exploiter. Both of these can and most often are

extreme in their stands and the answer must lie

somewhere in the realm of the conservationist.

The idea of conservation is a concept that many

people seem to be unfamiliar with or are confused

about. A key term in the understanding of conserva

tion is "sustainable". And in terms of land use, we

could say it means to gather, harness, and/or extract

the resource in question to the degree that it is not

jeopardized. This brings up the second part of the

question, ie., "and at the same time provide our

needs and to satisfy the timber industry". To provide

Alabama's Forests
our needs and to satisfy the timber industry are

basically the same. It is not reasonable to think of

the timber industry as some great, evil, capitalistic

giant cutting millions of tons of wood fibre a year,

because we as a consuming people create the demand

for those very products the forests supply.

Supply and demand.... same song, different tune.

It also helps us to remember that people other than

ourselves and our immediate national neighbors

demand wood products. With the Southeast's long

growing seasons, fertile soils, and abundant rainfall,

our forests supply much of the world's wood fibre.

Fortunately (or maybe not) much of this land is

privately owned, and reasonably accessible. In fact,

95% of Alabama's forestland is privately owned, and

75% of that is owned by individuals. So how well

are our Alabama forestlands being managed? Accord

ing to USFS studies in 1990, in over 70% of

Alabama's north and central counties, the net annual

removal of softwoods exceeded their net annual

growth. Natural mortality, conversion of forestland

to agriculture and/or development shares much of

the blame. But the deliberate or neglectful intent of

small private landowners to invest in artificial or

natural regeneration is the root problem. The prob

lem native American Indiana had with the apathetic

white man yesterday is the problem we have with

ourselves today... we take without asking, and don't

give back that which we take. However, as land

ownership patterns change, I've noticed a new trend

of first-time landowners who often are conscientious

about "what's best for their land", but they don't

know exactly what that is. Only through the leader

ship of our professional, private or state foresters do

I feel the private sector of the state can realize "sus

tainable" forest resources.

As for timber sales on public land, that is a tough

question. It is a lot tougher for the western states

where the majority of the timber is on public land.

However, in Alabama, national forests are much

smaller in both size and percentage of the state's

total acres. The original purpose in setting aside vast

acreages of timberland under the protection of the
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USFS umbrella was for the sake of national interests

against timber barons who had already exploited the

northeastern and lake states, and the southeast. But

as long as we have public land, there will be other

considerations for the forestland besides wood fibre

production. Aesthetics, preservation of historically

significant sites, recreation and wildlife also come to

mind. These are not, however, tangible in the sense

we can put $ figures on them, and therefore place a

value on them. That doesn't make them any less

important, though. It does mean the public must

make public their likes/dislikes on how their property

is (mis)managed. If the claims TBM has made

(I don't know) are true concerning below-cost timber

sales, and logging environmentally sensitive or

historically important areas, then I applaud their

efforts to have it stopped, but not the way they are

trying to stop it.

After picking up TBM, my first emotional response

(that is what the publication seems to appeal to) was

one of outcry and absurdity. Page after page of

cartoons like the ranger with the forked tongue,

runover hiker and raccoon, and 44 magnum chain-

saws undermine whatever professional credibility you

carry. Pictures of shelterwood cuts labeled as clear-

cuts, and calling seedtree cuts and clearcuts the same

thing further belittles your campaign. These cuts are

in fact very different in their design and purpose. To

borrow, an old phrase, " Things that are different are

not the same." We live in an information-sharing

society, and through education, media networks,

advertisements, and friends/associates, we strive to

learn the facts, and then to understand them as best

as we can. For years, certain industries, political

parties and factions, and religions have intentionally

or neglectfully withheld potentially important infor

mation, with varying degrees of success. In the last

decade, however, these types of institutions, which

often use strong, emotional appeals, have had their

"stuff backfire. People need facts - not emotional

cartoons. Although I think the message you have

needs to be heard, and your cause is just, I

disapprove of the vehicle you are taking it to the

public in. As Joe Friday form Dragnet would say...

"Just the facts, ma'am, just the facts."

OutdoorOmnibus

Quality Equipment for Camping & Cycling

2806 S. Memorial Pkwy
HuntsvilleAI. 35801 205/533-4131

RV Connor, Proprietor

Whirlpool Bathtubs

Fast Delivery ■ Designer Colors

Acrylic - Cultured Marble Fiberglass

* 4-6 HYDRA-BATH HI-FLO JETS

• 1 H.P. 100% DRAIN JACUZZI® PUMP

• DUPONT® LUCITE XL ACRYLIC

• ALL SIZES & STYLES

* SHIPPED FAST!

$ SAVE $

FACTORY DIRECT

DANNY HOLDBROOKS
CALL TODAY

205/486-7919

HUNTING & HIKING SUPPLIES AT

LOW PRICES.

GOVERNORS DRIVE AND 8TH ST.

HUNTSVILLE, AL. PH. (205) 534-5211

WILEY
Outdoor Sports

Southland Plaza

6th Ave. South

Oecatur Alabama 3560!
(205) 35l-fi60i

DOUG DIXON

Manager.

Decatur Store

13



DANCING RABBIT STUDIO
ON A HILLSIDE ABOVE THE BACKWATERS OF CLEAR CREEK IN BANKHEAD COUNTRY

sits an American chestnut cabin transplanted from the Qualla Cherokee Indian Reservation in the Great Smokj

Mountains of North Carolina. It is the home of Jim and Ruth Manasco and their two

children - Terra and Rusty. They have more in common than family ties. Each is an

artisan in his own right. Jim is an artist, Ruth and Terra potters, and Rusty a silver

smith.

v'-". >-■-«<£■,

DANCING RABBIT STUDIO

Across the drive and overlooking a small lake sits

another transplanted log cabin that serves as the

Dancing Rabbit Studio. The studio was established

in the fall of 1978 in order to consolidate the various

talents under one name. They are all members of

the Cherokees of Northeast Alabama tribe. This

commitment and interest in the ways of their native

ancestors is expressed frequently in their work.

Rusty specializes in Native American silversmithing.

His hammered silver and various stones and bead-

work is worthy of any neck and pair of ears. He also

makes rings. Often, Rusty will incorporate Medicine

Wheels and other native symbols into the assembly

of pit-fired beads, turquoise and arrowheads.

When I speak of pottery, I do not mean crude flower

pots or bowls. After months of hard work, the Dan

cing Rabbit studio is opened for a day or two. It,

by now is filled with the most unique assortment of

delicate and unusual shapes. From intricately de-

THE TOTEM POLE

tailed frogs and turtles, to

practical and useful items,

you will find something that you cannot possibly live

without. ( That is why I try to keep the open dates

secret from my wife.)

It is in honor of their Cherokee interests that Danc

ing Rabbit Studio gets its name. The studio was

named after " Moon of the Dancing Rabbit ", an

ancient Cherokee ceremony associated with the

month of March and the spring solstice. Traditional

ly, this period was a time of rebirth, renewal and

great joy after the long winter.

Ruth is a master of the clay and basketry. Terra

shares these talents. The two work as a mother and

daughter team.

They have made baskets for over ten years now and

use natural dyes, vines and barks. Their line of

pottery includes functional stoneware, animal sculp

ture and traditional pitfired Cherokee pottery.
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Jim Manasco, a signpainter and artist with over 40

years experience creates art on mailboxes. Using

both his lettering and artistic skills, he paints wild

life and pastoral scenes on the boxes and personalizes

them with the name and address of the customer. In

addition, Jim's tireless interest in Native American

symbols and history has led him to create shamanic

and symbolic paintings. The Studio is located off of

Highway 195 about 10 miles south of Double

Springs. If you will drop Ruth Manasco a request,

she will provide you with the dates of the Dancing

Rabbit Studio openings and a map. The address is

Route 8, Box 929, Jasper, Al. 35501 or call at

(205) 221-6212

RUTH'S MAGIC HANDS

JIM MANASCO - JUST KIDDING, JIM RUSTY'S HANDIWORK



THE MAGNIFICENT BLUFFS

OF THE BANKHEAD

The northern Bankhead

is riddled with over 400

miles of canyons that

are blessed with endless

blufflines that overlook

the streams. Many are

very hard to get to as

they are covered with

dense laurel thickets.

Some are easily reached

and invite rock climbers

and rappellers to

practice their sport and

at the same time view

the scenic rivers and

streams.

One such bluff hopper

is a farmer from

Athens. His name is

Telly Cox. He is 19

years old. I first met

Telly while visiting a

friend of mine from

Decatur who spends a

lot of time in the forest

and on the Sipsey

River. That would be

Robert Bumpus.

Telly learned to rappel

from a counselor at the

Ponderosa Bible Camp.

He claims that it is one

of the most exciting

hobbies that he has.

" Every time I go it is

different and just as

exciting." he said.

The equipment is pretty expensive. It will cost

around $125.00 to get started. Personally, I wouldn't

want to skimp on anything on which holds my life in

the balance.

The following are the essential items that are re*

quired to get started in rappelling:

Rappelling rope - about $50.00 for 120 feet

Harness - $20 minimum

Figure eight - $20.00

TELLY COX DESCENDS BLUFF

Carabiner ( O-ring ) •

For safety, a locking

carabiner should be

used.

A good pair of leather

gloves is also a

necessity.

Rappelling is widely

used by the military

and SWAT teams as a

means to descend

heights rapidly.

Basically, you walk

down a vertical face of

cliff or masonry wall

backwards, using a rope

as a means of support.

Before you can rappel,

you must secure your

self to your rope with

the harness. The car

abiner is attached to

the harness. It is the

link between you and

your rope.

Rappelling is a sport

with no room for error.

It is essential to learn

the correct and safe

techniques from a qual

ified instructor.

Once learned, you will

probably enjoy travers

ing the rugged back

country of the Bank-

head. But never go it

alone. You might long be devoured by the coyotes,

wolves or turkey vultures of the wilds before you are

found by a rescue party. Always leave an itinerary

with your kin when you hike, camp and climb in

remote places. Include a detailed description down to

the approximate 40 acre tract, section, township and

range. Then, if something unexpected happens, the

authorities will know where to look. Time can mean

the difference between life and death.
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BORDEN ON HORSES

1,1

A new United States Forest Service policy governing

horseback riding within Alabama's National forest

was implemented April 1st. This policy severely

curtails this fast growing family oriented recreational

activity. That policy is stated as follows:

1. Equestrian use will be limited to designated

equestrian trails and open roads except by permit of

District Ranger. Visitor Use permits will be issued

for cross country riding.

2. Equestrian use off designated equestrian trails

through Visitor Use permits will be limited to certain

areas of each District to be determined by the

District Ranger

(A site specific

Environmental

Assessment re

quired prior to

designating off

trail riding

areas). Areas

closed by Super

visor's Closure

Order or other

law will not be

included in the

areas available

to be considered

for off trail use.

3. Forest

Service roads

open to public

travel (open to

general public

travel with

standard

passenger auto, without restrictive gates or prohibi

tive signs or regulations ) will be open to equestrian

use. All other Forest Service roads will be closed

unless signed open for equestrian use.

4. Equestrian events requiring Special Use Permit

will be limited to designated equestrian trails and

roads open to equestrian use.

5. Equestrian use in Special Areas, such as Congres-

sionally designated wilderness, wild and scenic rivers,

and botanical areas, will be limited to designated

equestrian trails.

U.S.F.S. stated reasons for these restrictions were:

concern for erosion, possible adverse impact upon

threatened or endangered species and possible impact

on cultural or archaeological resources. While we

READY TO RIDE

BY DR. CHARLES BORDEN

share those concerns, we believe these problems

could have been effectively addressed in a less

restrictive manner. We can only hope that this same

level of concern would apply to the destructive clear-

cutting and road building for timber harvesting that

has devastated the Bankhead.

This new policy does allow the District Ranger to

designate additional trails by special permit after

completion of an Environmental Assessment. That

assessment is part of the National Environmental

Policy (NEPA) process and involves evaluation of

impact upon threatened or endangered species as well

as upon cultural

or archeological

resources. This

process is

expensive and

limits

options.

The District

Ranger has

expressed inter

est in additional

trails -

particularly the

Capsey Creek

loop. We will

continue to

work diligently

with the

U.S.F.S., local

and State

agencies as well

as with our

Congressional delegation to expand equestrian oppor

tunities on National forest land and throughout

Alabama.

To join this effort subscribe to the Bankhead

Monitor and join The Bankhead Trail Riders

Association by sending $5.00 to:

Carmen Blalock

Bankhead Trail Riders

627 Lawrence Street

Moulton, Al. 35650

17



NATIONAL FOREST NEWS
PARKER CANYON FLANK TO BE CLEARCUT

The west flank of Parker Canyon in the Sipsey

Wilderness is marked for clearcutting or variant

seedtree clearcut. The cut will be right over Parker

Falls, a major attraction in the Wilderness. It is very

close to a cultural site. The hardwood ridge will be

converted to pine. The painted line that marks the

Wilderness will be cut to the edge. The FS fears an

expansion. This is their check.

FORMER DISTRICT RANGER BUYS PUBLIC LAND

FOR $90.00

Evidently the Forest Service rewards their insiders

with the privilege of owning your forest. John Al-

cock, the Regional Forester signed a quitclaim deed

signing over 1/3 acre of public land to the

EAGLE committee head for $90.00 in 1984. Bill

Bustin, anti-environmental and proclearcutter pri

vate consulter owns part of our forest. He also holds

clearcutting Bankhead meetings on his Rabbittown

property. This will be a worthy investigative story

for some news reporter.

FREE STATE OF WINSTON FESTIVAL

Come to the Free State of Winston Festival June 7th

through June 13th. Arts and Crafts, festivities and

lots of fun will be on the agenda. Located in Double

Springs Alabama. You can't miss it if you find the

town.

1993 LAWRENCE COUNTY INDIAN FESTIVAL

Don't miss the greatest Indian Festival in North

Alabama. Pottery making, flint knapping, silver-

smithing, bow bending, rope making, herbal medi

cine, brain tanning, and much more. Located in the

park by the school in Moulton, Ala. May 14th

through May 16th. Come and learn.

SPENCER WATERS NEW BOOK

One of the most renowned historians of the

Lawrence County

area is Spencer

Waters, who is

credited with dis

covering the origi

nal publication of

the Battle of Indian

Tomb Hollow pub

lished in 1856 in the

Moulton Democrat.

His tireless research

has produced a

book of over 200

pages called

Confederate Soldiers

of Lawrence_

CONFEDERATE

SOLDIERS

of
LWRENCE COUNTY

ALABAMA

County Alabama. It is filled with old letters and

records that bring back to life the days of the Civil

War. Order a copy from Spencer Waters at 16325

Market St., Moulton, Al. 35650 for $12.00

ARISING TO FIGHT: THE GENERAL PUBLIC

The staff of the Monitor thanks the general public

and many organizations who support our work from

all walks of life. The volume of mail is so great that

we are behind in answering and the Monitor is weeks

late. But everyone will get their six issues even if it

takes 13 months. Soon we will have full time staff to

carry on a full-time and far ranging war. Thanks

graphics designers, advertisers, stores, workers, writ

ers.

7TH ANNUAL NAT. FOREST POW WOW

Defenders of all of our National Forests will meet

May 28-31, 1993 to lay out strategy and attend a

college of courses like Appeals Process and Writing,

Lobbying, Media, Litigation, Ecology, Forest Health,

Sustainable Management and Environmental Law.

The meeting will be held at The Cathedral Domain

in Eastern Kentucky, contact Mindy Harmon, RR 4

Box 292, CarbondaleJL. 62901 or call

(618) 684-6897.

ALABAMA NATIONAL FOREST LEGAL DEFENSE

FUND.

We are still soliciting donations and legal help as we

approach the era of the legal battle to stop the ille

gal activities carried out by the US Forest Service in

Alabama. Suits in other states have proven that

violations have and are being committed on your

public land. The fund is established, not very large,

but growing.

REPORT: OWL GETS BAD RAP ON LUMBER COSTS

Washington (AP) The economic recovery is driving the

demand for lumber and pushing prices up sharply, not

federal restrictions on logging designed to protect the

spotted owl, congressional researchers say.

The Congressional Research Service, an arm of the Li

brary of Congress, concluded that timber housing industry

leaders have exaggerated the impact that protection of the

northern spotted owl has had on the timber market.

FOREST SERVICE LOSES MONEY

The USFS has lost as much as 87 billion dollars over 14

years by failing to charge enough for its timber to recover

the costs of roadbuilding and sale preps, according to

estimates. (AP)

BLIZZARD DAMAGE AT 820 MILLION FOR PINE FOR

ESTS IN WEST CENTRAL ALABAMA

$16,000 lost in Bankhead according to James Ramey, the

District Ranger who invests heavily in taxpayer funded

pine plantations. Pansy pines can't take beetles or snow.
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OFFICIAL RETRACTION !

STATE OF ALABAMA

BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR FORESTERS

S13 MAOttON AVCNUC

Montgomery. Alabama 30ISO

PHONE 12051 2409360

March 1, 1993

Mr. Lanar Marshall

THE BANKHEAD MONITOR

P. 0. BOX 117

Moulton. AL 35650

Dear Mr. Marshall:

It has been called to the attention of the State Board of
Registration for Foresters that you are representing yourself to
the general public as a Consulting Forester. A copy of Page 22
from the BANXHEAD MONITOR is enclosed for your Information. The
title "Consulting Forester" implies that you are offering your
services to the general public for the performance of forestry
work. This requires that you be registered as a Forester in

Alabama.

It appears that you are In violation of Title 34-12-2, 1975
Code of Alabaoa. A copy of the Code is enclosed for your review.
This letter constitutes notice to cease and desist in the practice
of forestry in Alabana and to cease using the title "Forester".
You have thirty days to respond to this letter before the matter
is submitted to the Attorney General's office.

If you are a graduate forester with a alnlnua of two years'
experience after graduation, you nay wish to make application for
registration and licensing. Necessary application forms may be
obtained by writing to Ms. Panela B. Sears, Office Manager, at the
address appearing at the top of this letter.

Sincerely yours

T. waynon Paul, R.F.

Chairman

Ms. Gerri Grant

Attorney General's office

THE OFFICIAL THREAT

I, Lamar Marshall, do solemnly

swear to cease using the title of

"Consulting Forester" in the state

of Alabama.

I sincerely hope that my profes

sional reputation as a conservation

ist has not been permanently dam

aged by jokingly associating myself

with said title.

Lamar Marshall, r.f. ( residing

forester

WE ARE THE BANK!

, PRESERVE THE BANKHEAD!

CONTAxtt: Consulting Forester Lamar

Marshall for prWansJi\m

Write a Utter to the editor of your local
newspaper callinRJoran^ndl^clearcutti

THE OFFICIAL SIN

THE BANKHEAD MONITOR
A Kotnarafil. Esenbonal CacporeJtaei

P.O. Bra 117. HmIm. AJ. J56J0

FICHT1NG FOR THE LAST WILD

PLACES!

Mr. w'aymon Pint. R. F.

Chairman

Stale ol Alabama

Beard of Remtralion For Foreaun

Dm Mr Pad:

In response lo your letter of March I. 199}. I have never m Ibc past, do not presently, nor do I intend

in Ibe (nine lo practice forestry aa defined in the Code of Alabama. Title M-12-2. Note Ibal no

wrvires were offered for aale in tbe said reference bom Ibe Bsnkbead Monitor. Information, program!

and vhJ«m Ipredacta) on Ike Benkbead National Forcat were the rabject.

The tett from Ihe Monitor was written in sarcastic jest as yoa are well aware. I would compare H to

the humor of a consulting femur who pmpuia deareutttne. masanre deaea of poiaonoua berbtcidf.. and

ihe conversion of hardwooda to pin™, and then refers to himself as an envuonmenulisl. That n prettv

funnv alw.

I am sore that a more educated peraon »urb as year attereev would more full* tompjUicud tbe real

implication ol* the joke in the context of ibe complete maxsjme.

Aa yon well know, aince yon an evidently a Bankfaead Monitor reader. I am merely a forester in Ihe

tense tbat my Webatera dictionary defjnea "■forester" - 2. An inhabitant of a foreat. Yoa aee. I live in

ihe Bankhead National Forest. Therefore. I am. etcordine to Ibe dictionary, a foreater.

To avoid unnecessary ■trife with yoar "profession''. I will phst a itoacuon of the term "Consalting

Forester" in tbe next rsaoe of the Monitor. God forbid that aayose would confuse me witb Mme of the

radical ctemenla of the Registered Foresters of Alabama, wbo in my opinioo ire merely tramed

environmental assassins.

I am an environmental writer who eomroenta and critiqtint fereatrv issues. 1 believe in tbe fjtedoui of

•peech and I exercise that rifbt. 1 plan lo continue to excrass tbat ritbt. The capaaty in wtiicb I

serve, tt that of a nonprofit, edneauonal emulation. I don't know from where yonr organisation feu

it'a fnode to operate, but I hope that it b in no way taxpayer anhaidiwd. I would hate lo think that

my tax money waa waited in feeble atterapta to intimidate aad baraaa atixena eocb as myaelf.

Jimmy Evans is pretty well tied up witb ihe Governor Haot pnaently. There are nuoora tbtl BiU

Moody may be next. I don't think be hu tune to weate proaKntutf tbe innocent taffeta ol the Wite

I'te proop that calls ilaeU EAGLE. Ibe lenatie frinee of ibe otherwise valoable and profeaaional

munstrcam loiuiuy distpliiie.

The promiaed retraction will appear in iame no. 9 of the Moaitor. tt can be obtained on many

newottands «r yon can aubaenbe to it for I1Z.00 per year from Ibe same oddreaa in which you wrote me.

Thank Yon. Lim«r /MirirrtlL
Lamar MarabaU. Comluna; Editor and PaUnber of Ibe Bankbead Honiter

PS. When I waa IB years old. I almost went lo aehool to be a Foron Ranter. Thank Cod. that He

Hosed lhal door. I would hale lo think that a bunch of educated fools miebt brainwash me into klllinc

ihe very thing that I loved most • ibe Kalive Form! witbin whkb [ am truly a foreater.

THE REPLY 19
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jitri MILLIONS OF OLD HARDWOODS KILLED,

fjg MANY TO ROT AWAY FOR NO REASON ,
$ OTHER THAN TO MAKE ROOM FOR PINE '4

CLONES.

20

Vl'GROVE OF VALUABLE BEECHES Cl.T

ijANI) EXTERMINATED BY JAMES RAMEY.
=£FS 268 JUST NORTH OF FLINT CHEEK

£. BRIDGE.
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