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Goodbye, Bill
Bill Black, who has served us
well as assistant editor of
our last two issues is moving
to Georgia with his wife.
Though we will miss him,
Bill’s help streamlining the
production of the Voice will
continue to make our job
easier for years to come.
Good luck, Bill!

3 News and Views

4 Who’s Teaching Our Children?

Coalition files suit against Forest Service; Presidential double-talk and other critical
news and information about your publicly owned lands to help you stay informed.

COVER STORY:  Classrooms have become the primary target for corporate lies and
propaganda.  Join the fight for our children’s minds and our nation’s curriculum.

7 1999 Annual Report   
Building upon our Zero Cut campaign, the Council launches “Forever Wild,”  edu-
cating citizens and raising the standard for protection of your publicly owned lands.

11 This Land is Your Land 
The Forest Services loses $1.2 billion annually raping public lands.  How this and
other factors make a strong economic case for protection of your heritage.

12 Cash Cows
John Muir called sheep “hooved locusts;” biologists cite cattle as “the most destruc-
tive influence on the...West.”  A nine-month San Jose Mercury-News investigation
uncovers the ways corporate agribusiness benefits from federal grazing subsidies.

My favorite line from Walt Kelly’s (often ecological
beyond its time) comic strip, Pogo, says it all: “We
have seen the enemy and he is us.” It’s a line con-

servation groups could learn from. In the fight to save our
public lands, I often fear that we have become our own
worst enemy.

Notorious for long meetings, backroom dealings and bit-
ter feelings, the splintered factions of our movement waste
their precious time squabbling, compromising and cutting
each other down. Staff retreats and conferences (a sink for
both time and money) get bogged down by petty details and
the yoke of consensus. Email discussion lists become elec-
tronic battlegrounds for flame wars, tapping even more of
our scarce time and energy. How many hours have we wast-
ed haggling for compromises, bickering in meetings, and
nursing our egos instead of making real change in the
streets, on Capitol Hill and in the woods?

The very industries that would raze our national heritage
for a quick buck must be thrilled to see us spinning our
wheels and cutting each other down.

When Julia Butterfly Hill descended from Luna, the tow-
ering redwood that was her home for over two years, her
“allies” berated her for coming down too soon. For accepting
too little. For making a deal with the enemy. How can any-
one disparage this woman who has become a national sym-
bol for the forests? 

Would I, person-
ally, have accepted the
deal Julia Butterfly made?
No. Would I (if I were
asked) have boldly told
her not to take the deal? Absolutely. Those of you who know
me, know that I’m never bashful about my opinions. But
will I criticize this woman who speaks (and listens) to trees
now that she’s come down from Luna? Never. I’ve never
spent a night in a tree, let alone two full years!   

We must begin to build each other up, instead of tear-
ing each other down. We must begin to speak our minds
boldly and openly for the sake of improving each other,
not making a point. We must join together (as long as we
share the same goals) and refuse to compromise, despite
our differences.  

Like individual fingers of the same hand, conservation
groups are useless on their own. Formed into a fist, we could
become powerful. We won’t win until we stop fighting each
another and unite to fight our true enemies: corrupt corpora-
tions and their political lackeys. We won’t win until we learn
to beat them at their own game and start aiming for the one

true victory: Forever Wild, the complete protection of all
public lands. We won’t win until we start concentrating on
the finish line, instead of whatever we can get. 

Creating a winning team won’t be easy, but it can be
done. First, we must
define our goal: total pro-
tection of all of America’s
publicly owned lands, the
living life-support system
that guarantees our very

survival. Then, we must unite with allies who totally sup-
port our goal: Conservationists, labor unions, social justice
movements and others who share our vision 100%. Those
who accept compromise or celebrate your losses as victories
can join a different team. The team that will win this game
is the one that focuses on the goalpost and doesn’t quit
until it has reached that goal. 

We already know where we are: in the middle of an
ecological crisis and an economic travesty. Once we agree
where we want to be, we can debate all we like about the
best way to get there, fine-tuning our strategies as we go.
But, until we work together and set our sights on that
Forever Wild target, we’re still running in circles, while the
trees keep falling and the machines keep destroying nature.

Yes, we have already uncovered our most powerful
adversary. An adversary that we face everyday, whether we
accept it or not. And that adversary is us.

Tim Hermach, President and Founder

CCCCOOOONNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTSSSS

15 Wildfire? 
When wildfire strikes a national forest near her home, a writer learns that the
Forest Service can suspend the law and log ancient forests in the wilderness.

Like individual fingers of the same hand,
conservation groups are useless on their own.
Formed into a fist, we could become powerful.
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News and Views
Clinton: Sequoia Monument or
Earth Day Hype?
On April 15, amid much media hype, President
Clinton announced plans to create the 328,000 acre
Sequoia National Monument. Comprising about
one-third of California’s Sequoia National Forest,
the monument includes 34 groves of ancient
sequoias. There is no management plan, map or
budget, just a promise to “save” trees in a national
forest that has been razed for decades. But the Forest

Service is already making plans to cut 28 million board feet in
the monument area — four times the annual cut allowed in
the entire Sequoia National Forest. National monuments are
traditionally managed by the National Park Service, an agency
that would likely have offered more complete protection. In
addition to three years of logging, the Forest Service plans to
continue permit grazing and motorized recreation in the “pre-
served” area.

Brower Quits Sierra Club
On May 18, David Brower resigned from the Sierra Club, criti-
cizing the organization for its “burgeoning bureaucracy.”
Brower, 88, was the Sierra Club's first executive director and a
member since 1933. “As I approach 88, I need to spend some
time on putting out fires, not on creating standing rules,” said
Brower, who blamed the organization's bureaucracy for
“blocking a long list of Sierra Club actions.”

Council Launches New Website
On September 11, the Council
released its redesigned website
(www.forestcouncil.org), providing
users with easier navigation and a
wealth of new resources. The site fea-
tures easy e-mail activism for hot
issues, weekly public-lands news picks
from across the nation by Council
President Tim Hermach, and environmental-education
resources for parents and teachers.  

Clinton Backs Off?
On May 10th, The Washington Times reported
that the Clinton Administration “backed
down” from Clinton’s much-publicized
October 13 directive to “save” the nation’s
forests. According to the Times, the adminis-
tration plans to ban road-building in 43 mil-
lion acres, but would let local foresters make
decisions about logging, mining and the use of off-road vehi-
cles. Editor’s Note: This was no surprise to the Native Forest Coun-
cil. The Winter 2000 edition of Forest Voice (“Clinton’s Latest
Charade”) explained that Clinton announced the directive would
not stop the cutting by one single tree.

Hermach Speaks at Shadow Convention,
Attends Democratic Convention in L.A.
On August 16th, Forest Council President Tim Hermach spoke
at the Los Angeles Shadow Convention 2000, an event orga-
nized to parallel the Democratic National Convention and
draw attention to issues critical to America’s future that the
parties avoid. Hermach addressed the importance of public
lands protection. The Shadow Conventions parallel the
Republican and Democratic Conventions. Speakers included
Senators Russ Feingold (D-WI), John McCain (R-AZ), Governor
Gary Johnson and Rev. Jesse Jackson. Hermach also attended
the Democratic National Convention, promoting the inclu-
sion of public lands in the national debate.

Conservationists and Unlikely Allies Sue
Forest Service for Economic Waste
On May 18, a federal judge gave the green light
to a ground breaking lawsuit filed by a coalition
of environmental organizations, hunting and
fishing groups and forest-dependent businesses.
The coalition, led by Friends of the Earth and
the Forest Conservation Council, alleges
that planning documents and decisions to
cut timber on national forests are illegal
because the Forest Service has failed to con-
sider values such as tourism, recreation,
wildlife and “ecosystem services.”  Accord-
ing to John Talberth, Conservation Direc-
tor for the Forest Conservation Council, “National Forests
provide a stupendous array of goods and services simply by
existing as natural ecosystems.  The court inspected the record
of the timber sales decisions, but could not find any analysis
of all the values of standing forests.  That is the very reason we
brought this suit — because the U.S. Forest Service assumes
the value of forests is zero.” A final ruling on the case is
expected in early fall.

Native Forest
Council

The Native Forest Council is
a nonprofit organization
(donations are tax
deductible) founded by a
group of business and pro-
fessional people alarmed by
the willful destruction of
our national forests. We
believe a sound economy
and a sound environment
need not be incompatible
and that current public land
management practices are
devastating to both.

The mission of the Native
Forest Council is to provide
visionary leadership and to
assure the integrity of pub-
lic land ecosystems, with-
out compromising people
or forests.
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Often, the very
organizations

that preach the
gospel of

environmental
education are

actually
industry shills.

They have
“earthy”

names but
clandestine

roots. 

Florida’s Orange County Convention Center is big.
Big enough to hold the Sears Tower, if you laid it
on its side. So big you could walk 10 miles and

never leave the cement behemoth. The electric bill
is $325,000 per month. 

This decadent structure in Orlando seemed appropriate
for the biggest corporate carnival-like setting of the National
Science Teachers Convention, the largest gathering of educa-
tors in the nation.  More than 14,000 science teachers and
hundreds of exhibitors passed out armloads of pamphlets,
packets, books, stickers, posters and other goodies for teach-
ers.

Though there were a handful of conservation groups at
the event, those of us sitting at the Native Forest Council
booth were clearly in the minority. When I started teaching
20 years ago, I could never have imagined such a perverse
display: Industries and their front groups trying to justify
everything from deforestation to extinction of species. 

Worse yet, they were targeting America’s teachers and,
ultimately, our children. Corporate America has sunk its
claws into the last vestiges of (relatively) commercial free
space left in our society: public schools. One of the pillars of
our democracy, public education, is now for sale.

The Greening Earth Society passed out videos and
“teachers’ guides to the fallacies of global warming,”  mock-
ing environmental concerns.  Weyerhaeuser boasted of the
recovery of Mt. St. Helens, as if this geologic event somehow
justified clearcutting. The Temperate Forest Foundation
offered “The Dynamic Forest Video.” In this shrill presenta-
tion, insects and fire hurt forests, but industry provides the
needed remedies to revive the ill forests of the nation—with

the help of chainsaws. The American Farm Bureau, avowed
enemies of environmental education, propositioned teachers
to reconsider the dangers of biocides. 

They were selling lies, and teachers were buying—quick-
ly filling their bags with curricula as corrosive as the pesti-
cides that the Farm Bureau promotes. Where were the largest
environmental groups to counter this frontal assault on eco
education? Where was the outcry of the educational com-
munity? Their deafening silence was tantamount to com-
plicit resignation.

Most people consider our public schools to be hallowed
ground, where young Americans of various religions, races
and social strata collectively learn the tools of citizenship.
Yet multinationals now view our children’s schools as breed-
ing grounds for propaganda, marketplaces for debunking
environmental concerns and the tip of an unimaginably
profitable marketing iceberg. The stakes are incredibly high.

Although environmental education is becoming increas-
ingly popular (at least 31 states now require environmental
studies as a mandatory part of their curriculum), the corpo-
rate influence on curriculum is growing.  For example, the
National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), just one of
many industry-front groups working to promote corporate
interests in education, has more than 220,000 members.  Its
current $6-million campaign, “Building a Presence for
Science,” is sponsored by ExxonMobil, and will soon be
implemented in 23 states and the District of Columbia,
reaching more than 36 million students in 73,000 schools.
The program invites the very industries that pollute our
planet to help teachers develop curricula.  The NSTA is cur-
rently complementing this campaign by introducing three
bills in Congress that will create a “working group” to estab-
lish these national curriculum standards.  Of the 16 people
who will be appointed to this working group, seven will be
directly tied to private industry, whereas no direct represen-
tation of environmental concerns will be included.

Education about the environment is being assaulted on
two fronts. First, multi-national corporations are
designing and distributing “environmental” curricula

that are professionally produced, easy to use, often free and
totally biased toward industry perspectives. Second, some of
the most prominent right-wing think tanks in America are
mounting a well-funded attack on genuine environmental
education. Their objective is simple: protect industries that
despoil the planet and defuse any potentially damaging
influence of citizen awareness.

Who’s Teaching
Our Children?

How corporate  polluters 
provide  most  of  the  
“environmental”  education
in America’s  schools

bbyy JJoohhnn BBoorroowwsskkii,
a science teacher at North Salem
High School in Salem, Oregon

Backlash Against Education
What little genuine environmental education is available is under attack, often
from industry front groups posing as grassroots citizens’ organizations. We
call them Astroturf organizations (because they pretend to be green, but are
really artificial), and they’re easy to spot: just follow the money.

�� In Meridian, Ohio, the schoolboard has adopted guidelines that
“Discussion should not reflect negative attitudes against business 
or industry.”

��The Lorax, by Doctor Seuss has been banned in several school
districts.

��One Texas group has protested capitalizing the word “Earth” in 
textbooks.  

��The Alabama Family Alliance produced a book entitled Facts, Not 
Fear, a guide for fighting environmental education. The book claims 
that environmental education portrays humans as evil, that nature — 
as well as industry — pollutes the earth, and that the environment 
has actually improved during the past few decades. 

Astroturf groups associated with “Facts, Not Fear”:

American Enterprise Institute (reviewed chapters):
Backed by ARCO, Chevron, GE and drug companies.

Hoover Institute (reviewed chapters):
Backed by Ford, GM, Coors and Procter & Gamble.

Competitive Enterprise Institute (involved in publication):
Backed by American Petroleum Institute, Dow 
Chemical, GM, Philip Morris and Texaco.

Alliance for America (distributes copies)
Backed by mining, oil, logging, gas industries.
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The spectrum of curricula is breathtaking and their
shamelessness is overt. The American Nuclear Society pro-
vides “Let’s Color and Do Activities With The Atoms
Family.” Materials I received from Exxon portray the Prince
William Sound cleanup as a victory of technology, glossing
over the cause of the disaster: the Exxon Valdez. But the
most brazen campaign of miseducation is carried out by the
timber industry.

Big timber spends millions on its thinly veiled national
PR campaigns, touting them as educational programs
(which, of course, they generously “donate” to public
schools). They offer hikes, presentations, workshops for
teachers and even camps for kids. They distribute books,
posters, videos, lesson plans and other materials. Through
the looking glass of big timber, they are the stewards — even
saviors — of the forest, old growth forests become decadent
“biological deserts” that need to be clearcut to survive and
forests require management (by industry, of course), to
thrive. Old growth forests are “void of wildlife” (so says the
retired president of Willamette Industries). A timber compa-
ny in my own community offers a hike in a small section of
their forest. One activity resonates strongly with the kids,
and can shrewdly confuse the most earnest educator. The
activity begins when the largest child in the group plays the
“big tree.” The other children stand close to the “big tree”
and crowd it. 

“Choose three words that describe how you, the little
trees, feel when you have more space to stretch out your
branches,” the guide asks. “Where can trees grow best:
where they are all crowded together or where they are more
spread out?” Then all the “little trees” scatter out, providing
more space. 

An accompanying workbook asks, “What is the ‘C’
word?” I think they mean “clearcut.” I say it’s “con job.” 

One logging industry website (www.forestinfo.org/ecol-
inks/education.htm) outlines big timber’s cynical strategy:
By the school year 2003/2004 forty percent of the U.S. public
school teachers will retire or otherwise leave the profession. If
business wants the support of the public, it has to help the pub-
lic understand and participate in public education.

Often, the very organizations that preach the gospel of
environmental education are actually industry shills.
They have “earthy” names but clandestine roots. The

American Forest Foundation has a list of  co-sponsors, coop-
erators and partners that  includes some of the most egre-
gious despoilers of our forests: Sierra Pacific, friend of
clearcuts in California, and Pacific Lumber, pillagers of the
redwoods, not to mention MacMillian Bloedel, Willamette
Industries and Boise Cascade. But the real story is found in
one of AFF’s “core programs,” called Project Learning Tree. I
first encountered PLT in the summer of 1995.

Asked to lead a tour of PLT-award winning teachers
through Opal Creek in the Willamette National Forest, I
arrived early at our meeting place by the clear waters of the
Santiam River. Opal Creek, perhaps the most pristine intact
low elevation forest in the  Pacific Northwest, with its giant
ancient trees, provided the backdrop on this sun filled day.
Ironically, Opal Creek has been preserved thanks to the
efforts of the very activists that organizations like PLT
oppose.

I knew nothing about PLT, but the chance to hike and
discuss old growth ecosystems with teachers from across the
world was exciting. Kathy McGlauflin, vice president of PLT,
accompanied us on our sojourn. We walked two miles along
some of Opal Creek’s most spectacular scenery. Much to my
surprise, Ms. McGlauflin spoke more like a timber booster
than an environmental education expert. In response to

every point I made about the destruction of our national
forests, Ms. McGlauflin would reveal her true colors. It
seemed inconceivable that a representative of this organiza-
tion could be so misinformed and plain wrong with critical
data. 

I explained that native forests have been overcut and
replanted, creating one-species tree farms instead of forest
ecosystems. She said this was based on my personal opinion,
not facts.

Most memorable was her claim that “apple orchards
could be considered forest ecosystems.”

I later found out that PLT is an industry front group,
backed by timber dollars. The organization’s website and
printed materials look like something produced by an envi-
ronmental group. They boast a “network of 3,000 grassroots
volunteers and over 100 state coordinators.” But this grass-
roots veneer is a shrewd greenwash. And, unfortunately, it’s
working.

Formed in 1970 when “the forest products industry rec-
ognized the need for a balanced program for the nation’s
schools,” PLT works to promote paper products, logging and
industrial “management” of our nation’s forests. PLT offers
“environmental” education to students from pre-kinder-
garten to twelfth grade. It claims to have reached more than
500,000 educators and 25 million students. 

PLT’s “educational” materials are damning enough. But,
as the saying goes, if you want the truth, follow the money.

What i learned in school today...
A few of the worst “environmental” lessons distributed
to teachers by corporations.

��Exxon spent $1.6 million to produce The Energy Cube, a package of lab
experiments, texts and a video that asks students to make “responsible”
energy choices. The program describes gasoline as solar power, fails to
discuss the connection between petroleum and pollution, and tells
them offshore oil drilling is good for fishing.

��A report in the New York Times (4/26/98) exposed a secret multi-
million dollar boondogle orchestrated by the oil industry:
“Educational” kits created to convince kids that global warming is
not happening.

��Chevron, a member of the Global Climate Coalition (an industry front
group that pays scientists to debunk global warming) discusses global warm-
ing in its Ecospeak series for students. After spinning the information to suit
its needs, Ecospeak claims that nobody knows what the impact will be or
what we should do about global warming (if anything). Rather than address
what Chevron, one of the world’s single largest contributors to climate
change, can do, the series concludes with everyday things for kids to do.
Their solution to global warming? Rather than work for real change, kids
should use energy-saving light bulbs, ride their bicycles and recycle.

�� In Let’s Talk About Clearcutting, a coloring book distributed by the
Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry (funded by taxpayer dollars), young children
are told that some people don’t like clearcuts simply because they “look
bad.” The book goes on to claim that clearcutting actually helps forests.

��Project Learning Tree, an organization backed by the logging industry’s
American Forest Foundation, uses sophisticated techniques in mass psycholo-
gy and public relations to present itself as eco-friendly. By targetting both
students and teachers, PLT is an effective PR machine for the timber industry.

�� In a video distributed to schools by Mobil (at no cost, of course), kids
learn that plastics are ideal to produce, recycle, burn and dump in landfills.

Corporate
America has

sunk its teeth
into one of the
last vestiges of

(relatively)
commercial-

free space left
in our society:
public schools.
Public educa-

tion is now for
sale.

Opposite: The massive Orange County, FL. Convention Center.  Left: The
Project Learning Tree booth, a front-group for the logging industry.  Center:
The Institute for Chemical Education provides information favorable to the
petrochemical industry.  Right: Spokespeople proclaim the joys of plastics.

Booths set up by corporations and industry front groups out-
numbered true environmental education presentations twen-
ty-to-one in an attempt to spread corporate science through-
out our nation’s public schools.

Corporate Charlatans
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The industries that bankroll PLT include some of the
nation’s most corrupt logging companies.

Surreptitious public relations campaigns, deceptive
advertising and undue media influence have been around as
long as corporations themselves — even longer. But the bat-
tle today (much like the battle against Big Tobacco) is for the
hearts and minds of our children, their health, their collec-
tive futures.

Will we turn over our public learning centers to
those who see our children as pawns in the game
of quarterly profits? We are facing the prospect of

creating a generation of apathetic and jaded young adults,
with little interest in social or political issues, believing that
corporate technology will save the day and activism is for
someone else. What are the solutions?

First, the environmental community must call corporate
America on its sham. I can’t imagine, for example, why the
North American Association of Environmental Education
(the largest environmental eucation group in the world) has
endorsed Project Learning Tree. We must refuse to make
“alliances” with those who try to manipulate our children
and remove corporate polluters from their board of direc-
tors. We must take a stand and work for what is right, not
what is politically feasible.

At a recent conference, an environmental education
activist told me that we need to be more centrist in our
approach to solving this problem. But I can’t take the mid-
dle of the road on this one. My children are not salable prop-
erty. Would good parents compromise on the welfare of their
child? Industry isn’t centrist, but we environmentalists try to
avoid conflict. And that is why we lose.  As long-time forest
activist Mike Donnelly often says, “We have compromised
this baby so many times, we are down to the toenails.”

The frontline warriors in this winnable war must be the
parents. They must demand that any curricula provided by
corporate sources be reviewed, just like the textbook adop-
tion processes. They must challenge their local boards of
education to keep their local schools commercial-free. They
must ask their children to share the materials they receive at
school. Corporate predators in education are no different
than those who peddle tobacco to our children. They must
bear the scorn of society and be stopped in their tracks.

Most importantly, we must highlight the wonders of
true environmental education. There are thousands of excel-
lent teachers enlightening their students every day. They
need funding, and it is incumbent upon society to see that
schools don’t have to go begging to industry.

And teachers must begin to comprehend what I call the
“teachable moment”: that  indelible moment when data and
caring and insight all merge as one, representing all that is
good about ecological sciences in public schools. This
moment does not require a slick video, fancy equipment or
corporate funding. Just students and teachers, exploring the
natural world.

From discussing A Sand County Almanac in the classroom,
to hiking in the giant cedars of Opal Creek; From identifying
invertebrates in our majestic tidal pools to exploring Mell
Creek on our campus, I’ve seen children connect to their
world. This year alone, I’ve watched over two dozen seniors
choose environmental topics for their senior projects. Three
boys are examining the breaching of  the Snake River dams.
Another young man is painting a mural on our school.
Education emboldens young citizens to commit their
accrued knowledge to action.

Children care, and they expect us as adults to lead, to
represent their best interests, to protect them from exploita-
tive commercial influences. To make America safe for child-
hood again is a battle worth fighting.

For more information on environmental education, please visit
our website: www.forestcouncil.org. 

What can you do?
Seeing what passes for environmental education is enough to frustrate
any parent or community member. However, you can influence teachers,
school boards and local officials. Many simply do not realize that the
materials they use to teach students about the earth may have been pro-
duced by the very corporations that are destroying it.

Parents:
✔ Pay attention to the materials your children bring home. Find out who
produced them.

✔ Work with your kids, to find out the sources of their environmental
curriculum and ask them how these sources might influence the accuracy of
the information. Learning to question information, consider sources, and
research differing viewpoints is an important lesson in life.

✔ Ask teachers to consider the sources of their environmental curricu-
lum, and explain why this is important. Many teachers simply do not know
that seemingly “green” organizations are often industry front groups. Offer
to provide alternatives (contact the Council for more information).

Teachers:

✔ Invite students to participate. Students — especially teenagers — love
to question what they’ve been told. Invite them to compare and contrast dif-
ferent information on environmental topics. 

✔ Focus on incentives and credibility. What would the source have to
gain by distributing misleading information? What are the qualifications of
the source providing the information?

Everyone:

✔ Contact corporations producing misleading materials and express your
concern — as a parent and a potential consumer.

✔ Contact school boards, superintendents, principals and science teachers
(even if you’re not a parent) and ask them to carefully scrutinize environ-
mental science materials.

✔ Foster a fascination with nature. Consider the
age of the child before discussing these issues. Topics
such as global warming, deforestation and extinction
are complex, potentially-frightening and beyond the
grasp of young children. Foster their natural fascina-
tion with nature by teaching them to notice and
respect the world around them. Emphasize what our
natural resources provide (clean air, water and soil,
medicines and seeds for the foods we eat).

good guys
Great references and resources for parents and teachers
involved with environmental education.

��Living in the Environment, by G. Tyler Miller: The opti-
mal “go to” book for lesson plans, organizational ideas,
includes steps and solutions for each unit.  Packed with
enlightening charts, graphs, and other visual aids. 

��State of the World (series), by World Watch Institute:
An indispensible classroom reference, this series and
other pamphlets (Worldwatch Papers) are the most wide-
ly accepted source of environmental data, and are well
organized and footnoted.

� The Native Forest Council, www.forestcouncil.org:
Our new website is home to a wide array of resources to
aid teachers in preparing and presenting quality environ-
mental education.  Lesson plans, book reviews, and a
wealth of links to environmental organizations and infor-
mation are available.

Most important, we must highlight the
wonders of true environmental education.
There are thousands of wonderful teachers

enlightening their students every day.
They need funding, and it is incumbent

upon society to see that schools and teach-
ers don’t have to go begging to industry.

Native Forest Council’s booth at the National Science
Teachers Convention was a lone voice for the forests in a
sea of corporate greenwash. From left to right: Council
Regional Rep. Wayne Norton, Regional Rep. Robin Smith,
member John Borowski (teacher and author) and President
Tim Hermach.

Telling the Truth



Deckman Joins
Council Board

As always, Larry Deckman is exuberant. Before he even
sits down, he shows me his new book, The Diversity of
Life by Edward O. Wilson. “You have to read this,” he

says. I can tell he’s not dropping names. He genuinely wants
me to read this book. And several dozen others. 

We order lunch, then I start my questions.
Deckman moved to Oregon from Los Angeles at the age of

17, later married a school teacher and now practices what he
calls preventative law: contracts, wills and trusts. “Much of the
court system today is lawyers butting heads at the expense of
their clients,” he says, “so I practice non-advocacy law.”

Then he takes over the interview.
“Let me make this easy for you,” he says, “Law is just one

of the windows I look through. And a house has many win-
dows.” 

“OK,” I say, “So what’s one of the other windows?”
“I invented this.” He pulls out The Star Finder: two plastic

discs that spin around each other, showing the constellations
throughout the year. “It glows in the dark.” 

An avid astronomer and inventor, Deckman has created
games, posters and voluminous notebooks filled with what he
calls “schemes.” And he has many new ideas for the Council.

At the Council’s March board meeting, Deckman was
invited to join the board of directors. After accepting the offer,
he quoted conservative George Will, who criticized environ-
mentalists for being so negative. “We're always against some-
thing,” Deckman told the board “It's time we were for
something.”

This unique way of seeing things — the ability to see
through uncommon windows and gain new insight — seems
to come naturally to Deckman. Like the way stargazing first
sparked his interest in environmental issues. “The sky was bet-
ter 25 years ago,” he says, “and if you can’t see the stars, then
something is in the way.” 

Deckman first joined the Council after meeting Tim Her-
mach, who told him about the subsidized destruction of our
national forests. “I'm a true conservative,” says Deckman, “I
don't want to see financial mismanagement. How can the For-
est Service lose money cutting down trees? It’s nothing radical
to stop logging on national forests.”

Other windows? Deckman enjoys golfing. He serves as
treasurer of the local library board. He loves to hike the Adiron-
dacks. And there’s always something to read. 

“I'm reading 40 books right now,” he says.
After lunch, we browse in a nearby bookstore. “That's one

of mine,” Deckman says, pointing to an astronomy poster. He
persuades me to buy a pack of book darts: thin copper page
markers that slide onto the page. They’re one of his favorite
inventions.  “Forty books,” he says, “I'm not kidding. I have to
keep my place.”

1999 in Review
by Ed Dorsch

Larry Deckman

Annual
Report
Annual  
Report

The last year of the new millenium marked the first year of Native Forest Council’s new campaign: Forever Wild. And
we’ve hit the ground running. After more than a decade of fighting destructive logging on America’s publicly-owned
lands (and learning about the other threats to these precious national resources), we’ve expanded our mission to

address mining, grazing, drilling and motorized “wreckreation” that threatens our national forests and parks, BLM lands
and wildlife preserves. As we did with Zero Cut, we’re starting with education and coalition building. By teaching U.S. cit-
izens about the costly destruction of their public lands, we can begin to turn the tide. At the same time, we’ve been work-
ing to further Zero Cut and create new (and often unlikely) alliances. In this four-page annual report insert, we bring you
up-to-date on what we’ve accomplished during the past year and what lies ahead for the Council. And we’d like the oppor-
tunity to show our appreciation to our most important ally: you. Thanks to the support members like you, we’re wrapping
up a successful 2000, as well. 

NATIVE
FOREST
COUNCIL

1999

I’m a true
conservative. I
don't want to
see financial
mismanage-
ment. How

can the Forest
Service lose

money cutting
down trees?
It's nothing

radical to stop
logging on
national
forests.”

-Larry Deckman,
newest Forest

information and earlier notification about land exchanges
to environmental groups. President Tim Hermach and
forester Roy Keene surveyed an exchange in the Snoqualmie
National Forest with Jack Craven, top Forest Service official
in charge of land exchanges and Paul Tittman, the chief
land appraiser, showing them what the public had lost to
timber corporations. 

multimedia
presentation, created by Robin Smith, a former EPA scientist
and national park ranger working for the Council. Smith is
continuing to educate communities and garner new mem-
bers across the Midwest.

asserting that the Clinton Forest Plan has failed to protect
endangered species and a challenge to federal agencies'
management of publicly owned lands on the basis of eco-
nomics and their mandate to manage lands for the “highest
and best use.”

Coordinated flooding
the Forest Service with demands that Clinton's roadless plan
include protection of all national forests, not just a few road-
less areas.

Attended the largest gathering of science teachers in the

nation to
environmental education, inform teachers and provide
alternative information for schools across America. 

the Native Forest

Council as a leading cause for the second time.

Media Work:  produce
its extensive series on corporate welfare and gave it the latest
information about land exchanges and anti-environmental
riders, provided maps of America's shrinking forests to NBC
Nightly News, gave the The Washington Post the scoop on
Clinton's roadless directive and helped them tell the truth
behind his political charade.

Using our media contacts, helped the 
for the Environment, and others, dis-

tribute press releases.

Updated our an
e-mail list of thousands who depend on our daily updates,
news digest and action alerts.

Distributed our newspaper, to
thousands of readers nationwide.

with the United Steelworkers
Union, broadening our support network.

Negotiated an agreement with the
Forest Service to provide more

Launched our Forever Wild

Developed and participated in
lawsuits against the Forest Service

letters from members

fight corporate influence on 

Working Assets chose 

Helped Time Magazine

Religious 

the Forest Voice

Built alliances

rapid response network

A successful year...

This spring, attorney Larry Deck-
man joined the Council’s board
of directors. Offering legal exper-
tise, a passion for nature and a
different view on just about
everything else, Deckman is a
welcome asset to our team.

—Editor Ed Dorsch

Campaign
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Yes Electric
S. Jenika 
Jennifer Jenkins 
William Jenkins 
Anne Jennings 
Lisa Jensen 
Miguel & Cheryl 

Jimenez 
Darryl & Sarah 

Joannides 
Art & Anita 

Johnson 
Brad & Julie 

Johnson 
Jane Johnson 
Thomas Johnson 
Judy Johnson 
Marilyn Johnson 
Mark & Susan 

Johnson 
Rebecca Johnson 
Robert Johnson  &

Karen Boelling
Ronald Johnson &

Catherine 
Jensen 

Sean Johnson 
Yvonne Johnson 
Marvin & Peggy 

Jones 
Robert & Sharon 

Jones 
Timothy Jones &

Sandra Jones 
John Jonik 
Honor Jorgenson 
Martine Joseph 
James Joyce &

Vicky Davies
Kenneth Juhasz 
Justice & 

Peace Network
David & Ann 

Kafoury 
Jennifer Kahn 
Susan & James 

Kahut 
Liz Kaiser 
Karl & Samantha 

Kaiser 
Thomas & 

Daniela Kaiser 
Ed Kalman 
John & Dolores 

Kalman 
Stephen & Teresa 

Kamyszek 
Susan Kannan 
Ales Kantor 
John & Diane 

Karpinski 
Susan Kaufman 
Brian & Marie 

Kautz 
Aileen & Roger 

Kaye 
Jack & Sandra 

Kayser 
Andrew Kaza 
Mark Keating &

Barbie Lynch
Juliana Keiser 
David Kell 
Pamela Kellish 
Patricia Kellogg 
David & 

Magdalena 
Kelly 

Geoffrey Kelly 
Mary Catherine 

Kelly 
Robert & Andrea 

Kelly 
Robert & Nicole 

Kelly 
Robert W. Kelly 
Steve Kelly 
Carol Kempfer 
Steven Kennedy 
Kim & John 

Keoppen 
Barry Kepner 
Bernard & Susan 

Kerosky 
Charles Kerr & 

Gudrun Rice
Chelsea 

Kesselheim 
Jon & Jeri Kessler 
Stephen Kevan 
J. Kiggins 
Jeffrey & Carol 

Kilmer 
Charles& Reida 

Kimmel 
Philip Kindschuh 
Nancy King 
Jo Ann Kingston 
Friedhelm & 

Sarah Kirchfeld 
Elsie Kirk 
Phyllis Kirk 
Darrell & 

Genevieve 
Kirk-Young 

Dolores & 
William Kirkland

Mary Kirsling  &
Dora Alexander

Thank You.
Thanks to your support, we’re continuing to lead the
fight for your publicly owned lands. 



Gary McNeil 
Alice & Ed 

McPike 
Karen McSpadden 
Marilyn 

McWilliams 
Michelle   

McAllister 
Thomas 

McCaskey 
Jennifer Mead 
Gary & Pamela 

Medley 
Roger Meehan 
Todd Melgreen 
Ted & Laura 

Merriam 
Elizabeth Merritt 
Michael 

Meshenuk 
Rob Messick 
Charles & Lucy 

Metcalf 
David Metz 
Fritz & Joanne 

Meyer 
Tom Meyers 
Microsoft
James Middaugh 

& Anna 
Goldrich

Connie & Jennifer
Miller 

Diane & Steve 
Miller 

George & Teresa 
Miller 

Tim Miller 
Susan Millhauser 
Linda Milner 
Mary Minamoto 
Sue 

Minton-Edison
Ira Mintz &

Nancy Mintz 
David & Katheryn 

Misetich 
Alan & Lynn 

Mitchell 
Joe Mitchell 
Thomas & Miriam 

Mitchell 
Dorothy & Russell 

Montgomery 
Judith Moomaw 
Keith & Jennifer 

Moon 
Sarah Moon 
Karin Moor 
Kathleen Moore 
Patti Moore 
LaRue Moorhouse 
Don Morris 
Jim Morris -

Environmental
T-Shirts

Hugh & Jenny 
Morrison 

David & Amelia 
Morse 

James & Pamela 
Morton 

John & Ruth 
Morton 

Vicki & Anthony 
Morton 

Robin Moser 
Paul Moss 
Candance &

Michael Mueller 
Bernice & Charles 

Muller
Jim Murdoch 
Sarah Murdock 
Betty Murphy 
Mark & Anna

Murphy 
Stanley & Ethyl 

Murphy 
Mary Murray-

Maloney 
Steven & Lynn 

Musaelus 
The Bill Muster

Foundation
Erin Myers 
Joseph & Joan 

Myers 
Linda & Steven 

Myers 
Jeanie Mykland 
Dave Nally 
Ed Nanas 
Agnes Narciso 
Joel & Terry 

Narva 
Charlotte Navarre 
Robert & 

Zsuzsanna Neff 
John & Diana 

Nelson 
Mark Nelson 
Richard Nelson & 

Nita Couchman
Ray Nero 
Priscilla Nesbitt 
Cheryl Nesler 
James Newlin 
John Newlin 
Newman’s Own 
Bradley & 

Catherine 
Newman 

Michael Newman 

Erin Logsdon 
Kathleen Long &

Kimberly Felipe
Melody Long 
Connie Lonsdale 
Jackie Looney 
Kurt & Jennifer 

Lootens 
Joan Lorenz 
Florence 

Lotspeich 
Nena Lovinger & 

Robert Emmons 
Paula Lowden 
Dean Lukowicz 
Benjamin 

Lundberg 
Robert Lundberg  

& Linda
Toenniessen

Charles Lusco &
Jane Schneider

William Lynch 
Lana Lyons 
Douglas MacLeod 
Danny Macdonald 
Charlotte Madrid 
Keiichi Mae 
Rich Magdelain 
Mark Magee 
Charles & 

Margaret Maggio 
Janet Magoon 
Linda Makohon 
Donna Malone 
Joan Maloof 
William & 

Kathleen Mandis 
James & Sarah 

Mangham 
Brandt Mannchen 
Tom Manning 
Bjoern Mannsfeld 
Johnathan 

Margolin 
Kim Markegard 
Gerald Markel 
Adrianne Martin 
Ami Martin 
Deby Martin 
Jonathan Martin 
Scott & Christina 

Martin 
Stephan Marxer
Russell Marz 
Philip Mascher 
Lori Mason 
Candace Mast 
Donald & Barbara 

Matheson 
Elizabeth & Jack 

Matson 
Christopher & 

Virginia Mattern 
Chris Matthews 
Elizabeth 

Matthews 
Karen Maxson 
Ralph Maxwell 
Isabel Mayhew 
Elizabeth Maynard 
Michelle 

Maynerick 
Larry Mayo 
Ann McAlpin 
Joan McAlpin

Charitable Trust
John McBride 
Rob McCay, Jr.
Eric & Kelley 

McClain-Dufour 
Matthew & Ana 

McClellan 
Michael & Betsy 

McClung 
Gavin McComas -

Sundance
Natural Foods

Pamela McComas 
Bayard & Evelyn 

McConnaughey 
Rebecca 

McCornack 
Mac, Fran &

Kawika McCoy 
Nancy McCusker 
Lawrence

McDaniel  & 
Barbara Yeager

Michael 
McDonald 

Margot & Gerald 
McDonnell 

Matthew 
McFarland 

Heather 
McFerrin-Dana 

Vincent 
McGovern 

Matthew & 
Debbie 

McGroarty 
Colin McInnes 
James & Aneta 

McIntyre 
Jeff McKay 
Steve McKenna 
Candace 

McKinley &
Ronald Potts

John McKown 
Ann McManamon 
John & Beth 

McManus 

James & Marilyn 
Newton 

Rhonda & Curt 
Nichols 

John & Ilse 
Nicholson 

Steve & Susan 
Nicola 

Thomas  
Niebrzydowski 

Annalise Nielson-
Gustafson 

Benjamin & Janet 
Nieves 

Jon Nigbor 
Bruce Nigg 
Linda Niksich 
William Nilsson 
Terrill Nobles 
John Noel 
Christopher Nolan 
Holly Nolan 
Kerry Nolan -

River City 
Remodeling

Jane & Dick 
Noland 

Albert Norman
Hamilton Norman 
Anne Norris 
Timothy Northrop 
Michael Norton 
Wayne Norton -

Alchua Tree 
Service

Paul & Mary Notti 
Aaron Novick 
Doug & Anne 

Nowacki 
Kim & Don Nutt 
Becky & Steven 

Nystrom 
David & Valerie 

O’Brien 
Michael & 

Suzanne 
O’Gorman 

Travis O’Guin 
Kerry O’Leary 
Kate O’Neal  &

Dan Toelkes
Amy O’Neill 
Chris O’Neill 
Kelly O’Neill 
Dennis 

O’shaughnessy 
Ned & Nancy 

Oberschmidt 
Walter & Charleen 

Oerding 
Damon & Susan 

Ogden 
Helen Oh 
Rebeca Ojala 
Kristen Olbrys 
Deborah Oleson 
Deanna Olivas 
Lyn Oliver 
Allan Olson & 

Charlotte 
Underwood

Nancy Olson &
Ann Beattie

Pat Oman 
Wendy & Chester 

Orloff 
Christopher 

Orsinger 
Marriner Orum 
Bill & Janice  

Owen 
David Owen
Kurt Owen 
Gary Oxman &

Kathyrn Menard
Alan & Lisa 

Packer 
Carl Page 
Virginia & Jack 

Paine 
Thomas Painter 
Bill Palmer 
Davis Palmer & 

Kelli Keegan 
Douglas & 

Maureen Palmer 
Wendi Palmer 
Carol Paoli
Terrence Paret 
Stephan Park 
David & Jorjan 

Parker 
Wisty Parker 
Robert Parry 
Glenn & Dorothy 

Patterson 
Robert & Carlotta 

Patterson 
Elizabeth Patton &

Richard
Leeberman

John & Teri Paul 
Peter & Rosalyn 

Paul 
Mark Pauli 
Terry & Kathleen 

Pawson 
Judith Peabody 
Anne Pearson -

Alliance for 
Sustainable 

Community
Greg Pedegana 
David & Anne 

Peel 

Raul & Sandy 
Pena 

Joy Pendergrass &
James Roehm

Michael Penk 
Joshua Perkins 
Donald Perrin 
Edwin Perry &

Deborah 
Peterson

Larinda Perry 
Muggins Peters 
Amy Peterson 
Jack Peterson 
Mrs. W.S.  

Peterson 
Michael Petticord 
Frederick Pettit 
Taj Peyton 
Marjorie Pezeshki 
Nancy Philipps 
Preston Phipps 
Kristin Pickering 
Lara Pierson 
Kate Pilacky & 

David DiTullio
Dennis Pilat 
David Pilz 
Michael 

Piotrowski 
Eric Piper 
Christine Pistor 
John & Sheri 

Pitcher 
Douglas & 

Cassandra Platz 
Richard Pointer 
Sandy Polishuk 
Keith & Nancy 

Ponce 
David & Marilyn 

Pool 
Kathleen Pool 
George & Sue 

Porter 
Barbara Potter 
Michael Powelson 
Thomas & Ann 

Powers 
Jari Preston 
Don & Dee Price 
James & Evelyn 

Prior 
Mark & Annete 

Pritchard 
Margo & Dennis 

Proksa 
Kiki Puopolo 
Karen Pyle 
John Quinn 
R.E.M.
Jeffrey Radice 
Paul & DeeAnn 

Raether 
Guy & Sandra 

Ragnetti 
Dianna Rake 
Delmar & Violet 

Rambo 
Eric Rambo & 

Noriko Okura
Will Randall -

The Sawblade
Christopher 

Randolf 
John & Marni 

Rapf 
Annie Rattaele 
Paul Rauch - 

Homeward 
Enterprises

Perry & Carol 
Rawson 

Lisa Ray 
Kevin Raymond 
Rose Reaman 
Caroline Reay 
Rhoda Reck 
Gerald 

Recktenwald 
Jane Reed 
John & Diane 

Reich 
Alex & Elizabeth 

Reid 
Steve Reiley 
Michael & 

Deborah 
Reitenour 

Delores Replogle 
Karen & Barbara 

Resotko 
Lisa Revell 
Glenn Rewiski 
David & Abigail 

Reynolds 
Marcia Reynolds 
Alison Rhea 
Dennis Rice 
Reeder Rice &

Nancy Soga
Anne Richards 
Dorothy Richards 
Roland & Claire 

Richards 
Lewis Richardson 
Randolph 

Richardson 
Joseph & Keiko 

Richter 
Rene Rickabaugh 
Francis & Nancy

Riedman 
Margaret Rielly 

Riles Riley 
Jorge Rios 
Louis &  

Jacqueline River 
Janet Rivers 
James & Jo Robb 
James & Marion 

Robbins 
Clayton Roberts 
Adina Robinson 
Greg & Karmel 

Robinson 
William & Lena 

Robinson 
Nicole Rochlin 
Andrew & 

Maryjane Rocker 
Nick & Beila 

Rodin 
Richard Rofsky 
Brenda Rogers 
Keith Rogers &

Chelsea Mohnike
Mary Rogers 
Michelle Rogers 
Philip Rogers 
Mollie Rohlena 
Amy Roise 
Daren Ronning 
Robert Ronning 
Linda Rook 
Edmond Root 
Thomas Roscetti 
Lawrence Rose 
Mary Rose 
Peter Rose 
Ingrid Rosemeyer 
Francine Rosen 
Dori Rosenblum 
Joe & Ann 

Rosevear 
Penny Ross 
Miga Rossetti 
Daniel & Katrina 

Roth 
Matthew Roth & 

Millie Rey 
Ruth Roth 
Timothy & Patti 

Rowan 
Richard Rowland 

& Elin 
Holmberg

Mark & Colleen 
Roylance 

Aleece Runge 
Mark Rupert & 

Amy Honeyman
George & Sue 

Russell 
Nancy & Charles 

Russell 
William & 

Bernice Russell 
Laura Russo 
Robin Rutherford 
Madeline Ryan 
Paul Ryerson 
Tom & Lynn 

Rymsza 
SIR Mandarin,Inc.
Carrie Sachs 
Peter & Eva Safar 
Marilyn Sage 
Juanita Salta 
Karen & Greg 

Samson 
Diana Sanchez 
Rudolph Sanchez 
Stephen & Leanne 

Sander 
Joe Sandfort & 

Sandra Moat
Mark & Julie 

Sanford 
Frances Sargent 
Clifford & 

Georgeann 
Sather 

Helen Scallon 
Lance 

Schamberger 
Ralph & Ruth 

Scharnau 
Marianne 

Scharping 
Iris Schaumburg 
Camille Scheewe 
Ed & Bonnie 

Schein 
George & Joyce 

Schelling 
George & Janet  

Schemm 
Jim & Eileen 

Schenk 
Chi & Michele 

Scherer 
Brian & Rosalyn 

Scherf 
Alan Schick 
Robert & Carol 

Schiff 
David Schlesinger 
Paige Schlupp 
Irene Schmidt &

Brian Werner
Christina Schmitt
Kathy Schnider 
Heidi & Daniel

Schor 
Ann & John 

Schreiber 
Gypsy Schrepel 

Michelle & 
Bradford 

Schroeder-
Fletcher 

Joel & Kian 
Schulman 

David & Rhonda 
Schultz 

Dona Schumacher 
Bridget Schumock 
Gabriele Schuster 
Carl 

Schwarzenberg 
Christa & Dale 

Scott 
Ed Seabloom &

Kathy Galatine
Randy Seaton 
Karen Seccombe 
Robert Segal 
Kathrine Segnitz 
Ann Selby 
Allen Sellers 
Karen & Dave 

Seman 
Walter Sensing 
Julie Serocki 
Rebecca Severeide 
Lori Shaffer 
Krystal 

Sharinghousen 
Carol & Stephen 

Sharlip 
James & Margaret 

Sharp 
Pat Sharp 
Sandy Shea 
Michael & Mary 

Sheehan 
Timothy Shelley 
Amy Shepard 
Andrew Shepard

& Kim Wilson
Lansing Shepard 
Errol & Bobbie 

Shervey 
Thomas Shiolas 
Sallie Shippen 
Saga Shoffner 
Kenneth Shults &

Kendall Kic
Kirk & Jean 

Shultz 
Alda Siebrands 
Ian Sieren 
Andrea Silvestri 
Karl Simmerling 
Eleanor Simon 
Philip Simon 
John Simone 
Chad Sipler 
Lindsay Sisk 
Skagit Valley 

Food Co-op
Mike & Marla
Skelton - 

Skelton 
Contracting

Jonathan 
Skidmore 

Michael & Anne-
Marie Slater 

John Sleavin 
Laura Sloan 
Margaret & Paul 

Sloan 
Amber Smith 
Glen & Coleen 

Smith 
James & Leyla 

Smith 
Jeremy Smith 
Justin Smith 
Michael Smith 
Robin Smith 
Scott Smith 
Tony Smith 
William Smith 
Mary Jo Smock 
Steven Smucker 
Lawrence Snell 
John Snyder 
Roy Soards &

Laurel Stocker
Blanche Sommer 
Kirsten Sommer 
Susan Sommers 
Margaret & Craig 

Sono 
Carol Soth 
Ernie Soya 
Ellen Spear 
Sureen & Roger 

Speece 
Jay Stacey 
Sue Stadler 
Myrna Stafford 
Louis Stagnitto 
Elizabeth Stahl 
Bill Stallings 
Edmund A. 

Stanley, Jr.
Elizabeth Stanton 
Jasmine & Jason 

Star 
Tammie Stark 
State Historical 

Society of 
Wisconsin

Jay Stauffer 
Dawn Stearns
Timothy Stebler 
Charlie Stein -

Injoy 
Productions

Douglas & Tina 
Steele 

William & Carol 
Steele 

Owen Steere &
Marilyn Cony

Michael Steffen 
Michael & Heesuk 

Steffen 
Robert & Judy 

Stenstrom 
Michael & 

Heather 
Stephens 

Anna Stettner 
Jamy Stevan 
Steven & Janet 

Stevens 
James & Barbara 

Steward 
Sheree Steward 
Robert Stewart 
Thomas Stibolt &

Eliz. Brenner
Vicky Stifter &

John Boonstra
Errol & Meredith 

Sowers 
Ron Stinnett 
Steven Stokes 
Denise Stone 
Eric & Chanda 

Stone 
James Stone 
Margaret Stone 
Stewart Stone 
Richard & Lee 

Stone 
Julia Stoops 
Francine 

Storzbach 
Jennifer Stout 
David Stranahan 

& Margaret
McLaughlin

Joan Strassmaier 
Sonja Straub 
Art & Cindy 

Strauss 
Marcus Straw 
David Stricker 
Rachel Strobel 
Nicolai Stromvig 
David Stroud 
Sandra & William 

Studders 
Cynthia 

Studebaker 
Maureen Sullivan 

& Edward 
Chasteney

Joseph Summerlin 
Michael Sunanda 
Michael & Rose 

Surgeon 
Frank & Frances 

Susak 
Bill & Judy 

Sutherland 
John & Shirley 

Sutton 
Kathleen Svara 
Karen Swafford 
Karma Swafford 
Karen Swan 
Gladys & John 

Swanson 
Vernon & Barbara 

Swanson 
Marion Sweeney

& Daughters
Michael & Jodi 

Sweeney 
Sean & Isabel 

Sweeney 
Timothy & 

Coleen Swihart 
Peter Taglia 
Elizabeth & H.D. 

Takeda 
Mary Tarlow 
Joel & Ruth 

Tatom 
Susan Tauck 
Deborah & 

Raymond Taylor 
Keith & Nancy 

Taylor 
Michael Taylor 
Andrew & Dody 

Teachman 
Stephanie & Chris 

Tebbutt 
Berte & Sandy 

Tepfer 
Whitney Theis 
John Thomas 
Nancy Thomas 
Sarah Thomas 
Charles 

Thompson 
David Thompson
Dorothy 

Thompson 
Julie Thompson 
Lane & Dorothy 

Thompson 
Patricia Thomsen 

& Daniel Thums 
Micah & Nicole 

Thorp 
Mr. & Mrs. Thune  
Bryan & Diane 

Thurston 

Gary & Beth 
Westbrook 

Larry & Jody   
Westerman 

Western 
Landscape

Carolann Westgate 
Hawk Weston 
Joni Wheeler Fern 
George & Jennifer 

Wheeler 
John Wheeler 
Brandi Whetstone 
Corinne White 
Deborah White 
Garv White 
Stephanie White 
Kerry Whitehead 

& Sheila Mason
Marilyn & Harvey 

Whitman 
Arnold Whitridge 
Judy Wickman
Robert Widmer 
Daria Wightman 
Jenny Wihtol 
Matthew & 

Kathryn Wilding 
John &  Carolyn 

Wiley 
Etta Wilkins-

Foster 
John Willgoss 
Ann Williams 
Anne Williams 
Darlene Williams 
Glen Williams 
Ruth Williams 
Leland 

Williamson 
John & Jean Wills 
Vincent Wilmarth 
Bill & MaryLou 

Wilson 
Brian Wilson 
Darleen Wilson 
Douglas & Baljit 

Wilson 
Gary Wilson 
Joel & Heather 

Wilson 
Bob & Joan 

Wilson 
Ryan Wilson 
Mary Winch 
Jocelin Windsor 
Lee & Janet Winer 
Judith & Michael 

Wink 
Mike Winkel 
The Sterling 

Winters
Company

Wayne Wirta &
Carolyn 

Polansky
Christie Wirth  &

James Zerfing
Jimmy 

Witherington 
George & Jane 

Withers 
Leslie Withoft 
Bernard Witkop 
Leah Witte 
Rodney & Brenda
Wojtanik 
S. Rowan Wolf 
William Wolf 
Sara Wolfowitz 
Marcia Wolly 
Tammy Wong &

Chris James
William Wood 
Jerry Woodcock 
Doug Woodhams 
Charles & 

Rebekah Woods
Medora Woods 
Cathryn Woodson 
Steve & Wiletta 

Woodson 
Joel Wooten 
Kenneth 

Worcester 
Jill Workman 
William & Kate 

Wright 
Mike & Mary Jo 

Wuest Murphy 
Dan Wylie 
Lisa Yaccino 
Steve Yates 
Joanne Yatvin 
Naomi Yospe 
Alan & Stacy Yost 
Michael Young 
Leigh Ann 

Youngblood 
Richard Zachary 
William & 

Bridget Zale 
Elisabeth Zall 
John & Deborah 

Ziemer 
Barbara Zingre 
Martin Zwick  &

Elinor Langer

Mila Tiefenbach 
Roderick & Debra 

Tirrell 
Scott & Inay Todd 
Andrew & Alycia 

Tolmach 
Greg Tomczyk 
Tonasket 

Forest 
Watch

Robert Toolson 
Tatjana Torres 
Nancy Towle 
Jean Townes 
Joe Toyoshima 
Bob Trachy 
Ron & Marleen 

Tracy 
Jean-Ellen 

Trapani 
Trillium 

Natural Grocery
Jeff Triplett 
Francis Troy
George 

Truckenmiller 
Karen Trussell 
Randy Tucker &

Mary Logan
Tom Turner 
Paul & Diane 

Tweten
Lawrence Tyler 
Mrs. Tyner Tyner 
Yvette Uber 
Malcolm Ulrich 
James Ulvestad 
Stephen & Amy 

Unfried 
Elise Urbach 
Alvin Urquhart 
Kevin Vail 
Jason Van   

Driesche 
David 

VanBrocklin 
Ralph & Carolyn 

Vanderslice 
Michelle 

Vanderveen 
Garret 

Vanderzanden 
Mary Vant Hull 
Brian Vargo 
Patricia & Donald 

Varley 
Vicki Verbrick 
Vermont School 

Law Library
Michael 

Vickerman &
Pamela 

Wiesen 
Mary Vogel 
Steve & Linda 

Vogel 
Peter von

Bleichert
Marcia 

Voronovsky 
Jean Vranesh 
Shannon Vroman 
Rachel Waalkes 
Tom Waegenbaur 
Mark Waggoner 
Bob Wagner 
Ann Waldron 
Marilyn & L.H. 

Wall 
Richard & 

Jacqueline 
Wallace 

Gale Wallach
Lawrence Wallack 

& Linda
Nettekoven

Karen Walter 
Ron Walters 
Victor Wang 
Karen Ware 
Donald Warner &

Judith Hansen
John & Monika 

Warner 
Anne Warren 
David Watkins 
Teresa Watts 
Hazel Weaver 
Scott Weaver &

Curvin 
Carbaugh

Chris & Onpavi 
Weber 

John & Rebecca 
Weber 

Richard Weber 
Kim Webster 
August Wegner 
Jeffrey Weih 
Leslie Weinstein 
Laura Weiss 
Paul Weiss &

Jessica 
Scarborough

Christian Weisser 
Theron Wells 
David & Doreen 

Welsh 
Spencer Welton 
Martin Wenks 
James Werner 
Jerri & Ronald   

Werner 
K. Wertheimer 

Kay Kitagawa 
Paul Klein 
Barry Kling 
Rona Klueh 
Bud Knapp 
Timothy Knecht 
Miriam Knight 
Claudia Knotek 
Bill Kobialka 
Roger Koch -

Riverview 
Farms

Carl & Marilyn 
Kocher 

John Koenig 
Byron & Ruth 

Konrad 
Carolyn Korski 
Belinda Koski 
Dan Kozarsky 
David Kracke 
David Kraig 
Victor Kral 
Dan & Marilyn 

Krause 
Richard & 

Deborah Kreitner 
Erik Krippner 
Ravi Kroesen 
Bob Krueger 
Bruce & Cathy 

Kuehnl 
Susan & Michael 

Kuhn 
Dileep & Lisa

Allison Kulkarni
Teresa Kulok 
Eve Kunen 
Joe & Beth 

Kurmaskie 
Michael Kurtzman 
Mary Kwart 
Beverly Labelle 
Adam Lamotte 
Donna 

Landers-Blair 
Charles Landis 
Carol Lane 
Michael Lang 
Eric & Pamela 

Lannert 
Regina Lanter 
Scott Lape & 

Theresa 
McCarthy

Bjorn Larson 
Christopher & 

Terri Larson 
Mark Larson 
Linda & Trenton 

Latshaw 
Steve Lattanzi 
Shelly Laurence 
Rachel Laws 
Paul & Eileen 

LeFort 
Samantha LeVine 
Cary Leach 
Naideen Leavens 
Stephen 

Leboutillier 
Eugene Lebwohl 
Mary Leck 
Brian Lee 
Greg Leedy 
Helen Lees 
Gary & Karen 

Leese 
Christopher & 

Tawnisha 
Leiferman 

Gail Lemon 
Adell Lenart 
Robert Lenobel 
Nancy Leritz 
Rebecca Lester 
Janice Levi 
Elinor Levin 
David Levine &

Kathyrn Yule
Henry Levine 
Michael & Lynne 

Levine 
Beverly & 

Lucinda Lewis 
Claudia Lewis 
Diane Lewis 
Donald & Dawn 

Lewis 
Marcia Lewis 
Andrew Lindberg 
Darius Lindell 
Jean Lindgren 
Marjorie Lindsay 
David Line 
Julia Ling 
Todd Link 
Marilyn Lipko 
Joann Lippert 
Jane Lisle 
Cydney Little 
Angela Liu 
Lisa & Stephen 

Liu 
Colette Livermore 
Tracy Livermore 
Douglas Lloyd
John & Janet 

Lloyd 
Cliff Lobaugh
Milk House
Alan Locklear &

Marie Valleroy
James Lodwick 
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When Gwen Marshall presented Congressman Yates,
then Chairman of Interior Appropriations, with a
handwritten note and some homemade brownies,

he thought she was trying to just sneak in some lobbying time. 
“It was strange. Here was this woman giving a Congress-

man a plate of brownies,” says Marshall, “he became very,
well, Congressional.” Until he realized that she was genuinely
trying to thank him for his hard work on behalf of the forest in
his bill. 

Thanking a Congressman with brownies might be unusu-
al on Capitol Hill, but it’s not unusual for Marshall. A member
of the Native Forest Council since 1992, this substitute high
school teacher is as comfortable testifying before Congression-
al committees as she is teaching a class of high school stu-
dents. A fifth-generation Cincinatti resident, Marshall  travels
to Washington D.C. several times a year to lobby Congress on
conservation and other issues.

Her secret? Be real. 
“Most lobbyists tell leaders what they want to hear. That’s

their biggest mistake,” says Marshall. “I don’t go in and say I’m
so-and-so with such-and-such, I just say, I’m from Cincinatti,
and here’s what’s going on. And you have to stay on it.” It’s a
strategy that has made her a Washington insider and gained
her access to the inaccessible. 

But lobbying doesn’t end in the committee meeting room,
says Marshall. “Testimony is five minutes. What you then
have to do is take your testimony out to the public.” She dis-
tributes written comments and carries a notebook with pho-
tographs and other materials related to the topic of the day.

Marshall participates in other political activities as well.
During the recent WTO protests, she went to Seattle to do
whatever she could to help. She even folded papers and picked
trash when it was needed. Most recently, she was the top sig-

nature gatherer in Ohio to put Ralph Nader
on the presidential ballot in that state. She
also encourages her students to lobby Con-
gress.

Marshall first became interested in the
Native Forest Council when she saw Presi-
dent Tim hermach speak at the Heartwood
Forest Council in May of 1991, and then
spoke with him. 

A year later, she called Tim on the phone
to discuss a disagreement on a key forest strategy. 

“I kept hammering on him,” she says. Her strong will
made her a good match for the Council, and  she respected
Tim’s straightgforward approach  as well. 

“Tim is strong-willed, and I like him. He has a basic agen-
da and he sticks with it. Even if we disagree on some of the
ways to get there, we want the same results. He means what he
says and he tries very hard. He’s stayed with his goal all along
the way.”

That goal is an end to the destruction of all publicly
owned land — a goal Marshall shares. 

Many of the beltway environmental groups become inef-
fective because they have become dependent on money from
corporate foundations. “They seem to spend a lot of time find-
ing reasons for why they can’t do something. I say: Just do it!” 

After campaigning for Nader and the Green Party, Mar-
shall plans to continue her efforts to convince Congress to
protect publicly owned lands. She is also working to end the
government subsidies that make unrecycled paper cheaper
than more sustainable raw materials, and hurt industries that
are working to bring ecologically sound products to consumers
who want them. 

1999 Financial Report

A year of growing.    
Thanks to members
like you.

Funding Sources

Expenses
Administration: 4%

Fund Raising: 14%

Programs: 82%

Grants: 36%

Other: 5%

Membership: 15%

Contributions: 44%

Thanks to members like you, Native Forest
Council expanded its operations efficiently
and sensibly in 1999. WIth only four percent
of our expenditures earmarked toward admin-
istration, and just 14% for fund raising, we
were able to allocate the 82% of our income
to programs and expand our membership.

By freeing up the lion’s share of our
resources for education, litigation and grass-
roots organizing, we made the most of contri-
butions from members and foundations.
Organizing national campaigns and litigation
from a central hub, our Oregon office, made
production and networking efficient, while a
nationwide web of regional representatives
and volunteers distributed materials and
implemented programs. Professional volun-
teers and skilled interns help us produce top
notch materials with minimal cost.

As a true citizens’ organization, the Coun-
cil receives most of its income from individu-
als, rather than grants. And we hope to
continue this increase in membership support.
Because of our uncompromised commitment
to protecting public lands and our nonparti-
san approach, the Council must rely on foun-
dations that don’t pander to corporations. We
are grateful for the support we’ve received
from a limited number of foundations, and we
are focusing on continued expansion of our
membership base. The trend of membership
growth that began in 1999 is continuing well
into 2000, reflecting our 14% investment in
fund raising — an investment that will reap
high returns in the future.

Gwen Marshall

Native Forest Council
Member Gwen Marshall

Gwen Marshall
is as comfortable
testifying before

Congressional
Committees as

she is teaching a
class of high

school students.



Federal timber now accounts for less than 10 percent of all
wood logged in the Pacific Northwest and less than 0.2 percent
of total employment in the region affected in the Northwest
Forest Plan. In other words, federal logging is increasingly diffi-
cult to justify here, particularly when jobs can be created
reversing the damage caused by decades of logging.

The forest plan has been a floundering hotcake since Judge
William Dwyer halted timber sales west of the Cascade crest a
few years ago. Dwyer ruled that the government violated the
forest plan’s “clear, plain and unmistakable” requirement to
conduct wildlife surveys prior to logging old forests.

In response, the Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service recently proposed dramatic changes to the forest plan.

Those changes would open the doors to widespread logging of
unprotected old-growth forests on public land.

Earlier this month, Congressman David Wu (D-OR) co-
wrote a letter to George Frampton, chairman of President Bill
Clinton’s Council of Environmental Quality. The letter, signed
by 11 other Northwest members of Congress, asked that the
government consider another option to merely consider end-
ing old-growth logging on public lands affected by the North-
west Forest Plan.

Public opinion polls continuously show that most Ameri-
cans think logging the last remaining ancient forests on public
land is unacceptable.

Leading corporations, including Home Depot and Kinkos,
have pledged to stop using old-growth wood in company prod-
ucts. 

When will the managers of our public land get on board?
Supposedly, that land belongs to you and me.
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This Land is Your Land

By Brian Back

An altruistic, national pride resonates in those bygone
words. Guthrie, we can assume, was musing about pub-
lic land. Sixty years later, the logging of public lands

managed by the U.S. Forest Service is an enterprise that loses
about $1.2 billion annually. Thank goodness the Forest Service
doesn’t have to answer to shareholders. But shouldn’t it answer
to taxpayers like “you and me”?

According to the balance sheets, the clear-cut ranges in
national forests represent economic dysfunctionalism. A report
released last week by both the Forest Conservation Council
and Forest Guardians outlines the federal timber program’s
financial feasibility. The Economic Case Against National For-
est Logging argues that national forest lands can be far more
valuable to rural communities when left standing.

While the Forest Service’s logging program
places it $1.2 billion in the red each year,
accounting methods do not include the costs
of cleaning up logging sediment in rivers, the
costs of protecting hordes of dwindling
wildlife species, or the losses to businesses sup-
porting recreation and tourism. In recent
years, recreation in the 191-million-acre
national forest system has become a booming
enterprise.

Sometimes, it is difficult to break down
systems in place, even when those systems are
doing more harm than good. In corporate cir-
cles, solving such problems is often referred to
as “thinking outside of the box.”

The following are the report’s major find-
ings, which dare to do just that: Recreation,
hunting and fishing in national forests con-
tribute at least $111 billion to the gross domes-
tic product and generate nearly 3 million jobs
each year. These uses, which gather more
demand every year, contribute 32 times more
value to the GDP and 38.1 times more jobs than the federal
timber program.

Lost recreational opportunities and scenery, increased
water filtration costs, wildfire, death, injury and property dam-
age are among many externalized costs of logging not calculat-
ed by the Forest Service when it reports to the U.S. Congress.

National forests provide habitat for tens of thousands of
wild pollinators, which contribute $4 to $7 billion to the U.S.
agricultural economy each year.

National forests supply over 530 million acre-feet of clean
water each year to municipalities, businesses and rural resi-
dents. The value of this water for consumptive purposes alone
is estimated at $3.7 billion per year. In addition, national
forests sequester over 53 million metric tons of carbon from
the atmosphere each year, a function valued at about $3.4 bil-
lion per year.

This land is your land,
this land is my land.
From California to the New York Island,
From the Redwood Forest,
to the Gulf Stream waters,
This land was made for you and me.

–Woody Guthrie, 1940

Right: The snow-covered
clearcuts of the Coeur d’A-

lene National Forest,
Idaho, in 1997.
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The Forest
Service doesn’t

have to
answer to

shareholders.
But shouldn’t
it answer to

taxpayers like
“you and

me”?

Logging operations in the Eagle Cap range, eastern Oregon.

Act Now! Contact the
Native Forest Council:
www.forestcouncil.org
or Brian J. Back at:
bback@amcity.com;
phone: 503.219-3419.
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The fall thunderstorms of northern California brought
wildfire to the mountain above our house last year.
Here in the steep mountains of the Klamath Knot, fire

returns to the forest every ten to fifty years, typically clear-
ing the underbrush but not killing the trees. Along with the
fire, I witnessed firsthand the damage firefighting can cause.

Nationwide, firefighting on public lands costs taxpayers
hundreds of millions of dollars per year. Forest Service offi-
cials admit publicly that because pressure “to do something”
is so great, much of the time they spend money on expen-
sive tactics that they know will not help to put the fire out.
Legal loopholes currently allow timber corporations to log
the public’s endangered ancient forests following a fire. This
practice continues despite scientific evidence that logging
after a fire disturbs the rebirth of vegetation and other nat-

ural forest cycles. The
Forest Service justifies their
policy by claiming that
“dangerous levels of fuels”
in the forest will provoke
future wildfires, and that
fuels should be removed by
logging. According to the
US Government’s own
1996 study, however, log-
ging in national forests
increases the risk of forest
fires more than any other
human activity.

Two years ago, after years of searching, my husband
Doug and I discovered a parcel of land surrounded by
the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Where could we

find better neighbors? The land is surrounded by misty
ancient Douglas fir forests, limbs hung with pale green moss,
standing as they have been for thousands of years. Most
other rural parcels in California, we had found, were sur-
rounded by timber company lands — and clearcuts. 

During our first visit to the land, my husband surveyed
the vast tracts of ancient Doug firs almost as if he couldn’t
believe in their existence. “There’s going to be a battle for
this place. Soon,” he said.

“Why?” I asked. 
Because so little ancient forest remains, he said, timber

companies would soon set their sights on this forest and
pressure the Forest Service to allow them to log it. 

On August 23, 1999, Doug, my son Tristen and I were sit-
ting with our toes in the turquoise waters of the New River
when a spectacular purple-grey thunderstorm ignited a wild-
fire on the mountain above us. Lightning struck in the
Trinity Alps Wilderness a few miles away, and several fires
began there as well.

Soon the town of Denny (population 25) became home
to 2,000 yellow-shirted firefighters. As the dry season
dragged on, the area was engulfed in smoke for months,
often rendering trees 100 yards away invisible. Five fire
engines and 50 Forest Service firefighters took up residence
in our meadow.

The Forest Service told us they planned to drive a cater-
pillar tractor across our property and through the New River
— a designated wild and scenic river that provides habitat for
the endangered Coho Salmon and 30% of California’s dwin-
dling population of wild summer steelhead. They also
planned to plow through a designated roadless area. Only
the impassive steep cliffs across the river made them change
their minds. Helicopters flew over our house for hours daily,
dangling 1000-gallon buckets of water dipped from the New
River or filled with Phos-Chek, a red-dyed ammonium phos-
phate said to be a fire retardant.

They intentionally set fires, or “backburns,” with torches
and dropped flame-balls from helicopters in a 23,000 acre
perimeter around the 1000-acre fire. Backburns sometimes

burn hotter than the natural
fires, and trap wildlife
between the natural fire and
the advancing backburn.  The
Forest Service will not disclose
how much acreage they
torched, but fire ecologists
allege that backburns com-
prised more than half of the
total fire acreage.

“The perverse incentives are
there for the Forest Service to
enlarge the burn: They also
enlarge their budget and their
opportunities to salvage log,” says Anthony Ambrose of
Citizens for Better Forestry.

While backburns sometimes stop the fire’s advance, such
methods are difficult to control, and are responsible for dis-
asters such as the Los Alamos fire.

When a wildfire is decreed a “State of Emergency,” all
environmental laws are suspended: bulldozers can plow into
wilderness areas, firefighters can cut down ancient trees and
helicopters can dump toxic chemicals into rivers and streams
without any public accountability or environmental review.

The winter rains, not the Forest Service, finally put out
the fire. When the smoke cleared, approximately 140,000
acres had burned, much of it in the Wilderness and adjacent
pristine roadless areas that conservationists have long fought
to preserve. The Forest Service spent more than $100 mil-
lion, leaving behind a 150-mile fireline, dozens of helicopter
pads in the wilderness and tons of red fire retardant (some of
which they later admitted contained cyanide).  Other
drainages were affected as well: Mill Creek, Red Cap Creek,
Tish Tang Creek, and Horse Linto Creek, which are very large
drainages, despite being called creeks.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest admits unapologetically,
“Fire suppression activities…have altered the character of the
wilderness. There are areas of unnatural stumps…Remote
camps have large campfire rings and chainsaw camp furni-
ture.”

In November, smoke was still rising in wisps from the
valleys when we saw tree fallers cutting down ancient trees
that the Forest Service deemed hazardous to motorists along
the little-traveled Denny Road. These trees weren’t black.
They weren’t dead. But the law no longer applied, and there
was no way to stop them.

As we traveled further along the road, we discovered, to
our surprise and delight, that most of the 140,000 acres
burned by the natural fires was still filled with green, living
trees. In a “low severity burn”, which often occurs in ancient
forests, the majority of the trees survive. 

Working like a giant broom, the flames had swept out
decades of leaves, branches and brush, leaving a rich black
ash that soaked in with the first rains, adding nutrients to
the soil. As it has for thousands of years, the fire enhanced
the area’s great natural biodiversity by leaving a mosaic of
live and dead trees on the steep mountainsides. When we
show photographs of the burn to friends they say, “Oh no!
Is this beautiful forest blackened now?” We reply, “No, that’s
the forest that’s already burned!”  

That December, the Forest Service told us that the forest
is in “recovery” from this natural event, and that it needs
their help. Animals won’t survive, said the agency, in the
ancient forests unless they are “thinned,” “treated” and
“managed for the forest’s health.” All the doubletalk meant
one thing: cutting trees and selling them to the highest bid-
der. “I don’t like to call it salvage anymore,” said one Forest
Service official “I call it ‘fuels management.’”

According to Dr. Tim Ingalsbee, a fire ecologist with the
Cascadia Fire Ecology Education Project, there is no pub-
lished peer-reviewed study that documents any benefit of
salvage logging for forest health. Many studies, however, do
cite the damage salvage logging causes: destroyed soil, ero-
sion and lost habitat. 

By February, Doug and I were showing our slides and lec-
turing to the public. The Forest Service mailed out a plan to
remove more “hazardous” trees along their little-traveled
roads, then sent press releases denying they had proposed
any salvage logging. At another public meeting, Forest
Service employees told me that their fire ecologists were rec-
ommending cutting trees in the places where the fire burned
hottest. Undoubtedly, big timber will push the Forest Service
to log in the burn area as much as possible over the next
decade. This is how the cycle works: When wildfires strike,
the Forest Service is given free rein to appropriate taxpayer
dollars, bogus scientific-speak is used to justify logging, and
our forest ecosystems suffer. It’s time to rein in the Forest
Service and stop using fire as an excuse to sell our national
heritage to the highest bidder.

For more information about protecting the burn area or about fire ecology confer-
ences, write Karin or Doug Riley-Thron, New River Wild: PO Box 703; Arcata, CA

By Karin Riley Thron

When fire strikes a nearby forest, a writer
learns that the Forest Service can suspend
the law and log the wilderness.

The Fires of 2000

As of our press date, more
than 6.2 million acres of
forest and wildland have
burned in 13 western
states this summer.
Capitalizing on dramatic
media reports,timber cor-
porations have already
launched a media assault
to use this year’s fire sea-
son to justify increased
logging in our national
forests.

But logging won’t stop
fires. In fact, it makes
them worse. Throughout
the summer, officials are
discovering what fire ecol-
ogists have said all along:
The hottest, most-destruc-
tive fires burn in areas
that have already been
logged. Logging removes
the largest trees (trees that
would survive a fire)
opening the forest canopy
and drying out the brush
and smaller trees below. 

During a burn, the brush
becomes fuel and the
smaller trees act as “fire
ladders”, taking flames to
the few large trees that
remain. Logging opera-
tions leave flammable
debris, and roaded areas
bring in more of the great-
est cause of wildfires:
humans, who are respon-
sible for four times as
many forest fires as light-
ning.  

Get Involved

Timber corporations are
using forest fires as a loop-
hole to log large tracts of
ancient forest currently
protected by law. And,
with the help of the Forest
Service, are trying to use
fire as a justification for
increased logging. This is
a crucial time for con-
cerned citizens to make
their opinions known:

✔ Write the Six Rivers and
Shasta-Trinity National
Forest and insist that no
logging take place in the
areas affected by the Big
Bar Fires. Suggest they
make the entire area a Fire
Process Research Natural
Area for studying wildfire.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Supervisor Sharon Heywood
2400 Washington Avenue
Redding, CA  96001

Six Rivers National Forest
Supervisor Lou Woltering
1330 Bayshore Way
Eureka, CA  95501

✔ Write Forest Service
Chief Mike Dombeck and
demand greater account-
ability in firefighting
expenditures and environ-
mental damage caused by
firefighting.  

Mike Dombeck
Forest Service 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14th Street, SW at
Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC  20250

Wildfire?

The Riley-Thron homestead,
tucked into the Trinity-Alps

Log stacks from salvage logging
in the burn area

The author’s four-year-old son Tristen and an oak tree on their
Riley-Thron property

Photos by Doug Riley Thron



Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________
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� My check is enclosed. 
� Please bill my:        VISA        MasterCard 

Card number: ___________________________________________________

Exp. date: ______________ Signature: ______________________________

Planned Giving:
Native Forest Council offers a wide variety of planned giving oppor-
tunities. Gifts of stock, real estate and other assets may offer tremen-
dous tax savings for you and provide the Council with a greater net
gift. If you are interested in planned giving or need assistance with
estate planning, contact Native Forest Council: (541) 688-2600.
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Native Forest Council 
PO Box 2190 
Eugene, OR 97402
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checking account. I’m sending a signed
and voided check. I understand deductions
may be stopped or adjusted at any time.       
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America’s Forests, Liquidated

I want to help get the word out. Please send a compli-
mentary copy of the Forest Voice to:

Name _____________________________________
Address ____________________________________
City ________________ State____ Zip _________

Name _____________________________________
Address ____________________________________
City ________________ State____ Zip _________

I want to give a gift membership for $35 to:

Name _____________________________________
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City ________________ State____ Zip _________

“The work of the Native Forest
Council is not just a good work. It
is absolutely essential to the future
of life on earth.”

The Very Reverend James Parks Morton
Former Dean of the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine
President, Interfaith Council of New York
Native Forest Council Advisory Board

JOIN THE Native Forest Council

“Thanks to Native Forest Council’s
diligence, the concept of saving our
forests by stopping the chainsaws
has moved from the radical fringe
to a realistic goal.” 

Ed Begley Jr.
Actor & Preservationist
Native Forest Council Advisory Board

“Native Forest Council has done
more to alert the nation’s public, to
nationalize and move the primeval,
native forest issue forward, than any
other organization I know of.”  

David Brower
Executive Director, Sierra Club (1952-64)
Founder, Friends of the Earth
Founder, Earth Island Institute
Native Forest Council Advisory Board

Fund Raising: 11%
Management/General: 5%

Programs: 84%

Spending Contributions Wisely and Efficiently:
Native Forest Council’s 1999 Expenditures

Become part of a team of professionals committed to saving our publicly owned lands.

Membership Form:


